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Mission Statement
“The Law Counc�l of Austral�a ex�sts to represent the legal 
profess�on at the nat�onal level, to speak on behalf of �ts 
const�tuent bod�es on nat�onal �ssues, and to promote the 
adm�n�strat�on of just�ce, access to just�ce and general 

�mprovement of the law.”

federal law and the operation of  
federal courts and tribunals. It advises 
governments, courts and federal agencies 
on ways in which the law and the justice 
system can be improved for the benefit of  
the community.

The Law Council also represents the 
Australian legal profession overseas and 
maintains close relationships with legal 
professional bodies throughout the world.

Consisting of  17 members – one from 
each of  the constituent bodies – the 
Council meets four times a year and elects 
a new President every 12 months. 

The Canberra-based Secretariat, headed 
by the Secretary-General, serves the Law 
Council nationally.

The Council’s Executive is nominated 
by the constituent bodies. The Executive 
is elected at the Law Council’s annual 
general meeting each year.

The current Law Council Executive is:

Tim Bugg (President)

Ross Ray QC (President-elect)

John Corcoran (Treasurer)

Glenn Ferguson (Member)

June McPhie (Member)

There are five specialists Sections within 
the Law Council, which lawyers may join. 
The Sections are:

Business Law Section

Family Law Section

Federal Litigation Section 

International Law Section 

Legal Practice Section 
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ABO
UT THE LAW

 CO
UNCIL

The Law Council of  Australia is the 
peak national representative body of  the 
Australian legal profession, and represents 
16 Australian State and Territory law 
societies and bar associations and the 
Large Law Firm Group (LLFG Limited), 
which are known as the Council’s 
constituent bodies. 

The constituent bodies are:

Australian Capital Territory Bar 
Association

Bar Association of  Queensland

Large Law Firm Group (LLFG 
Limited)

Law Institute of  Victoria

Law Society of  New South Wales

Law Society of  South Australia

Law Society of  Tasmania

Law Society of  the Australian Capital 
Territory

Law Society of  the Northern Territory

Law Society of  Western Australia

New South Wales Bar Association

Northern Territory Bar Association

Queensland Law Society

South Australian Bar Association

Tasmanian Independent Bar

Victorian Bar Inc

Western Australia Bar Association 

Through this representation, the Law 
Council effectively acts on behalf  of  more 
than 50,000 lawyers across Australia.

The Law Council speaks on issues of  
national and international importance, 
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It has been a year of  important 
achievements for the Law 
Council of  Australia.

One of  the most significant 
for the Law Council’s future 
was the decision in March 2007 
to admit the Large Law Firm 
Group (LLFG Limited) as a 
constituent member of  the 
Law Council.

The decision means the Law 
Council will be far better 
placed and resourced to 
perform its role as the nation’s peak legal 
body. It also means the Law Council is a truly 
representative body on behalf  of  the vast 
majority of  all practising lawyers in Australia. 

The Law Council has continued its 
commitment to rule of  law issues. The plight 
of  Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks 
was again on our agenda during 2006-07. 
We were especially critical of  the Australian 
Government’s blind defence of  the flawed 
military commission process. Mr Hicks’ guilty 
plea and sentencing deal, struck in April 2007, 
in our view did nothing to legitimise the 
process to which he was subjected. 

Despite welcoming the Federal Government’s 
efforts to address the law enforcement failure 
in relation to child sexual abuse in Aboriginal 
communities in the Northern Territory, 
the Law Council expressed concerns about 
changes to the permit system, compulsory 
acquisition of  Aboriginal land, limitations 
on courts’ discretion in sentencing and bail 
matters, and compulsory medical checks for 
Aboriginal children.

The Law Council’s involvement in tort law 
reform has continued. The Fair Go for Injured 
People campaign was held in New South Wales 
in late 2006 and early 2007. An initiative of  
the Law Council, the Law Society of  New 
South Wales, the New South Wales Bar 
Association and Australian Lawyers’ Alliance, 
the campaign aimed to restore the rights of  
injured people in New South Wales. The 
campaign showed again what the Law Council 
can achieve in partnership with its constituent 
bodies.

It gave me great pleasure to speak on behalf  
of  the profession during the 35th Australian 
Legal Convention, held in Sydney in March. 
The convention attracted delegates and 
prominent speakers from across the country 
and around the globe. 

FRO
M

 THE PRESIDENT
We have continued to make 
great strides in the quest for 
a truly national legal services 
market. Lawyers in all but 
two Australian jurisdictions 
are now operating under 
the national legal profession 
reforms. It is hoped that 
by July 2008, all States and 
Territories will have adopted 
the reforms. This will be a 
very significant milestone for 
the Law Council’s National 
Profession Project, which has 

been more than ten years in the making.

We have continued to seek increased practice 
rights for Australian lawyers in overseas 
markets. Law Council representatives have 
visited China, Malaysia, India and the United 
States, not only for this purpose, but also to 
strengthen relationships with our counterparts 
in these nations.

The Law Council has increased its 
commitment to the young lawyers and law 
students of  Australia. Relationships with 
bodies such as the Australian Law Students 
Association (ALSA) are stronger than ever 
and the Law Council’s own Australian 
Young Lawyers Committee continues to be 
very active. In June, Law Council Directors 
approved the formation of  a Legal Education 
Committee, which will build links with the 
tertiary education sector.

The Law Council has assisted the Australasian 
Legal Information Institute (AustLII) to 
obtain $20,000 in funding to help it continue 
its role as the nation’s leading source of  
free legal information. The Law Council is 
working with AustLII to secure its long term 
future.

Over the past twelve months, the Law 
Council has been involved in discussion and 
debate on many other issues, including anti-
money laundering, Aboriginal customary law, 
e-conveyancing and the regulation of  the 
legal profession. In addition, we have made 
submissions on family law, tax law, property 
law and many other topics. 

The Law Council looks forward to being 
involved in these and many other issues over 
the coming twelve months.

Tim Bugg
President
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A considerable proportion of  
the year was taken up by work 
on governance issues.

The Law Council’s history 
has been regularly punctuated 
by internal disputes about 
its future direction. Many of  
these disputes have seen the 
deployment of  the ultimate 
destabilising sanction that is 
available within a federated 
organisation – a threat to 
withdraw from the federation.

Although many of  these disputes were 
generated out of  a desire to see the Law 
Council operate more effectively rather than 
out of  less worthy motives, this chequered 
history has often seen the Law Council’s 
momentum significantly disturbed and its 
operations diverted while internal relations 
were repaired.

Less altruistically than may have been the 
reason for hostilities to break out, the price 
of  peace has often involved a trade-off  or 
compromise that hasn’t been in the best 
interests of  the Council.

It is pleasing to report that the old mould has 
now been broken.

During 2006 the Large Law Firm Group 
(LLFG Limited) entered the debate over the 
most recent internal dispute with a proposal 
that it take membership of  the Council in its 
own right and guarantee to pay the local law 
society membership fees of  its own members’ 
lawyers for at least three years if  the Council 
should be allowed:

Direct communication with individual 
members of  the profession (initially by 
way of  electronic newsletter); and

The necessary resources to discharge its 
agreed responsibilities.

Following a summit of  key stakeholders 
in December 2006, a special Directors’ 
meeting in February 2007, and amendment 
of  the Council’s constitution, LLFG Limited 
was admitted to Council membership in 
March 2007.

At the same time some impediments to good 
governance – entrenched positions on the 
Council’s Executive for the Law Society of  
New South Wales and for the collective bar 
associations, and a differential capitation fee – 
were done away with. A uniform capitation 
fee was adopted and a significantly expanded 

◊

◊

FROM
 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

budget for 2007-2008 was 
approved by Directors. 

The role of  the Council’s 
President, Tim Bugg, in 
promoting these outcomes has 
been crucial. He has consulted 
assiduously and led by example 
when necessary, spurred on by 
a determination to rectify the 
Council’s structural problems. 

These developments should 
guarantee the Law Council can 
develop a real and sustainable 

momentum in the years to come. It should also 
be noted that in March 2007 Directors also 
voted to admit to membership the Tasmanian 
Independent Bar, the last of  the State and 
Territory bar associations to take membership 
of  the Council.

The Council has now out-grown its Secretariat 
premises at 19 Torrens Street, Braddon, 
and has secured a three-year lease over part 
premises at 21 Torrens Street. Co-location of  
all Secretariat staff  is a matter that needs to be 
addressed during the lease period.

During a year when governance issues 
dominated internal debate, the staff  of  the 
Secretariat continued to produce very high 
quality work. From much needed internal 
financial, budgetary and strategic planning 
reform, major submissions and advocacy in 
matters involving David Hicks, indigenous 
rights, troubles in Fiji, the tort law reform 
campaign in New South Wales, and foreign 
practice opportunities for Australian lawyers, 
through to administration of  the multi-layered 
work of  the Council’s specialist Sections, staff  
work has been outstanding.

The voluntary work of  the Sections themselves 
has again been prodigious. Nearly fifty 
major section submissions, the majority of  
them from the Business Law Section, have 
helped governmental policy-making bodies 
understand the perspective of  senior specialist 
practitioners. If  not invariably, better policy 
has often been the outcome of  this low-key 
activity. Section conferences and other learning 
activities have also been highlights and Section 
membership numbers remain strong.

Overall, developments during this pivotal 
year have seen the Law Council very well 
positioned for the future.

Peter Webb
Secretary-General
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LCA LIM
ITED DIRECTO

RS
Members of the Executive

Tim Bugg (President)

Ross Ray QC (President-Elect)

John Corcoran (Treasurer)

Glenn Ferguson

June McPhie
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◊

◊

Directors 
as at 30 June 2007

Greg Walker

Bryan Meagher SC

Joe Catanzariti

Michael Slattery QC

Allison Robertson

Jon Tippett QC

Joe Pinder

Martin Daubney SC

Alexander Ward

Dick Whitington QC

Andrew Abbott

Chris Cunningham

Catherine Gale

Michael Colbran QC

Maria Saraceni

Ken Martin QC

Bruce Cutler

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

Mr Ross Ray QC

Mr Tim Bugg
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LCA SECTIO
N EXECUTIVES

Business Law Section
Peter Doherty (Chairman)

Kathleen Farrell (Deputy Chairman)

Ian Nosworthy (Treasurer)

Professor Bob Baxt

Geoff  Nicoll

Tony O’Malley

Tony Pagone QC

Andrew Ray

Doug Young

Family Law Section
Ian Kennedy AM (Chairman)

Geoffrey Sinclair (Deputy Chair) 

Martin Bartfeld QC (Immediate Past 
Chairman) 

Denis Farrar (Treasurer)

Michael Foster

Paul Fildes

Anne Rees

Maurine Pyke QC

Rick O’Brien

Peter Murphy SC

Amanda Parkin

Minal Vohra

Federal Litigation Section
Peter Kite SC (Chairman)

Simon Daley (Deputy Chairman)

Chris Cunningham (Treasurer)

Harry Dixon SC

John Emmerig

David Gaszner

Tom Howe

Bronwyn Lincoln

Dr Gary Rumble

Mark van Brakel
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International Law Section
Russell Miller AM (Section Chair)

Dr Gordon Hughes (Deputy Chair)

Glenn Ferguson (Treasurer)

Dr Wolfgang Babeck

Ross Becroft

Fred Chilton

Andrew Hudson

Maria Jockel

John North

Andrew Percival

Professor Jeff  Waincymer

Legal Practice Section
Mark Cerche (Chairman)

Murray McCutcheon (Deputy Chairman)

Kriss Will (Treasurer)

Margaret Hole

Bill Redpath

Damian Scattini

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊



LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007

�
LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007

LCA SECRETARIAT STAFF
Secretary-General

Peter Webb

Public Affairs
Elenore Eriksson  
(Director, Public Affairs)

Ben Caddaye  
(Editorial Officer)

Executive Support
Sandra Rissa  
(Executive Secretary)

Nicole Karman  
(Executive Assistant)

Del Da Costa 
(Executive Assistant)

Policy & Research
Margery Nicoll  
(Director, International)

Murray Hawkins  
(Director, National Profession Project)

Carole Caple  
(Policy Lawyer)

Nick Parmeter  
(Policy Lawyer)

Helen Donovan  
(Policy Lawyer)

David Naylor  
(Research and Administrative Assistant)

Finance & Administration
 Stephen Schmidt  
(Director)

Wei Burns  
(Financial Controller)

Rea Salmi  
(Finance Manager)

Lai Mui  
(Section Accounting Officer)

Gerard O’Neill  
(Information Technology Systems 
Administrator) 
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Jan Meyer  
(Membership Officer)

Astrid Mewton  
(Receptionist and Travel Officer)

Law Council Sections
Bus�ness Law Sect�on

Carol O’Sullivan  
(Senior Section Administrator)

Faye Churcher 
(Administrative Assistant)

Fam�ly Law Sect�on
Maureen Schull  
(Executive Officer)

Patricia Allan 
(Section Administrator)

Kate Bolas  
(Assistant Administrator)

Federal L�t�gat�on Sect�on
Gerard O’Neill  
(Section Administrator)

Internat�onal Law Sect�on
Hendryk Flaegel  
(Section Administrator)

Legal Pract�ce Sect�on
Gerard O’Neill  
(Section Administrator)
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS HIG
HLIG

HTS

A major area of  focus 
for the Law Council in 
2006-07 was assisting 
the New South Wales 
Law Society and Bar 
Association to develop 
and implement a 
campaign aimed at 
changing personal 
injury laws in New 
South Wales.

The A Fair Go For 
Injured People campaign 
was launched in Sydney 
in September 2006 by 
the Law Council, Law 
Society of  New South 
Wales, the New South 
Wales Bar Association 
and Australian Lawyers 
Alliance. The campaign 
paralleled the very 
successful Tasmanian workers’ compensation 
campaign run in early 2006. The aim was to 
lobby the government ahead of  the 2007 New 
South Wales State election. A series of  press and 
radio advertisements ran throughout New South 
Wales, a website was established and a broad 
range of  campaign materials produced and 
circulated. This material included brochures, case 
study flyers, posters and media releases.

In March 2007, in the second phase of  the 
campaign, more than 100 volunteers filled 
Martin Place in Sydney wearing yellow t-shirts 
and carrying yellow campaign balloons. 
Volunteers collected over 2000 signatures 
on letters to the Premier and Leader of  the 
Opposition which were subsequently delivered. 
Household mail-outs were also conducted in 
marginal seats where activities across the state 
continued up until the State election.

The early part of  the year was spent promoting 
the 35th Australian Legal Convention, held 
in Sydney in March. A registration brochure 
and conference booklet were produced, and 
a series of  articles on conference highlights 
and speakers were compiled for internal and 
external publications. Promotion in the lead 
up to and during the conference resulted in 
pleasing coverage of  the event, with a number 
of  journalists covering proceedings for print 
and electronic press. One of  the highlights 
of  the conference was a hypothetical on 
tort law reform, hosted by Julie McCrossin, 
which attracted an appreciative audience of  
around 100 people.

Law Week activities 
were successfully 
held in most States 
and Territories in 
late May 2007. As 
in 2006, Law Week 
was not held around 
the country during 
the same seven-
day period. As in 
previous years, the 
Law Council lent 
assistance to the 
ACT Law Society for 
its 2007 Law Week 
festivities. 

A highly successful 
and well-attended 
National Network 
Meeting of  Conbod 
Communication 
Managers was 

held at the Queensland Law Society. This 
has become a well-established annual 
forum which offers a chance for those with 
communication responsibilities to get together 
and discuss matters of  mutual interest. It 
provides the perfect opportunity to build 
important rapport with those who seldom get 
the chance to otherwise meet and offers ‘in-
house’ professional development. 

Since early 2007, a number of  constituent 
bodies have agreed to send the Law Council’s  
monthly electronic newsletter, @theLCA, 
directly to their members via their 
membership database. This represents a 
significant breakthrough for the Law Council, 
which up until recently has not had direct 
communication with the lawyers of  Australia. 
This process began in February 2007, when 
@theLCA was sent directly to members of  
the Law Society of  New South Wales. Since 
then, the Queensland Law Society and Law 
Society of  Western Australia have followed 
suit, with more constituent bodies expected to 
do likewise later in 2007. 

Media activity over the past twelve months has 
focussed on a broad range of  issues, including 
David Hicks and the military commissions at 
Guantanamo Bay, tort law reform, customary 
law and sentencing, anti-terror laws, Australian 
citizens on death row, judicial commissions 
and many others. Between 1 July 2006 and 
30 June 2007 the Law Council issued 30 media 
releases, resulting in 183 runs in the press 
and 222 mentions in the electronic media.

Contact Details

Phone: +61 2 6246 3788
Fax: +61 2 6248 0639 
www.lawcouncil.asn.au 

Edited by Ben Caddaye 
Phone (02) 6246 3725 
Email: ben.caddaye@
lawcouncil.asn.au

6 July 2007  Volume 16 mail@lawcouncil.asn.au  |  www.lawcouncil.asn.au

Introduction
Welcome to the July issue of the Law Council’s regular e-newsletter—
@theLCA. As always, the Law Council welcomes your contributions 
to @theLCA. For more information, contact the editor on the details 
provided.

Don’t Toy With Client Legal Privilege
Eroding client legal privilege will damage the relationship of trust 
between clients and their lawyers and jeopardise the administration 
of justice in Australia, according to the Law Council.

In a submission to the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC), 
the Law Council stressed the importance of client legal privilege to 
the legal system and said that it did not support sweeping changes 
to current rules for corporations, Royal Commissions or in any 
other investigatory or regulatory context.

Law Council President Tim Bugg said it was in society’s interest 
that people seeking legal advice were completely candid and 
honest with their lawyer.

“Full and frank communication with a client underpins a lawyer’s 
ability to give appropriate advice, promote compliance with the law 
and encourage settlement of disputes,” Mr Bugg said.

The submission, prepared on behalf of the legal profession, was 
made in response to the ALRC’s Issues Paper on Client Legal 
Privilege and Federal Investigatory Bodies, released in April.

The submission was put together in consultation with practitioners 
working in all fields of the law and drawn from all areas of practice 
including private solicitors, Senior Counsel, Queen’s Counsel, 
government, and in-house lawyers working for regulatory and 
investigatory agencies.

The Law Council recommended the development of guidelines 
and ‘best practice’ procedures to enable the efficient and effective 
resolution of client legal privilege claims raised in the context of 
investigations by Commonwealth agencies.

“Client legal privilege is the foundation upon which the relationship 
between a client and a lawyer is built. It is a right which should only 
be suppressed in exceptional circumstances,” Mr Bugg said.

Concerns Over Northern Territory Emergency Plan
The Law Council has welcomed the Federal Government’s efforts 
to address the law enforcement failure in relation to child sexual 
abuse in Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory.

At the same time, however, the Council has expressed some 
concerns about the Government’s emergency plan.

In This Issue

Introduction

Don’t Toy With Client Legal 
Privilege

Concerns Over Northern 
Territory Emergency Plan

LCA Stands By Model 
Conduct Rules

National Workers 
Compensation Under LCA 
Scrutiny

Law Council Steps in to Help 
AustLII

Spotlight on Law Reform in 
China and Indonesia
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M
AJO

R EVENTS
Law Council Summit 2006
Law Council President Tim Bugg described 
it as one of  the most important meetings 
convened by the Council in recent times.

More than 100 office bearers of  the Council 
and its constituent members converged on 
Canberra for the National Representation of  
the Legal Profession Summit.

Held at Parliament House on 1 December, 
the Summit was designed to reinforce the 
respective roles of  the Law Council and its 
member law societies and bar associations. 

At the heart of  this was a proposal to 
allow Australia’s large law firms direct 
representation at the Law Council.

Mr Bugg said Australia’s large law firms 
believed they could better assist the Law 
Council to grow and prosper if  they could be 
granted direct membership of  the Council. 

Large law firm representatives Stuart Clarke, 
from Clayton Utz, and Alan McArthur, from 

Minter Ellison, put their case to the Summit, 
which provided the law societies and bar 
associations with an opportunity to debate the 
pros and cons of  the proposal.

The Summit did not have a decision making 
authority. Instead, it was designed to allow the 
broader Law Council family to consider the 
implications of  a number of  major issues.

An expanded Council budget for 2007-2008 
was also put before the Summit.

Formal consideration of  the Summit’s 
proposals took place at a special Directors’ 
meeting on 3 February 2007.

Amendments to the constitution were then 
formally considered by Council at a meeting 
of  Directors in March.

The end result was that, on 24 March 2007, 
the Law Council’s constituent members and 
Directors voted to admit LLFG Limited (the 
corporate vehicle for the Large Law Firm 
Group) as a new constituent member of  the 

Law Council.

The nine member 
firms are: Allens 
Arthur Robinson, 
Blake Dawson 
Waldron, Clayton 
Utz, Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth, Deacons, 
Freehills, Mallesons 
Stephen Jaques, 
Minter Ellison, and 
DLA Phillips Fox.
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R EVENTS

35th Australian Legal 
Convention
From a rousing performance by the Australian 
Girls Choir at the opening ceremony to a 
stirring final day speech by Law Council 
President Tim Bugg, the 35th Australian Legal 
Convention was an immense success.

The convention, held in March 2007 at the 
InterContinental Hotel in Sydney, attracted 
more than 300 delegates from across the 
country and around the globe.

One of  the highlights of  the legal conference 
calendar, the convention provided 
delegates with an opportunity to broaden 
their professional contacts and meet with 
colleagues from Australia and overseas.

Highlights included Australian Federal Police 
Commissioner Mick Keelty’s address on the 
rule of  law and policing in the region, Chief  
Justice Murray Gleeson’s presentation on the 
state of  the judicature, and Mr Bugg’s state of  
the profession speech.

Mr Bugg told the convention that Australians 
could rest assured that their legal profession 
was equipped to defend individuals’ rights 
and the rule of  law when they are challenged. 
It is also one that is willing to raise its voice 
fearlessly in the interests of  both individuals 
and the institutions of  justice.

“Adherence to the social contract that must 
bind us all, the rule of  law, is at the heart of  
the business of  all lawyers. The legal rights and 
freedoms defined in that contract are the tools 
of  the lawyers’ trade – the only real tools they 
can use in the service of  the clients’ interests.”

He said a strong, democratic system of  
government required a comprehensive system 
of  checks and balances.

 “Parliaments and their procedures are among 
the institutions that are as much in need of  
reform and regular review as the institutions, 
agencies, and other bodies, including the 
courts, so routinely targeted by them,” he said.

NSW Supreme Court Chief  Justice James 
Spigelman, Chief  Counsel for Telstra Will 
Irving and Australian Workers’ Union National 
Secretary Bill Shorten also addressed the event.

A hypothetical on tort law reform, hosted 
by Julie McCrossin, attracted an appreciative 
audience of  around 100 people.

International guests included the Chief  
Justice of  Delaware, Myron T. Steele, and 
the President of  LAWASIA, Mah Weng 
Kwai, both of  whom addressed a session on 
international trade and related areas.

L-R: David Bennett AO QC, 
Julie McCrossin, Chief  Justice 
Murray Gleeson, The Hon 
Philip Ruddock, Tim Bugg, 
Mah Weng Kwai.
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Anti-Money Laundering
Tranche One Reforms
The first tranche of  Australia’s anti-money 
laundering legislative reform agenda, in the 
form of  the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-
Terrorism Financing Act 2006 (the AML/CTF 
Act) was passed by the Australian Parliament 
in December 2006 and will be phased in over 
two years. 

While it is targeted at the financial and 
gambling sectors, the Law Council is 
concerned that it may inadvertently capture 
some general legal services, and legal 
practitioners will be required to comply with 
the Act’s regulatory regime.

The Law Council’s attempts to secure 
amendments to the Bill, both before it was 
introduced to Parliament, and again before 
it was enacted, failed to achieve a clear 
exemption for the legal profession.

For that reason, in January the Law Council 
wrote to AUSTRAC, the Commonwealth 
agency tasked with administering the Act, 
requesting that legal practitioners providing 
legal services be made exempt from the 
operation of  the Act. 

On 30 April the Law Council was finally 
able to meet with the agency and discuss 
the exemption request face to face. After a 
positive and productive meeting, a revised 
exemption request was submitted by the Law 
Council on 11 May. 

That request seeks a Rule which states that 
“the Act does not apply to a designated 
service which is provided as a legal service by 
a law practice”. 

Failing that, a series of more specific Rules 
was sought which clarify that legal services 
provided by law practices do not fall within 
the definitions of a designated remittance 
arrangement, a custodial or depository service 
or a deposit box service. 

At the end of  June 2007, the Law Council was 
still awaiting a formal response from AUSTRAC.

Not surprisingly, the enactment of  the new 
AML/CTF Act has caused some anxiety 
amongst the legal profession. Lawyers are 
keen to understand what, if  any, obligations 
are imposed upon them by the new law and 
how those obligations will impact on the 
provision of  legal services and the nature of  
the lawyer-client relationship. 

On 22 December the Law Council issued 
a 14 page update on the new law for legal 
practitioners, which briefly answers the 
following questions:

Are legal practitioners covered by the Act?

What obligations does the Act impose?

How will the Act be enforced?

Does the Act affect client legal privilege?

When does the Act come into operation?

Is it possible to obtain exemption from 
the Act?

Tranche Two Reforms
More recently the Federal Government has 
begun to turn its attention to stage two of  
its Anti-Money Laundering (AML) reform 
agenda. A Ministerial Advisory Council has 
been established to provide a forum for direct 
interaction between the Minister for Justice 
and Customs and representatives of  the 
industries which will be directly affected by 
the second stage reform proposals. The Law 
Council has been selected as the representative 
industry body for the legal profession and will 
be represented on the Advisory Council by 
President-elect Ross Ray QC.

The Advisory Council met for the first 
time on 7 May 2007. At the meeting the 
Minister indicated that he was aware of  the 
concerns of  the legal profession in relation 
to AML regulation, particularly with respect 
to suspicious transaction reporting, and he 
affirmed the government’s commitment to 
a genuine and comprehensive consultation 
process before any further legislation is 
introduced to Parliament. 

Earlier in the month, representatives of  the 
Law Council met directly with staff  at the 
Attorney-General’s Department who offered 
similar assurances. 

The Law Council has established a small 
working party to assist in policy formulation 
and advocacy around the proposed reforms. 

Internat�onal Act�v�t�es
AML/CTF reform is also an issue of  great 
interest and concern to the legal profession 
globally. The effectiveness of  the Law Council’s 
domestic advocacy on this issue will undoubtedly 
benefit from drawing upon developments, good 
and bad, overseas including in countries like 
Japan, Canada, the United Kingdom and in the 
European Union generally.
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In November 2006, Ross Ray QC attended 
a conference in Amsterdam together with 
representatives of  the legal profession 
from around the world. The conference 
provided an opportunity for informed and 
open exchange between the profession and 
the Financial Action Task Force on Money 
Laundering (FATF). 

Client Legal Privilege
In November 2006, the Commonwealth 
Attorney-General announced a review of  
client legal privilege and its application to 
information sought during Commonwealth 
investigations and regulatory exercises. The 
announcement followed a recommendation 
by Commissioner Terrence Cole QC that 
client legal privilege not apply to documents 
of  interest to a Royal Commission, following 
the 2006 Royal Commission into AWB Ltd’s 
involvement in the Iraq kick-backs scandal.

In April 2007, the Australian Law Reform 
Commission released an Issues Paper 
entitled Client Legal Privilege and Federal 
Investigatory Bodies. The Law Council’s 
Client Legal Privilege Advisory Committee 
coordinated a comprehensive response to 
the inquiry, which is expected to conclude 
in December 2007. Significantly, the Law 
Council noted that no case had been made 
for abrogation or modification of  client 
legal privilege in any context. The review 
highlighted the need for better cooperation 
and procedures to improve efficiency in 
managing client legal privilege claims.

David Hicks
In March 2007, after more than five 
years in detention at a US military base in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, David Hicks pleaded 
guilty to one count of  providing material 
support to a terrorist organisation. 

He was sentenced to seven years 
imprisonment, but according to the terms of  

his plea agreement, 
all but nine months 
of  the sentence 
was suspended. In 
May, David Hicks 
was transferred to 
Australia to serve out 
his remaining period 
of  detention in South 
Australia. 

In response to these events, the Law Council 
stated that David Hicks’ guilty plea and 
sentence deal did not legitimise the process to 
which he was subjected.

The resolution of  the Hicks case concluded 
five years of  the Law Council “standing up 
for David Hicks’ rights”. 

A snapshot of  the advocacy activities 
undertaken by the Law Council in the period 
June 2006 to June 2007 illustrates the urgency 
and seriousness with which the Law Council 
views the ongoing attack on the rule of  law, 
symbolised by the Hicks’ case. 

Those activities included the following:

The Law Council issued 14 press releases 
on the Hicks’ case covering topics from 
the flaws in the Military Commissions 
Act to the retrospective nature of  the 
charges against Hicks to the Australian 
Government’s unquestioning complicity in 
the process.

The President, Tim Bugg, conducted many 
radio and television interviews explaining 
the Law Council’s concerns about the 
process and the basis for its criticisms of  
the Australian and US Governments.

On the five year anniversary of  Hicks’ arrest, 
the Law Council issued a document which 
gathered together a number of  comments 
made by the Australian Government over 
the period of  David Hicks’ detention. 
The comments were arranged under three 
headings: “five years of  guilty until proven 
innocent”, “five years of  misinformation” 
and “five years of  accepting assurances from 
the US authorities”.

The Law Council issued a document 
entitled Fair Trial Myths and the Military 
Commissions Act which listed the Australian 
Government’s key claims about the 
military commission process and then 
provided a summary of  the actual position 
under the Military Commissions Act.

A letter was written by the Law Council to 
the UK Attorney-General and UK Foreign 
Secretary seeking assistance in effecting 
the registration of  David Hicks as a British 
citizen.

The Law Council wrote to the Australian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to express 
concerns over the apparent punishment 
of  David Hicks for talking to Australian 
consular officials, and wrote to the 
Attorney-General forwarding an 
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independent legal opinion on the US 
Military Commissions Act and its non-
compliance with international law. 

Letters were also written to key members 
of  the US Congress alerting them to the 
plight of  David Hicks, advising them of  the 
Law Council’s concerns about the military 
commission process and urging them to 
amend the Military Commissions Act.

The Law Council wrote to all members 
of  the Australian Parliament urging them 
to take urgent action to secure the release 
and repatriation of  David Hicks before 
his arraignment on retrospective charges 
before an ad hoc military tribunal applying 
patently unfair procedures. 

A letter was sent again to all members of  
the Australian Parliament, which included 
an independent legal opinion on the 
retrospective nature of  charges against 
David Hicks.

The Law Council sent an independent 
legal observer, Mr Lex Lasry QC, to 
witness the arraignment, plea and 
sentencing of  David Hicks. Mr Lasry’s 
report on the proceedings was released at a 
press conference in Melbourne in July and 
received international media attention. 

In July, Tim Bugg made his final press 
statement on the subject. He concluded: 

“The David Hicks case, despite the fact 
that it’s no longer on the front pages 
of  our newspapers, will forever be a 
stain on Australia’s reputation on rule 
of  law issues.” 

Dual Regulation of 
Migration Lawyers
The Law Council has continued to speak 
on behalf  of  immigration lawyers, who are 
subject to an oppressive dual-regulatory 
scheme. Throughout 2006 and 2007, the 
Law Council has met with various Federal 
Ministers and Government officers to discuss 
the exclusion of  migration lawyers from the 
migration agents regulatory scheme, so that 
immigration lawyers can be regulated under 
the national legal profession regime alongside 
all other Australian lawyers. 
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The Law Council has established arrangements 
with the Department of  Immigration and 
Citizenship to hold regular periodic meetings to 
discuss these and other immigration law matters. 

The Law Council will be intensifying its 
efforts in the lead up to the review of  the 
Migration Agents Registration Scheme 
in 2007. Glenn Ferguson, a member of  the 
Law Council’s Executive, has been nominated 
to represent the Law Council on the external 
reference group for the review. The Law 
Council also succeeded in ensuring that the 
terms of  reference for the review include 
an examination of  the effect of  the dual-
regulatory regime on immigration lawyers and 
the immigration advice profession.

Equalising Opportunities 
in the Law Committee
In May 2007 the Equalising Opportunities 
in the Law (EOL) Committee adopted the 
following Terms of  Reference to guide its 
work:

“The Law Council’s Equalising 
Opportunities in the Law Committee 
exists to further the cause of  minority 
and disadvantaged groups within the legal 
profession.”

Over the course of  the year the EOL 
Committee has, in conjunction with Australian 
Women Lawyers, developed a proposal to 
set up a post graduate study scholarship for 
women lawyers. The Mary Gaudron Scholarship 
for Women will be awarded on an annual basis 
and administered by the Law Council. The 
respective Presidents of  the Law Council and 
the Australian Women Lawyers have written 
to the Federal Attorney-General to discuss 
funding for the scholarship. 

The committee also prepared a Flexible 
Workplaces document that in June 2007 
received Executive approval to be released to 
constituent bodies for consultation. Following 
consultation, the Flexible Workplaces 
Guidelines will be referred to Directors for 
endorsement and adoption. The document 
is intended to operate as a policy position 
statement. The EOL Flexible Workplaces 
Working Group proposes to develop further 
specific guidelines for particular types of  
flexible workplace arrangements.

In the past 12 months the EOL Committee also 
formed a Working Group to review the Law 
Council’s 2002 Judicial Appointment Policy.
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The EOL Committee’s future work 
includes developing a single national survey 
instrument, investigating unequal pay 
arrangements within the legal profession 
and putting together the Law Council’s anti-
discrimination and anti-bullying policy. 

Financial Services 
Regulations
The Law Council has secured relief  for 
constituent bodies from the requirement to 
obtain a financial service licence for a further 
two years. 

Following this period, it is hoped that 
permanent relief  will be available for 
constituent bodies in respect of  mutual funds 
and fidelity funds operated for the benefit of  
their members.

Indigenous Legal Issues
The Law Council’s Advisory Committee on 
Indigenous Legal Issues has been very active 
over 2006/2007, a year which marked the 40th 
anniversary of  the 1967 referendum granting 
voting rights to Aboriginal people.

Changes to the NT Abor�g�nal 
Lands Perm�t System
Under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern 
Territory) Act 1976, Aboriginal people have 
the right to exclude people from Aboriginal 
freehold land. Accordingly, subject to certain 
exceptions, visitors to Aboriginal communities 
and lands are required to obtain a permit, 
usually granted by the relevant land council or 
community organisation. 

In October 2006, the Federal Government 
announced a review of  the Aboriginal lands 
permit system. The discussion paper outlined 
five options to weaken or remove the permit 
system in the Northern Territory.

The Law Council lodged submissions in 
February 2007, calling for the Government to 
provide evidence supporting its contentions 
that the permit system is contributing to 
isolation and poverty of  Aboriginal people, or 
that Aboriginal people will derive any benefit 
from its removal. The Law Council also urged 
the Government not to proceed with any 
changes to the permit system without the 
prior informed consent of  affected Aboriginal 
communities.

The Government announced changes to the 
permit system on 21 June 2007, along with a 
raft of  far reaching measures implementing its 
response to a “national emergency” declared 
by the government in the Northern Territory.

Northern Terr�tory “Nat�onal 
Emergency”
In June 2007, the Federal Government 
declared a “national emergency” in the 
Northern Territory, in response to the report 
of  the Northern Territory Inquiry into Child 
Sexual Abuse in Aboriginal Communities, 
entitled Little Children are Sacred.

The Law Council wrote to the Prime Minister 
in July 2007 outlining several concerns with 
the response. The Law Council made further 
submissions in response to the Northern 
Territory National Emergency Response 
Legislation and tendered evidence at public 
hearings into the Bills. The primary concerns 
identified included:

Wholesale suspension of  the Racial 
Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth) in relation to 
several elements of  the legislation;

Widespread compulsory acquisition of  
Aboriginal freehold land;

Unsupported changes to the Aboriginal 
land permit system;

Banning consideration of  customary law 
or cultural background evidence in bail 
and sentencing proceedings in Northern 
Territory courts; and

Discriminatory operation of  various 
provisions, including ‘just-terms’ 
compensation provisions.

The Law Council carried out its work in this 
area in close consultation with the Law Society 
of  the Northern Territory.

Customary Law
The Law Council made detailed submissions 
to the Council of  Australian Governments 
(COAG) at its meeting in July 2006, following 
agreement between Australian governments 
that courts be prevented from considering 
customary law or the cultural background of  
an offender in sentencing. The Law Council’s 
submissions provided unequivocal evidence 
that there was no justification for amending 
Australia’s criminal statutes to fetter the 
discretion of  the courts.
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The Federal Government subsequently 
introduced legislation banning consideration 
of  customary law in bail and sentencing 
proceedings. It remains clear that the 
legislation is directed at Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, though it will also affect 
people of  different cultural backgrounds.

Ind�genous Legal Issues Forum
The Law Council held an Indigenous Legal 
Issues Forum at the 35th Australian Legal 
Convention in March 2007. 

Tom Calma, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Social Justice Commissioner, provided 
the keynote address in an informative and wide 
ranging discussion on legal issues, including 
customary law, indigenous intellectual property 
and land rights.

John Koowarta Reconc�l�at�on 
Law Scholarsh�p
In 2007, the Law Council awarded the 
prestigious John Koowarta Reconciliation Law 
Scholarship to two recipients. 

Stephanie Bott is from the Gournitjmara 
community in Victoria. She is focusing 
on human rights and international law at 
the University of  New South Wales, while 
working in barristers’ chambers in Sydney.

Bruce Rudforth is from the Jarawu community 
in Broome, Western Australia. Bruce is studying 

at the University of  Western Australia and 
hopes to assist his community by developing 
expertise in native title and intellectual property.

The Law Council congratulates Stephanie 
and Bruce on their achievements and wishes 
them the best of  luck in the completion of  
their studies. 

Insurance Contracts Act 
Review
In 2007, the Australian Treasury conducted a 
review of  the Insurance Contracts Act 1984 (Cth). 
The Law Council provided submissions to 
the review, which was of  significant interest to 
Australian insurance and commercial lawyers. 

Litigation Funding
The Law Council made submissions to the 
Standing Committee of  Attorneys-General 
(SCAG) regarding proposals to regulate the 
litigation funding industry in Australia. The 
Law Council will continue to contribute to 
the public discussions concerning regulatory 
options for the litigation funding industry, 
emphasising that litigation funding is 
important for facilitating access to justice 
under Australia’s legal system.

Military Justice
The Law Council’s Military Justice Working 
Group has continued to assist in responding 
to changes to the Australian Defence 
Force’s Military Justice System, following a 
damning review by the Senate Joint Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade in 2005. 

In October 2006, the Law Council made 
submissions and was represented at the Senate 
public hearings into the Defence Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2006, which established the 
Australian Military Court and appointments 
for military judges. The Law Council outlined 
several concerns with the legislation, which 
resulted in the legislation being withdrawn and 
significantly amended.

The Law Council will continue to scrutinise 
the implementation of  the Federal 
Government’s response to the Senate’s 
recommended changes to the military justice 
system to ensure service men and women are 
subject to a fair and equitable justice system.

Tom Calma
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Model Equal Opportunity 
Briefing Policy
The Law Council in 2004 released and 
adopted a Model Equal Opportunity Briefing 
Policy (MEOBP) which was then further 
broadly adopted within the legal profession. 

Since then, survey findings, including the 2006 
joint Australian Women Lawyers/Law Council 
survey, suggested that discriminatory briefing 
practices still existed. In response to these 
findings, the MEOBP Working Group formed 
and, in June 2007, tabled a Consultation Draft 
Implementation Kit to Directors seeking 
approval to:

Refer the Consultation Draft to constituent 
bodies for comment; and 

Obtain directorial endorsement of  the 
Working Group’s recommendation to 
commission the professional development, 
maintenance and analysis of  the reporting 
activity aspect of  the policy.

The implementation kit contains general 
information about the discriminatory practices 
that the policy is designed to address, as 
well as the reporting requirements that will 
allow the MEOBP to be more meaningfully 
deployed.

During the pre-pilot phase, consultants 
Courage Partners have interviewed law firms 
in the ACT to inform development of  the 
reporting instrument and procedure. 

In September 2007, the project is due to enter 
the pilot phase which will last until early 2008. 
During this phase interested firms across 
Australia will be sought as participants to further 
refine and fine-tune the process for reporting. 

Briefing entities will also be asked to notify 
their adoption of  the policy and to participate 
in the reporting requirements.

National Electronic 
Conveyancing System
The National Electronic Conveyancing 
System (NECS) project aims to deliver a truly 
national e-conveyancing system with a single 
point of  entry, operating in each jurisdiction, 
using each jurisdiction’s business rules. 

It is hoped that NECS will be an efficient 
electronic means for legal practitioners, 
conveyancers and financial institutions to 
prepare dealings and related instruments, to 
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register changes in ownership and interests, 
settle financial transactions, lodge dealings 
with a Land Registry and receive confirmation 
of  lodgement and registration.

During 2006-07, the Law Council 
continued its support for and involvement 
in the development of  NECS, with two 
representatives on the National Steering 
Committee, John Corcoran and John McIntyre. 

The steering committee has representatives 
of  all key stakeholder groups – government 
land administrations, bankers, lawyers, 
conveyancers, collectors of  duties and taxes, 
law stationers and information brokers.

National Profession Project
The progress of  the Law Council’s Model 
Laws Project was punctuated by two significant 
milestones in 2006-07: the public release of  
both the Model Legal Profession Bill and the 
Model Legal Profession Regulations. 

Model B�ll
The Standing Committee of  Attorneys-
General (SCAG) Secretariat publicly released 
the second edition of  the Model Legal 
Profession Bill in August 2006. The second 
edition was itself  updated in February 2007 
with minor corrections and editorial changes.

Final provisions relating to, for example, 
professional indemnity insurance, community 
legal centres and pro bono work have yet to be 
settled. 

Model Regulat�ons
Through its National Practice Officers 
Working Group, the Law Council actively 
participated in developing the SCAG 
approved Model Regulations, publicly released 
in June 2007. 

Regulations dealing with topics such as 
admission requirements, practising certificates, 
complaints and discipline and others have been 
earmarked for development by each jurisdiction. 

The NECS Steering Committee, Brisbane 25 August 2006
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The Legal Profession Legislation (Act 
and regulations) is expected to come into 
operation in Tasmania, South Australia and 
Western Australia by mid-2008. 

Profess�onal Indemn�ty 
Insurance Jo�nt Work�ng Group 
Minimum National Standards
The Professional Indemnity Insurance Joint 
Working Group (PIIJWG) reconvened 
in January 2007 and has since worked on 
settling draft minimum national standards for 
professional indemnity insurance. 

Once the Directors endorse the proposed 
standards they will be referred for SCAG 
Ministerial approval and carriage into 
legislation. 

The PIIJWG will then turn its attention to 
other matters, including:

Developing a model professional 
indemnity insurance policy document and 
certificate of  cover; and

Formulating a uniform procedure for 
regulatory authorities to be able to grant 
inter-state legal practitioners who already 
carry professional indemnity insurance 
cover automatic local exemption.

Professional Standards Schemes 
The Law Council has written and met with 
representatives of  the Professional Standards 
Council (PSC) on several occasions over the 
course of  the reporting period. 

Initially the Law Council’s concerns related to 
the application of  those clauses of  the PSC’s 
Policy Statement on Professional Indemnity 
Insurance (PII) on deductibles and cost inclusive 
policies. However, during a face-to-face meeting 
in July, PSC Chairman Brian Rayment QC 
confirmed that certain terms of  the statement 
would not apply rigidly to the legal profession 
where the State or Territory Attorney-
General’s office approves the provisions of  the 
occupational association’s PII policy. 

Mr Rayment also said legislative amendments 
had been introduced in New South Wales 
and Victoria to deal with the PSC’s concerns 
to preserve to the claimant the claim amount 
under cost inclusive policies.

Also during the July meeting, Mr Rayment 
indicated that the PSC proposed to replace 
the existing Policy Statement on PII with a 
much shorter set of  draft guidelines. The 
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Law Council was invited to review the 
draft guidelines. These guidelines appear to 
represent a shift in the PSC’s policy position. 
However, additional material has yet to be 
made available for a comprehensive and 
detailed review to be prepared.

Australian Prudential Regulatory 
Authority (APRA) Regulation of  Direct 
Offshore Foreign Insurers (DOFIs)
On 11 July 2007 the Law Council made 
a submission to the Senate Economics 
Committee on the Financial Sector Legislation 
Amendment (Discretionary Mutual Funds and 
Direct Offshore Foreign Insurers) Bill 2007. The 
thrust of  the submission is that the interests 
of  the Australian economy in being able to 
access the wider world insurance markets 
should be balanced against the need to protect 
local consumers. 

The Law Council called for exemption from 
APRA-regulation of  DOFIs that provide 
large and sophisticated Australian insurance 
consumers (including large law firms) with 
insurance for risks that cannot appropriately 
or conveniently be placed with authorised 
insurers in Australia.

Model Rules 
The Model Conduct Rules Working Group 
has commenced its review of  the Model 
Rules announced by the Law Council in 
March 2002.

Priority matters for the working group 
include revisiting the media comment rule; 
the extent to which the Model Rules should 
specify conduct and conflict of  interest issues 
that potentially arise for insurance defence 
lawyers; the extent to which the Codes of  
Professional Conduct now operating in the 
States and Territories diverge from the Model 
Rules in scope and text; and the enactment 
of  statutory definitions for unsatisfactory 
professional conduct and professional 
misconduct.

Support for the Law Counc�l’s 
Internat�onal Strategy
Because of  the synergy between Australia’s 
system of  regulation of  the legal profession 
and the expansion of  opportunities in the 
international legal services market, the 
National Profession Project team is becoming 
increasingly involved in supporting delivery of  
the Law Council’s international strategy. 
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Other Matters
Over the 2006-2007 period, the National 
Profession Project team:

Developed an information paper titled 
Practising Foreign Law in Australia which 
was presented to the Japanese Ministry 
of  Justice delegation in January 2007 
and at the Australian-European Lawyers 
Conference in March 2007. It was refined 
for use by the Australian delegation to 
China and the USA when promoting 
access to the Australian legal services 
market in negotiations for greater access 
by Australian lawyers to overseas markets.

Participated in developing a draft protocol 
for the exchange of  information between 
Australian and US legal profession 
regulators to support improved access to 
the United States legal services market.

Formulated a “country brief ” about access 
to the legal services market in Australia 
and Australia’s overseas market access 
objectives, as part of  what will become 
a series of  published country briefs, 
developed jointly by ILSAC and the Law 
Council.

Provided an article titled Legal Education and 
the Admission Process in Australia in The Bar 
Examiner, the quarterly journal of  the (US) 
National Conference of  Bar Examiners.

Made submissions to the Australian 
Bureau of  Statistics on updating the survey 
instruments for the 2008 Survey of  the 
Australian Legal Profession to bring the 
instruments into line with the terms of  the 
Model Bill.

Prepared an article (Q&A format) for 
publication in the Law Management Journal 
about the objectives of  the National Legal 
Profession Project.

The Rule of Law and 
Executive Powers
Between June 2006 and June 2007, the Law 
Council made a number of  submissions to 
Australian Parliament and other independent 
inquiries about the expansion and exercise of  
executive powers and their actual or potential 
impact on the rule of  law and fundamental 
rights and freedoms. 
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Austral�an Cr�me Comm�ss�on 
Coerc�ve Powers Rev�ew
On 30 January the Law Council made a 
written submission to a review of  certain 
provisions of  the Australian Crime Commission 
Act relating to the ACC’s coercive powers. 
Mark Trowell QC was appointed by the 
Minister for Justice and Customs to conduct 
the review. 

The Law Council’s submission addressed: 

The extent to which the ACC’s coercive 
powers are being utilised for routine police 
investigations; 

The absence of  any statutory limitations 
on when a witness, who is already 
subject to criminal proceedings, may be 
summonsed to appear before the ACC; 

The extent to which the risk of  harm to 
witnesses has been properly considered 
and addressed as a reason for non-
compliance with the ACC; and 

The availability of  legal aid. 

At the end of  June 2007, the findings of  the 
review were yet to be tabled in Parliament.

Rev�ew of Terror�st Organ�sat�on 
L�st�ng Prov�s�ons Under the 
Cr�m�nal Code
On 9 February the Law Council made 
a submission to the Parliamentary Joint 
Committee on Security and Intelligence, 
which is conducting a review of  the terrorist 
organisation listing provisions in the Criminal 
Code. On 4 April, the Council gave oral 
evidence before the committee. 

Under the Criminal Code, the Governor-
General, on advice from the Attorney-
General, may issue a regulation declaring that 
an organisation is a terrorist organisation. 
Serious criminal consequences follow for 
anyone associated with an organisation 
proscribed in this manner.

The Law Council told the committee that 
because of  the absence of  criteria guiding 
the exercise of  the proscription power, and 
a subsequent lack of  transparency in the 
proscription process, it has not been clear to 
date what aim the proscription provisions are 
directed towards. 

◊
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The Law Council reiterated concerns that the 
proscription provisions do not afford affected 
parties the opportunity to be heard prior to an 
organisation being listed. 

The Law Council told the committee that it 
continues to believe that the most appropriate 
way to ensure that the proscription power 
is exercised in a transparent manner which 
conforms with principles of  natural justice 
and safeguards against unnecessary rights 
infringements is to make the proscription 
process a judicial process. 

It added that the safeguards formally and 
informally incorporated in the current process 
are inadequate and cannot compensate for a 
judicial process.

Finally, the Law Council said that it is 
unjustified and unnecessary to rely on an 
organisation’s “advocacy” alone as a basis for 
proscription.

The committee was quite hostile to a 
number of  the Law Council’s submissions. 
In particular, the committee took issue 
with the categorisation of  the process as 
ad hoc and doubted that a judicial process 
was appropriate or would deliver greater 
transparency. 

Following the hearing, the Law Council 
submitted a further 15-page written 
submission on issues raised by the committee.

At the end of  June 2007, the committee was 
yet to table its report. 

AusCheck Leg�slat�on
On 23 February the Law Council made 
a submission to the Senate Legal and 
Constitutional Affairs Committee inquiry 
into the AusCheck Bill. On 1 March, the Law 
Council gave evidence on the Bill before the 
committee.

The Bill sets out a rudimentary framework for 
the establishment of  a background checking 
service, AusCheck, within the Attorney-
General’s Department.

The Law Council’s primary concern with 
the Bill was that it failed to establish clear 
parameters on the purposes for which 
background checking may be undertaken, 
the types of  information which may be 
gathered, the uses that may be made of  that 
information and the procedures which must 
be observed in the process. In essence, the Bill 
left all of  this detail to the regulations.

The Senate Committee’s report adopted a 
number of  the Law Council’s recommended 
amendments to the Bill.

Many of  these recommendations were, in 
turn, reflected in the Act as finally passed. 
Most significantly:

The AusCheck Act as passed confines 
AusCheck to conducting background 
checking for the purposes of  the existing 
Aviation Security Identification Card 
and the Maritime Security Identification 
Card schemes. If  AusCheck is to be used 
to conduct background checks in other 
areas, further authorising legislation will be 
required. 

The AusCheck Act as passed does not allow 
for regulations to be made which expand 
the type of  information which may be 
gathered as part of  a background check.

While the Law Council’s recommendation 
regarding periodic parliamentary reporting 
was not reflected in the Act as passed, the 
Attorney-General gave an undertaking 
to Parliament to include this information 
in the Attorney-General’s Department 
Annual Report.

Subm�ss�on on the Cr�mes 
Leg�slat�on Amendment B�ll
On 19 January the Law Council provided 
a written submission to the Legal and 
Constitutional Affairs Committee on the Crimes 
Legislation Amendment (National Investigative Powers 
and Witness Protection) Bill 2006. 

The Bill sought to substantially extend the 
unsupervised powers of  Commonwealth law 
enforcement agencies in a manner which has 
the potential to adversely impact the rights 
and privacy of  Australian citizens.

On 22 January, the Law Council gave oral 
evidence before the committee.

The Law Council expressed the view that a 
manifest need for extended law enforcement 
powers had not been demonstrated and 
that in the circumstances no further erosion 
of  Australian citizens’ rights should be 
sanctioned by the Australian Parliament. 
Issues of  particular concern which were raised 
by the Law Council included:

The extension of  controlled operations 
to potentially cover any Commonwealth 
offence;
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The continued absence of  an independent 
and external approval processes for 
controlled operations;

The removal of  the role of  nominated 
members of  the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal in approving any continuation 
of  a controlled operation beyond three 
months in favour of  internal agency 
approval processes for extending the 
duration of  a controlled operation;

The removal of  any limits on the maximum 
duration of  a controlled operation; 

The extension of  protection from criminal 
and civil liability to civilian informants who 
participate in controlled operations;

The grant of  power to the law enforcement 
officer directly in charge of  a controlled 
operation to authorise civilians to engage in 
unlawful conduct with impunity;

The dilution of  reporting requirements 
imposed on law enforcement agencies 
engaged in controlled operations;

The introduction of  witness protection 
certificates which allow law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies to decide whether 
a covert operative can give evidence under 
a false identity, and which shields that 
decision from any form of  review;

The introduction of  delayed-notification 
search warrants which allow police officers 
to enter premises covertly, without giving 
notice to the occupier, for an extended, 
and potentially indefinite period;

The grant of  additional powers to law 
enforcement officers allowing them to use 
seized electronic equipment, such as mobile 
phones, to access information which would 
otherwise require them to obtain a warrant 
under the Telecommunications (Interception and 
Access) Act 1979;

The augmentation of  the coercive powers 
of  the Australian Crime Commission 
(ACC) including by:

Extending the power of  an ACC 
examiner to allow him or her to 
require a person to provide evidence 
by sworn written statement, including 
in circumstances where that statement 
may be self-incriminating;

Providing express power to an ACC 
examiner to exclude an examinee’s 
legal practitioner of  choice from 
an examination and to continue the 
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examination notwithstanding that the 
examinee would then be without any 
legal representation;

Imposing an evidential burden on a 
defendant charged with providing false 
or misleading evidence to the ACC, 
requiring that defendant to demonstrate 
that the relevant evidence was not false 
or misleading in a material particular.

The report of  the Senate committee was issued 
on 7 February. While it incorporated several of  
the Law Council’s recommendations, in general 
the report only dealt with the Bill in a relatively 
superficial manner and failed to comment on 
some of  the provisions of  greatest concern to 
the Law Council.

At the end of  June 2007, the Bill was still 
before the Australian Parliament. 

Other Areas
The Law Council also made submissions or 
contributed to debate on:

Proposed amendments to the national 
classification regime to specifically cover 
materials deemed to advocate terrorism;

The use of  covert search warrants in New 
South Wales;

The National Security Information (Criminal 
and Civil Proceedings) Act 2004; and

The review of  Australia’s mutual assistance 
and extradition arrangements.

Tort Law Reform
The Law Council has continued to work 
with the law societies and bar associations to 
effect reform of  personal injury laws and to 
contribute to public debate about the rights of  
injured people.

Fa�r Go for Injured People 
Campa�gn
Many Australians, injured through no fault of  
their own, have suffered at the hands of  unfair 
reforms to personal injury compensation laws. 

It all began about six years ago when 
governments across Australia began making 
sweeping changes to workers compensation, 
motor accident, and civil liability legislation. 

The aim was to reduce the number of  
“minor” claims, which some claimed 
were responsible for a so-called “litigation 

»

◊

◊

◊

◊



LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007

�0
LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007

explosion”, driving up the cost of  insurance 
premiums and making them increasingly 
unaffordable.

Harsh tests were introduced, making it more 
difficult to receive compensation for injuries, 
and caps were used to restrict the amount of  
compensation received. 

The legal profession has long argued that these 
changes went too far. The pendulum had swung 
too far in favour of  insurance companies, leaving 
injured Australians out in the cold.

Even the architect of  the reforms, Justice 
Ipp (whose 2002 Ipp Report provided the 
intellectual framework for the most recent 
amendments to the law), conceded that the 
changes had gone too far. 

The Law Council was prompted to join forces 
with fellow peak bodies and other organisations 
to launch campaigns aimed at highlighting the 
unfairness of  the reforms and encouraging 
governments to re-think the changes.

The most recent campaign came to a close in 
March 2007. The A Fair Go For Injured People 
campaign was the initiative of  four peak 
legal bodies: the Law Society of  New South 
Wales, the New South Wales Bar Association, 
the Law Council of  Australia and Australian 
Lawyers’ Alliance.

Launched in 
September 2006, the 
campaign set out to 
raise awareness and 
educate the public 
about the impact of  
the laws in the lead 
up to the March 2007 
State election.

From Tweed Heads 
to Newcastle to 
Goulburn and the far 
south coast, campaign 
representatives and 
volunteers spread the 
“fair go” message to 
politicians, lawyers, 
community leaders 
and the general public.

In March 2007, in the weeks leading up to 
the State election, more than 100 volunteers 
turned Sydney’s Martin Place into a sea of  
yellow, handing out leaflets and encouraging 
members of  the public to sign letters. 

At the end of  the day, the volunteers had 
collected more than 2000 signed letters to the 
New South Wales Premier and the Leader 
of  the Opposition, which were subsequently 
delivered. 

“We set out to raise awareness and educate 
the public about the impact of  the laws,” said 
New South Wales Bar Association President 
Michael Slattery QC.

With the Iemma Government re-elected, and 
the plight of  injured people in New South 
Wales unlikely to improve, the legal profession 
has vowed to continue its campaign against 
unfair compensation laws, both in New South 
Wales and around the country.

Safety, Rehab�l�tat�on 
and Compensat�on Act 
Amendments
The Law Council made submissions and 
appeared at public hearings into the Safety, 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Amendment 
Act 2007 (the SRC Act), which places 

significant 
restrictions on 
the rights of  
Commonwealth 
employees to claim 
compensation for 
workplace injuries 
and diseases. 

The Law Council 
opposed several of  
the key changes, 
which were regarded 
as mere cost-saving 
measures with likely 
deleterious effects 
for Commonwealth 
public servants 
and other workers 
covered by the 
SRC Act.
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A Fair Go For Injured People

Adding insult 
to injury!

4%
2%
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How much is your body worth?  

Under NSW law, more than 90% of people injured through 
the fault of someone else don't meet the test for fair compensation 

because of complex percentage thresholds. 

Doctors who assess you must use American guidebooks which ignore 
the impact of your injury on your life. You don’t even get to have your say.

To make matters worse, the system makes you face different tests for work,
motor vehicle and other injuries – which all add insult to injury.  

Imagine if this happened to you or someone you know. 
It’s time to restore fairness and consistency.

To find out more visit www.faircompensation.com.au or call 1800 357 596



LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007 LAW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA • ANNUAL REPORT • 2006 – 2007

��

LCA SECTIO
N REPO

RTS

Business Law Section
The Business Law 
Section (BLS) conducts 
the majority of  its work 
and activities through 
its eleven specialist 
committees and its two 
working parties. 

The Section’s specialist 
committees and working 

parties cover the following fields of  law:

Construction and Infrastructure
Corporations
Customs and International Transactions
e-Commerce
Financial Services
Insolvency and Reconstruction
Intellectual Property
Media and Communications
Privacy (Working Party)
Resources, Energy and Environment
Small Business (Working Party)
Taxation
Trade Practices

CLE Program
During the 2006-07 financial year the BLS 
organised the following workshops:

Trade Practices Workshop 
Canberra, 21-23 July
Insolvency Law Workshop 
Canberra, 10-12 August
Corporations Workshop 
Perth, 1-3 September
5th Australian Business Workshop 
Wollongong, 17-19 November 
Federal Court Judges’ Taxation Workshop 
Melbourne, 30-31 March 2007

Representat�on on External 
Organ�sat�ons
The BLS is represented on the following 
external organisations:

Australian Accounting Research 
Foundation
Customs National Consultative Committee
Federal Magistrates Court Liaison Committee
Insolvency Law Advisory Group
National Tax Liaison Group (and its 
subcommittees)
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Personal Property Securities Advisory 
Committee
Standards Australia
Treasury Trade Practices Consultative 
Committee

The Chairman represented the Section 
at the International Bar Association’s 
Council meetings in Chicago and Zagreb in 
September 2006 and May 2007 respectively.

Subm�ss�ons
During the 2006-07 financial year, the BLS 
lodged submissions on the following:

Inquiry into the Customs Legislation 
Amendment (Modernising Import Controls and 
Other Measures) Bill 2006
Joint study of  the administration of  
Australia’s anti-dumping system
ASIC discussion paper: Managing conflicts of  
interest in the financial services industry
Finsia’s Takeover Package, April 2006
Amendments to duty recovery and 
payments under protest provisions of  the 
Customs Act 1901
Corporations Act: ASX Listed Preference 
Shares
Review of  the potential revenue bias in 
private binding rulings involving large 
complex matters
Energy reform implementation group 
issues paper, July 2006
Extension of  jurisdiction of  the Federal 
Magistrates Court
Lawyers’ roles in prospectus registration
Copyright Amendment (Technological Protection 
Measures) Bill 2006
CAMAC report, Corporate Duties Below 
Board Level
Draft Corporations Amendment (Takeovers) 
Bill 2006
Copyright Amendment Bill 2006: Exceptions 
and other digital agenda review measures
Promoter penalty measures
Corporations Amendment (NZ Closer Economic 
Relations) Bill 2006
Customs legislative amendments
Proposed regulations related to the Trade 
Practices Legislation Amendment Act (No. 1) 2006 
and the Treasury’s Guidelines, A New 
Collective Bargaining Regime for Small Business
ACIP Report, Patents Experimental Use, 
September 2006
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Testamentary trusts
Transfer pricing
Parallel importation of  trade marked goods
Inquiry into the Bankruptcy Legislation 
Amendment (Superannuation Contributions) 
Bill 2006
Inquiry into Customs Legislation Amendment 
(Augmenting Offshore Power and Other 
Measures) Bill 2006
Draft guidelines for dumping and 
countervailing duty applications and 
guidelines on related party transactions
Information sharing with RPAs
Personal Property Securities Review – 
Registration and search issues
Inquiry into the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988
Component Pricing – Amendments to 
the Trade Practices Legislation Amendment 
Bill (No. 3) 2006
ASX Corporate Governance Council’s 
Principles of  Good Corporate Governance 
and Best Practice Recommendations
Precontractual disclosure reform proposals
Australia’s anti-dumping and anti-subsidy 
measures regime
Inquiry into the exposure draft of  the 
Corporations Amendment (Insolvency) Bill 2007 
and related draft regulations
National Emissions Trading Scheme
Review into objections to Australian Tax 
Office decisions
Post-grant patent enforcement strategies
Draft practice statements for tax scheme 
promoter penalties
Review of  the EFT code
Carbon capture and storage regulation
Section 974-80 of  the Income Tax Assessment 
Act 1997
Personal Property Security Reform – 
Enforcement, Priorities, Conflicts of  Laws, 
Enforcement and Insolvency
Review of  Sanctions in Corporate Law
Corporations Legislation Amendment 
(Simpler Regulatory System) Bill 2007 and 
supporting Bills
Insider Trading, March 2007
Operation of  the Infringement Notice 
provisions of  the Corporations Act 2001

Peter Doherty
Chair
Business Law Section
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Family Law Section
The Family Law 
Section (FLS) 
is the largest of  
the Law Council 
sections with over 
2200 members. It 
is managed by a 
Section Executive 
of  twelve members. 
Now in its 22nd year of  operation, the 
FLS provides national leadership for the 
family law profession and has developed 
a strong reputation as a source of  sound 
advice, working closely with the Courts, the 
Government and other bodies involved in 
family law to influence proposed changes 
to the law and day-to-day procedures, and 
to achieve advances for the benefit of  
practitioners and their clients.

FLS Legal Educat�on
The FLS is involved in a number of  
activities aimed at improving the standard of  
knowledge and professional service provided 
by family law practitioners.

2006-07 has been another busy year with 
the highlight being the Biennial National 
Family Law Conference in Perth. More 
than 800 delegates were treated to four 
days of  excellent professional development 
including presentations by Justice Michael 
Kirby, Attorney-General Philip Ruddock, 
Chief  Justice of  the Family Court of  Australia 
Diana Bryant, Chief  Federal Magistrate John 
Pascoe, the Baroness Hale of  Richmond and 
numerous leading practitioners and academics.

Other programs included the National Family 
Law Intensives in Sydney and Melbourne and 
the Independent Children’s Lawyer Training 
Program in Cairns.

Austral�an Inst�tute of Fam�ly 
Law Arb�trators and Med�ators
The FLS provides full administrative and other 
support for the activities undertaken by the 
Australian Institute of  Family Law Arbitrators 
and Mediators (AIFLAM). During 2006-07, 
the Institute conducted arbitration workshops, 
and teamed with Bond University Dispute 
Resolution Centre to provide a range of  Family 
Law Mediation Workshops.

AIFLAM is the nominee of  the Law Council 
to maintain the list of  approved arbitrators, 
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which is available through the FLS website 
Find an Arbitrator facility. At the end of  
June 2007, approximately 140 practitioners 
were registered on the list of  arbitrators. 

Nat�onal Fam�ly Law Moot 
Compet�t�on
The FLS sponsors and organises an annual 
national family law moot competition for 
students studying family law at Australian 
Universities. 2006-07 marked the 17th year of  
the competition. 

FLS Webs�te
FLS maintains an extensive research library of  
family law material on the FLS website along 
with the very popular Find a Family Lawyer and 
Find an Arbitrator search facilities. 

FLS Publ�cat�ons
Australian Family Lawyer 
2006-07 marked the 20th anniversary 
of  Australian Family Lawyer, which has 
grown from a basic newsletter into the 
preeminent publication for family law 
practitioners. Almost 80 editions of  the 
journal have been published in its twenty 
year history.

FLS Online News 
This electronic news bulletin is issued 
at the end of  every month and provides 
FLS members with a summary of  news, 
events and changes that have occurred 
during the month, as well as highlighting 
what’s happening in coming months. The 
bulletin also digests all judgments issued by 
the Family Court and Federal Magistrates 
Court during the month. 

FLS Subm�ss�ons
In terms of  pro-active law reform, the FLS 
has made submissions to the courts and 
government on a wide variety of  issues during 
2006-07 including:

Review of  the Family Court Case 
Management System 
The FLS identified a range of  initiatives 
which could have the effect of  reducing 
costs and improving the case management 
within the court.

Single Experts 
The FLS has worked successfully with the 
Family Court to overcome problems in 
relation to working with single experts.

◊

◊
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Family Law Rules 
The FLS wrote to the Attorney-General 
regarding a drafting error in relation 
to appeals, which was identified in the 
Full Court matter of  D and D [2006] 
FamCA 339. The FLS also wrote to the 
Family Court raising concerns arising from 
the absence of  any prescription within 
the Rules of  Court about the contents of  
grounds of  appeal.

Superannuation 
The FLS wrote to the Attorney-General 
recommending changes to the Defence 
Force Retirement and Death Benefits 
Scheme to address shortcomings in the 
operation of  Part VIIB of  the Family Law 
Act identified by the Full Court in Casey and 
Braione-Howard and Defence Force Retirement 
and Death Benefits Authority [2005].

Arbitration 
The FLS sought an amendment to 
regulation 67Q of  the Family Law 
Regulations 1984 regarding the appeal and 
review process for arbitral awards and, 
together with the Australian Institute of  
Family Law Arbitrators and Mediators, 
has also been actively working to promote 
arbitration as a widely accepted alternative 
method of  dispute resolution.

Practitioner/Client Costs 
The FLS made submissions to the Family 
Court in relation to the court opting out 
of  regulating practitioner/client costs.

Costs Certificates 
The FLS wrote to the Attorney-General 
regarding the criteria for issuing Costs 
Certificates and the quantum applied 
under the operation of  the Federal 
Proceedings (Cost) Act 1981 and the Federal 
Proceedings (Costs) Regulations 1981.

Child Support 
The FLS made a submission to the Senate 
Community Affairs Committee in response 
to the Child Support Legislation Amendment 
(Reform of  the Child Support Scheme – New 
Formula and Other Measures) Bill 2006.

Ian Kennedy AM
Chair
Family Law Section
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Federal Litigation Section

The Federal 
Litigation Section’s 
committees dealt 
with numerous 
issues during 
2006-07.

The Section’s Federal 
Court Liaison 

Committee has continued its program of  
regular liaison meetings with the Federal 
Court’s Practice and Procedure Committee on 
behalf  of  the Law Council. A report prepared 
by the Committee on Possible Innovations in Case 
Management has been enthusiastically received 
by the Court, with the Chief  Justice writing 
to specifically thank the committee for its 
valuable input.

Important matters being jointly addressed 
by these two committees include: case 
management issues, rules revision, electronic 
initiatives, and review of  costs.

The Administrative Law Committee continues 
to make a significant contribution to the work 
of  the Law Council through the submissions 
which it contributes.

The Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) 
Liaison Committee has continued its liaison 
with the AAT. This liaison focuses on issues 
of  practice and procedure in the Tribunal.

Additionally, although it is not strictly a Section 
Committee, David Gaszner, Chairman of  
the Federal Court Practice Committee, has 
continued to serve as Chair of  the Law Council’s 
Federal Magistrates’ Court Liaison Committee.

The Section produced a special edition of  
its Newsletter in July 2006 on client legal 
privilege, and launched its CLPWatch website 
in April 2007. This website, and the client 
legal privilege edition of  the newsletter, can 
be accessed at http://www.fedlaw.org.au/
clpwatch.html. 

Subm�ss�ons
During the 2006-07 financial year, the Federal 
Litigation Section has lodged the following 
submissions:

Administrative Review Council Report 
No. 47: The Scope of  Judicial Review 
(July 2006).
Federal Court of  Australia: Final Report in 
Relation to Possible Innovations to Case 
Management (August 2006).

◊

◊

The Federal Litigation Section also provided 
assistance to the Law Council on its 
submission on ALRC Issues Paper 33: Client 
Legal Privilege and Federal Investigatory Bodies, 
lodged in June 2007.

CLE Program
The Industrial Law Committee is organising a 
national seminar series on occupational health 
and safety laws.

The Federal Court Practice Committee is 
looking onto conducting a seminar series on 
client legal privilege.

The AAT Liaison Committee had held 
discussions with the AAT about conducting a 
possible joint forum in 2007 or 2008.

Peter Kite SC
Chair
Federal Litigation Section

International Law Section
The 2006-07 financial 
year was a busy and 
productive twelve months 
for the International Law 
Section (ILS). The ILS 
advises government and 
represents the interests 
of  lawyers throughout 
Australia in international 
and transnational matters.

LAWASIA Focus Group
At its meeting on 11 September 2006, 
the Executive of  the ILS approved the 
establishment of  an ILS/LAWASIA Focus 
Group. The focus group is co-chaired by 
Dr Gordon Hughes and Glenn Ferguson. 

Europe Focus Group 
More than 60 participants attended the 
inaugural Australian/European Lawyers 
Conference on 2 and 3 March 2007. The 
conference was organised by the European 
Focus Group. 

Notable attendees included Law 
Council President Tim Bugg, the Ambassador 
and Head of  Delegation of  the European 
Commission to Australia and New Zealand, 
Bruno Julien, and the Deputy Secretary of  the 
Attorney-General’s Department, Ian Govey.
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The Focus Group also hosted four seminars 
on topics such as renewable energies, investing 
in Europe, and international investment 
arbitration.

Imm�grat�on Lawyers 
Assoc�at�on of Australas�a 
Focus Group
Around 60 practitioners attended the 
Inaugural CPD Immigration Law Conference 
in Melbourne on 9 and 10 February 2007. The 
conference was organised by the Immigration 
Lawyers Association of  Australasia 
(ILAA) Focus Group and the Refugee and 
Immigration Legal Centre. 

The ILAA Focus Group also arranged 
Department of  Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) briefing sessions which proved to be 
very successful among immigration lawyers. 

Austrade Roundtable 
The ILS and Austrade co-hosted four 
Roundtables in 2006-07. Roundtables were 
held in Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth. 

Speakers included Geoff  Gray, Senior 
Austrade Commissioner in Washington DC, 
Miles Kupa, Australian High Commissioner 
to Singapore, Maurine Lam, Austrade Senior 
Trade Commissioner to Singapore, and Peter 
Rasmussen, Senior Trade Commissioner to 
Western Europe and Scandinavia. 

ILS/IBA Focus Group
The Law Council, supported by the Law 
Society of  New South Wales and the New 
South Wales Bar Association, has issued a 
formal invitation to the International Bar 
Association to hold its annual conference in 
Sydney in September 2014. 

The ILS/IBA Focus Group was heavily 
involved in the preparation of  this invitation 
document. 

Human R�ghts Focus Group
During 2006-07, the ILS Executive appointed 
John North as the Convenor of  the Human 
Rights Focus Group and as Special Advisor 
on human rights. 

Due to this appointment and the work of  
the Human Rights Observer Panel chaired 
by Nick Cowdery QC, the ILS will be able 
to give increased support to the Law Council 
regarding human rights issues. 

The ILS continued to support the Human 
Rights Fund and will start another 
advertisement campaign in 2007-08. 

Internat�onal Legal Issues 
Focus Group
The International Legal Issues Focus Group 
and the Centre for Asia and Pacific Law of  
the University of  Sydney (CAPLUS) were 
in the process of  organising a conference to 
be held in July 2007. The Conference will be 
entitled Doing Business in China and Indonesia. 
Judge He Bo of  the Beijing High People’s 
Court will address attendees. 

Commerc�al Law Assoc�at�on 
All�ance
The ILS and the Commercial Law Association 
have extended their Memorandum of  
Understanding for a further year. The alliance 
became effective on 1 January 2006. The first 
joint seminar was held in August 2006. 

Internat�onal Trade Law 
Sympos�um
More than 60 practitioners attended this 
year’s invitation-only International Trade 
Law Symposium on 4 and 5 May, which was 
organised by the International Trade and 
Business Focus Group and co-hosted by the 
Attorney-General’s Department. Attendees 
were addressed by the Federal Attorney-
General as well as leading practitioners, 
academics and government representatives. 

ILS Homepage and Newsletter
The ILS successfully communicates with its 
membership through the ils@lawcouncil.asn.au 
email address and its popular website, which 
had nearly 8,000 visitors last year. The website 
was not only visited by practitioners from 
Australia but also from Malaysia, China, USA, 
UK as well as Moldova, Ivory Coast, Estonia 
and Iceland. 

South Pacific Bar Secretariat
The International Bar Association (IBA) has 
agreed to fund the establishment of  a South 
Pacific Bar Secretariat within the Law Council 
Secretariat with the amount of  $25,000. 

The Secretariat is a joint project by the 
IBA, ILS and the New Zealand Law Society 
and will include the Cook Islands, Kiribati, 
Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Niue, Papua New Guinea, 
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Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, the Solomon Islands, 
Noumea, French Polynesia, Nauru and 
Norfolk Island. 

The Secretariat will be launched following 
the South Pacific Bar Forum in August 2007, 
which has been funded by AusAid. 

Key Act�v�t�es 
Key activities of  the ILS in 2006-07 included:

Supporting the Law Council in expanding 
opportunities for Australian lawyers in the 
United States, Malaysia, India and China.
Working with the International Legal 
Services Advisory Council (ILSAC) on 
creating valuable statistics on the export of  
Australian legal services.
Promoting the Australian profession 
within the International Bar Association 
(IBA), Commonwealth Lawyers’ 
Association (CLA) and LAWASIA.
Providing opportunities for Australian 
lawyers through the ILS/Austrade 
Roundtable (which was expanded to Perth 
and Brisbane).
Organising the International Trade Law 
Symposium in conjunction with the 
Attorney-General’s Department.
Organising the inaugural Australian/
European Lawyers Conference.
Organising the inaugural CPD 
Immigration Law Conference.
Working with the Attorney-General’s 
Department and major law firms to 
organise the China/Australia Legal 
Exchange Program which brought ten 
Chinese lawyers to Australia.
Establishing the South Pacific Bar 
Secretariat. 

Engagement w�th Internat�onal 
Organ�sat�ons
The Law Council nominated ILS Chair 
Russell Miller for election for the position of  
Secretary-General of  the IBA. Unfortunately 
Mr Miller was not successful, although he was 
supported by 30 former IBA presidents and 
member organisations. 

The Law Council nominated Margery Nicoll, 
Director International, for election as an 
Officer at Large of  the IBA’s Bar Issues 
Commission. Ms Nicoll was elected. 

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

The Convenor of  the ILS/Commonwealth 
Lawyers’ Association Focus Group, Ron 
Heinrich, is expected to be elected as 
President of  the Commonwealth Lawyers’ 
Association in September 2007.

ILS Treasurer Glenn Ferguson is currently the 
Vice-President of  LAWASIA and is expected 
to be elected as the next President.

Russell Miller AM
Chair
International Law Section

Legal Practice 
Section
The Legal Practice 
Section and its special 
interest groups provide 
assistance to lawyers in various areas of  
specialist practice and practice management. 
The Section encourages and promotes 
national uniformity of  laws and procedural 
issues, most notably in relation to property 
law.

Property Law Reform All�ance
The Australian Property Law Group 
continues to be actively involved with the 
Property Law Reform Alliance (PLRA). The 
objective of the PLRA is to work towards the 
uniformity and harmonisation of property 
laws and procedures across Australia. Member 
bodies include the Australian Institute of 
Conveyancers, the Australian Property 
Institute, the Housing Industry Association, 
the Institution of Surveyors Australia, the 
Property Council of Australia, the Real 
Estate Institute of Australia, Master Builders 
Australia, and a number of the State and 
Territory law societies. 

Harmon�ous System of Torrens T�tle
The Australian Property Law Group, in 
consultation with the State and Territory law 
societies, has prepared a model guideline for 
a harmonious system of  Torrens Title. It is 
intended to promulgate and promote this 
model to Registrars and State and Territory 
Governments so as to encourage reform of  
existing State and Territory systems for a far 
greater degree of  harmonisation.

LCA SECTIO
N REPO

RTS
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Electron�c Conveyanc�ng
The Australian Property Law Group has 
been actively involved in the Law Council’s 
Electronic Conveyancing Working Group.

Tort Law Reform
The Directors of  the Law Council resolved 
in June 2007 to merge the Law Council’s 
existing Accident Compensation Committee 
and Tort Law Working Group with the Legal 
Practice Section’s Personal Injuries Litigation 
Committee, to form a new committee residing 
within the Legal Practice Section called 
the Personal Injuries and Compensation 
Committee.

The Legal Practice Section, through its 
Personal Injuries Litigation Committee, has 
been actively involved in the Law Council’s 
work in relation to Tort Law Reform, 
including the major Fair Go for Injured 
Workers campaign in New South Wales 
during 2006-2007.

The new Personal Injuries and Litigation 
Committee will continue the active work 
of  the Law Council and the Legal Practice 
Section on tort law reform.

Superannuat�on Conference
The Superannuation Group conducts an 
annual Superannuation Lawyers Conference. 
As in previous years, the 2007 conference, 
held in Adelaide during February 2007, was 
very successful. Planning is under way for the 
next conference, to be held in Queensland in 
February 2008.

This conference has been run annually for 
several years, and has become widely regarded 
as the most important conference for 
superannuation lawyers in the country.

Subm�ss�ons
The Section, through its specialist groups, 
continues to respond to requests to 
prepare submissions on behalf  of  the Law 
Council and takes part in consultation with 
Government over a broad range of  issues.

During the 2006-07 Financial Year, the Legal 
Practice Section has lodged the following 
submissions:

Inquiry into the Structure and Operation 
of  the Superannuation Industry

◊

Submission on the Environment and Heritage 
Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2006
Compensation arrangements for financial 
services licensees 
Inquiry into the Safety Rehabilitation and 
Compensation and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2006
ASIC draft Policy Statement 184: 
Superannuation: Delivery of  product 
disclosure for investment strategies
Inquiry into the Safety Rehabilitation and 
Compensation and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2006: response to questions on notice
Streamlining Prudential Regulation: 
Response to Rethinking Regulation 
(February 2007)
Corporate and Financial Services 
Regulation Review – Draft Corporations 
Regulations amendments
Draft Environment Management and Pollution 
Control Amendment (Contaminated Sites) Bill 
(Tasmania) 

In addition to these submissions, the Section 
was represented at the following hearings:

A Senate Employment Workplace 
Relations and Education Committee 
hearing on the Inquiry into the Safety 
Rehabilitation and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2006 in February 2007 – attended by 
the Chairman of  the Personal Injuries 
Litigation Group, Mr Bill Redpath, and 
member of  the Personal Injuries Litigation 
Group, Mr Stuart Worsley.
A Productivity Commission hearing on its 
Consumer Policy Framework Issues Paper 
in March 2007 – attended by the Chairman 
of  the Australian Consumer Law Group, 
Mr Andy Anderssen.

Mark Cerché
Chair
Legal Practice Section

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊
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Financial Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2007
D�rectors’ Report
The directors of  Law Council of  Australia Limited submit herewith the annual financial report 
for the year ended 30 June 2007. In order to comply with the provisions of  the Corporations 
Act 2001, the directors report follows.

Directors and Directors’ Meetings
During the financial year there were 5 meetings of  directors. The names and particulars of  the 
directors of  the company during and since the financial year are:

Name
Number 

of  Possible 
Attendances

Number 
of  Actual 

Attendances
Particulars Remarks

Members of  the Executive
Tim Bugg 5 5 Barrister & Solicitor
Ross Ray QC 5 5 Barrister
John Corcoran 5 5 Solicitor
Glenn Ferguson 5 5 Solicitor
June McPhie 5 5 Solicitor
Constituent Body Appointed Directors
Greg Walker 5 5 Solicitor
Bryan Meagher SC 5 5 Barrister
Michael Slattery QC 5 4 Barrister
Allison Robertson 5 5 Solicitor Appointed 17 July 2006
Joe Pinder 5 3 Solicitor
Alexander Ward 5 5 Barrister
Philip Jackson 4 4 Solicitor
Catherine Gale 5 4 Solicitor
Ken Martin QC 5 5 Barrister
Maria Saraceni 5 4 Legal Practitioner
Robert Whitington QC 5 5 Barrister Appointed 16 September 2006
Mark Dreyfus QC 4 3 Barrister Resigned 26 April 2006
Jon Tippett QC 5 0 Barrister
Martin Daubney SC 5 3 Barrister Appointed 1 August 2006
Joe Catanzariti 5 3 Solicitor Appointed 20 July 2006
Chris Cunningham 1 1 Legal Practitioner Appointed 21 May 2007
Bruce Cutler 1 1 Solicitor Appointed 21 May 2007
Andrew Abbott 1 0 Barrister Appointed 22 May 2007
Michael Colbran QC 1 0 Barrister Appointed 26 April 2007
Constituent Body Appointed Alternative Directors
Philip Selth 2 2 Executive 

Director, NSW Bar 
Association

Alternative for Michael 
Slattery QC 3/12/06 and for 
Martin Daubney SC 16/9/06

Michael Slattery QC 3 3 Barrister Alternative for Jon Tippett QC 
on 3/2/07 and 24/3/07 and for 
Martin Daubney SC 23/6/07

Hugh Macken 1 1 Solicitor Alternative for Joe 
Catanzariti 16/9/06

Megan Mahon 2 2 Solicitor Alternative for Joe Pinder 
16/9/06 and 23/6/07

Michael Colbran QC 1 1 Barrister Alternative for Mark 
Dreyfus QC 3/2/07

Geoff  Provis 1 1 Solicitor Alternative for Cathy Gale 
3/2/07

FINANCIAL REPO
RT
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Name
Number 

of  Possible 
Attendances

Number 
of  Actual 

Attendances
Particulars Remarks

Geoff  Dunlevy 1 1 Barrister & Solicitor Alternative for Joe 
Catanzariti 23/6/07

Paul Lacava SC 1 1 Barrister Alternative for Michael 
Colbran QC 23/6/07

David Price 1 1 Executive Director, 
Law Society of  WA

Alternative for Maria 
Saraceni 23/6/07

Constituent Body Appointed Directors Who Resigned Before the First Board Meeting
Merran Short 0 0 Legal Practitioner Resigned 17/7/06
Brian Hayes QC 0 0 Barrister Resigned 16/9/06
Peter Lyons QC 0 0 Barrister Resigned 1/8/06

Company Secretaries
Peter Webb, Secretary-General, Law Council of  
Australia, joined the company in that role and 
became Company Secretary on 19 April 2004.

Stephen Schmidt, Director Finance and 
Administration, joined the company in that 
role and became Company Secretary on 
24 June 2006.

Principal Activities
The Law Council of  Australia is the peak 
body that represents and promotes the 
Australian legal profession at both a national 
and international level. It promotes the rule 
of  law, the administration of  justice, access to 
justice and general improvement of  the law.

During the financial year there was no 
significant change in the nature of  that activity.

Review of  Operations
The Law Council of  Australia (LCA) incurred 
a draw down in members’ equity through the 
2006-2007 financial period. In conjunction 
with this financial performance was the 
achievement of  numerous outcomes.

For the period 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007 a loss 
of  $166,903 was made (2006 $426,066 profit) 
with income tax expense of  $nil (2006 $nil).

Two business segments contributed to 
this outcome: the General Fund, which is 
funded by constituent member capitation 
fees, incurred a deficit of  $273,355 and the 
Sections, which are funded by membership 
subscriptions, earned a surplus of  $106,452. 
Both results are better than budget and reflect 
the extraordinary efforts of  Secretariat staff  
and Section volunteers alike.

Notable achievements through the 
General Fund include:

National Leadership – admission of  two 
new constituent members, the Large 
Law Firm Group (LLFG) Ltd and the 
Tasmanian Independent Bar, changes to 

1.

membership subscriptions, constitutional 
changes in regard to constituent members 
and voting rights, adoption of  a corporate 
governance reform process consistent with 
best practice, development of  Business 
and Strategic plans, and development of  
budget and other finance systems. (The 
Summit on National Representation of  
the Legal Profession and the Law Council 
Convention supported these endeavours.)

Lobbying and advocacy – significant 
resources were allocated to this area 
addressing the David Hicks issue and 
other issues arising from the National 
Security Information (Criminal and Civil 
Proceedings) Act, the Bali 9 and other 
Australians facing capital punishment, 
client legal privilege, customary law, 
tort law reform, superannuation for the 
disabled, and compensation law.

Policy development was extensive, involving:

E-conveyancing;

Harmonisation of  laws;

Professional standards;

Anti-money laundering;

Legal education;

National model cost agreement;

National civil legal aid scheme;

Indigenous Australians in the legal 
profession and justice system;

Sentencing laws;

AusCheck legislation; and

Military commission proposals.

Much work behind these and other policy 
developments were achieved through the 
LCA’s very active committee structure.

Membership services – includes such items 
as the national register of  practitioners, 
funding for AustLII, dual regulation of  
migration lawyers, litigation funding, 

2.

3.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

4.
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advocates immunity, legal profession 
regulation, Australian Law Management 
Journal, insurance, pro bono aspirational 
targets, ethical guidelines for mediators and 
the Indian and US legal services market. 

International – was an area of  focus 
involving representations to China, United 
States, New Zealand, India, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Fiji, Pakistan and East Timor, 
consistent with an International Strategy that 
addresses new legal markets for Australian 
lawyers and the furtherance of  the rule of  
law and protection of  human rights. 

The quantity and quality of  the abovemen-
tioned outcomes reflects the skills, experience 
and commitment of  Secretariat staff.

Notable achievements through the 
Sections include:

Business Law Section

General:

Liaison with senior representatives 
of  the Treasury, ATO, Customs 
Department, Attorney-General’s 
Department, the judiciary and 
Federal Magistrates.

CLE, five 2-day residential conferences 
including:

Annual Trade Practices Workshop 
July 2006.

Annual Insolvency Law Workshop 
August 2006.

Annual Corporations Workshop 
September 2006.

5th Australian Business Law 
Workshop November 2006.

Joint Taxation Workshop with 
Judges of  the Federal Court.

54 Submissions including:

Australian anti-dumping system, 
ASIC paper on conflict of  interest, 
customs duty recovery and 
payments, ASX listed preference 
shares and energy reform – 
September 2006.

Lawyers roles in prospectus 
registration, copyright, corporate 
duties below board level, promoter 
penalty measures and corporations 
amendments – December 2006.

Customs legislation, Trade Practices, 
IP, Testamentary trusts, transfer 
pricing, bankruptcy information 
sharing with RPAs, disclosure, 
corporate governance, and personal 

5.

1.

a.

i.

b.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

c.

i.

ii.

iii.

property securities reviews – 
March 2007.

A fair go for Australian industry, 
corporations amendments, national 
emissions trading scheme, inside 
participation in control transactions, 
patent enforcement strategies, 
the EFT code, provide equity 
investment and ATO discussion 
paper – June 2007.

Family Law Section

General:

Liaison with the Hon Philip 
Ruddock MP, Chief  Justice Diana 
Bryant, Justice Peter Rose, Justice 
Steve Strickland, Chief  Federal 
Magistrate John Pascoe.

Support of  the Australian Institute 
of  Family Law Arbitrators.

Significant Executive agenda items 
included:

Family Court case management 
review, family agreements and third 
parties appeal procedures, costs 
disclosures and child support reforms.

Arbitration, taxation of  costs, depo-
sitions in family law, qualifications.

Bankruptcy and superannuation, 
moot competition and Federal 
Proceedings Cost Act.

Solicitor and client costs, best 
practice guidelines, single expert 
rules and the legal aid survey.

Submissions:

Reducing case management costs 
and improving efficiency, Defence 
force retirement and death benefits 
scheme – September 2006.

Amendment to 67Q of  the Family 
Law Regulations and to the Child 
Support Legislation Amendment 
Bill – December 2006.

Federal Proceedings Act and 
regulations, parenting plan guide, 
Family Law Amendment Bill, Family 
Law superannuation regulations – 
March 2007.

Legal aid cap fees, families, 
Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs Legislation and family 
violence guidelines – June 2007.

CLE/Conferences:

Independent Children’s Lawyer 
Training Program.

iv.

2.

a.

i.

ii.

b.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

c.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

d.

i.
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National Seminar Series on Family 
Law Reform 2006.

12th Biennial National Family Law 
Conference.

Sydney and Melbourne Family Law 
Intensives.

International Law Section

General:

Conference of  US Chief  Justices.

IBA, ABA, LAWASIA and POLA 
Meetings.

Law Council delegations to China, 
US and Malaysia.

Australia-China Legal Exchange 
Program.

Japanese Delegation.

US-Australia Legal Services 
Roundtable.

Meeting of  the German-Australian-
Pacific Lawyer Association.

Seminars and Work Groups:

International Seminar Series in 
conjunction with the Commercial 
Law Association.

International Trade Law Symposium.

Austrade Roundtable.

Immigration Lawyers Association 
of  Australasia Focus Group briefing 
sessions.

CPD Immigration Law Conference.

Australian-European Lawyers 
Conference.

Conference on Law Reform and 
Business Efficiency in China and 
Indonesia.

Submissions:

Migration Act amendments.

Federal Litigation Section

Projects:

AAT Liaison Group.

Liaison with the Federal Courts 
Practice and Procedure Committee.

Client legal privilege: newsletter and 
website.

Submission on Report No. 47: the 
Scope of  Judicial Review.

Submission on Possible Innovations 
to Case Management.

ii.

iii.

iv.

3.

a.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

b.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

c.

i.

4.

a.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

Submission on Client Legal Privilege 
and Federal Investigatory Bodies.

Events:

Changing Face of  Industrial Law 
Seminars.

Client Legal Privilege.

Federal Occupation Health and 
Safety legislation.

Legal Practice Section

Projects:

Tort Law Reform.

Heavy involvement in the Property 
Law Reform Alliance.

Best practice for a harmonious 
system of  Torrens Title.

Electronic Conveyancing.

Input into Consumer Policy 
Framework Issues Paper.

Australian Law Management Journal.

Submission on the Environment and 
Heritage Amendment Bill.

Submission on Compensation 
arrangements for financial services 
licensees.

Submission on Managing Conflicts 
of  Interest in the Financial Services 
Sector.

Submission on the structure and 
operation of  the superannuation 
industry.

Submission on the Environment 
Management and Pollution Control 
Amendment Bill.

Submission on Corporate and 
Financial Services Regulation 
Review.

Submission on streamlining 
prudential regulation.

Submission on the Inquiry into the 
Safety Rehabilitation and Compensation 
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill.

Events:

Annual Superannuation Conference.

Section support staff  and the numerous 
volunteers value add to the Law Council 
of  Australia in an impressive way. The 
contribution of  the volunteers not only enables 
the production of  best practice submissions, 
CLE and professional networking, but adds 
significantly to the status of  the Law Council as 
a world class peak professional entity.

vi.

b.

i.

ii.

iii.

5.

a.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.

x.

xi.

xii.

xiii.

xiv.

b.

i.
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The 2007-2008 financial year will be a 
challenging one for the Secretariat. Of  
particular note will be:

Growth of  the Secretariat;

Corporate governance review;

Expansion of  its policy area and 
integration of  Section contributions;

Continued lobbying and advocacy in 
an environment where the Federal 
Government is placing pressure on the legal 
profession to participate in national debate;

Support of  the Sections in their policy and 
CLE endeavours; and

Expansion in international activities to 
establish new legal markets for Australian 
lawyers and to further the rule of  law and 
protection of  human rights.

Dividends
The company is a company limited by 
guarantee and in accordance with the Articles 
of  Association, no shares or debentures have 
been issued and no dividends have been 
recommended or paid.

Changes in State of  Affairs
During the financial year there was no significant 
change in the state of  affairs of  the company.

Subsequent Events
There has not been any matter or 
circumstance, other than that referred to in 
the financial statements or notes thereto, 

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

that has arisen since the end of  the financial 
year that has significantly affected or may 
significantly affect the operations of  the 
company, the results of  those operations, or 
the state of  affairs of  the company in financial 
years subsequent to this financial year.

Indemnification of  Officers and 
Auditors
During the financial year, the company paid 
a premium in respect of  a contract insuring 
the directors of  the company, the company 
secretaries and all executive officers of  the 
company against a liability incurred as such a 
director, secretary or executive officer to the 
extent permitted by the Corporations Act 2001. 
The contract of  insurance prohibits disclosure 
of  the nature of  the liability and the amount 
of  the premium.

The company has not otherwise, during or 
since the financial year, indemnified or agreed 
to indemnify an officer or auditor of  the 
company against a liability incurred as such an 
officer or auditor.

Future Developments
There are no foreseeable developments in 
the operations of  the company in future 
financial years and the expected results of  
those operations that are likely to result in 
unreasonable prejudice to the company. 

Auditors Independence Declaration
The auditors’ independence declaration is 
included in the financial report.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of  directors made pursuant to Section 298(2) of  the 
Corporations Act 2001. 

On behalf  of  the directors:

Tim Bugg       John Corcoran
Director and President       Director and Treasurer
Dated: 26 September 2007     Dated: 26 September 2007
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Independent Audit Report to the Members of Law 
Council of Australia Limited
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Independence Declaration to the Directors of Law 
Council of Australia Limited
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Directors’ Declaration
The directors declare that:

In the directors’ opinion, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be 
able to pay its debts as and when they become due and payable; and

In the directors’ opinion, the attached financial statements and notes thereto are in 
accordance with the Corporations Act 2001, including compliance with accounting standards 
and giving a true and fair view of  the financial position and performance of  the company.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of  the directors made pursuant to s.295 (5) of  the 
Corporations Act 2001.

On behalf  of  the directors:

Tim Bugg       John Corcoran
Director and President       Director and Treasurer
Dated: 26 September 2007     Dated: 26 September 2007

◊

◊
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Income Statement for the Financial Year Ended 
30 June 2007

$2007 $2006

Revenue 2 5,041,666 5,401,575
Employee benefits expense (2,133,820) (2,046,110)
Meetings and travel expense 3 (1,280,033) (925,224)
Subscriptions and contribution expense (43,619) (47,053)
Special projects, consultancy fees and contingency 
expense 4

(361,662) (272,376)

Depreciation and amortisation expense 10 (66,759) (69,587)
Media, publications and public affairs (328,784) (274,195)
Conferences, seminars and workshop (sections) expense (288,612) (694,089)
President’s allowance expense (151,968) (146,864)
Premises – cleaning , electricity and maintenance expense (87,925)  (82,399)
Premises – depreciation 10 - (80,000)
Other expenses from ordinary activities (465,387) (337,612)
(Loss)/Profit before income tax expense (166,903) 426,066

Income tax expense 5 - -

(Loss)/Profit for the period (166,903) 426,066
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Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2007
$2007 $2006

Current assets
Cash at bank and cash on hand 8 5,336,037 4,745,138
Inventory 5,809 7,192
Trade and other receivables 9 552,234 478,012
Australian Law Council Foundation advance - 3,840
Total current assets 5,894,080 5,234,182

Non-current assets
Property, equipment & furniture 10 2,129,735 2,158,263
Total non-current assets 2,129,735 2,158,263

Total assets 8,023,815 7,392,445

Current liabilities
Trade and other payables 11 595,148 561,059
Other liabilities 13 1,368,110 633,538
Provisions 12 294,807 253,266
Total current liabilities 2,258,065 1,447,863

Non-current liabilities
Provisions 14 65,945 77,874
Total non-current liabilities 65,945 77,874

Total liabilities 2,324,010 1,525,737

Net assets 5,699,805 5,866708

Equity & Reserves
Reserves 15 4,528,156 4,528,156
Accumulated funds – general 16a 752,515 1,065,033
Accumulated funds – conventions 16b 419,134 273,519
Total Equity & Reserves 5,699,805 5,866,708
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Statement of Recognised Income and Expense for the 
Financial Year Ended 30 June 2007

$2007 $2006

Gain on property revaluation 10 - 447,801
Income tax on items taken directly to or transferred from 
equity

- -

Net income recognised directly in equity - 447,801

(Loss)/Profit for the period (166,903) 426,066
Total recognised income and (expense) for the 
period

(166,903) 873,867
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Notes:
1 Summary of  accounting policies
2 Profit from operations
3 Council, Executive, Committee & Secretariat 

Expenses & Travel 
4 Special Projects
5 Income taxes 
6 Key management personnel remuneration
7 Remuneration of  auditors 
8 Cash at bank and on hand
9 Current trade and other receivables
10 Property, equipment and furniture
11 Current trade and other payables
12 Current provisions 
13 Other current liabilities
14 Non current provisions

15 Reserves
16 Retained earnings 
17 Commitments
18 Related party disclosures 
19 Borrowings
20 Subsequent events
21 Guarantee
22 Notes to the cash flow statement 
23 Employee Benefits
24 Cost Recoveries
25 Assets and Liabilities of  Trust for which the 

Company is Trustee
26 Financial Instruments
27 Additional company information

Cash Flow Statement for the Financial Year Ended 
30 June 2007

$2007 $2006

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from members and organisations 6,017,457 5,610,667
Payments to suppliers and employees (5,719,035) (5,493,108)
Interest received 330,708 253,774
Interest paid - (400)
Net cash provided by operating activities 22b 629,130 370,933

Cash flows from investing activities
Payment for furniture & equipment (38,231) (181,265)
Proceeds on sale of  furniture & equipment - 10,372
Net cash used in investing activities (38,231) (170,893)

Cash flows from financing activities
Repayment of  borrowings - (10,075)
Net cash used in financing activities - (10,075)

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 590,899 189,965

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of  the 
financial year

4,745,138 4,555,173

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of  the financial 
year 22a

5,336,037 4,745,138
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