
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE  
 
THE HON MICHAEL KIRBY AC CMG APPOINTED EDITOR IN CHIEF OF THE LAWS OF 
AUSTRALIA 
 
Thomson Reuters Australia is pleased to announce that The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG, former 
Justice of the High Court of Australia, has been appointed Editor in Chief of its flagship legal 
encyclopaedia The Laws of Australia.  
 
Michael Kirby's incomparable insight gained through a remarkable career at the bench and in law 
reform will bring new vigour to The Laws of Australia. Commenting on this appointment Tony Kinnear, 
CEO of Thomson Reuters’ said:  
 
“Michael Kirby’s services have of course been in high demand since his retirement from the High 
Court and we are honoured that he has chosen to involve himself in this project. The Laws of 
Australia is already a great resource for Australian lawyers and we are committed to making it even 
better. Michael Kirby is as renowned for the breadth of his legal knowledge and interests as he is for 
enthusiasm and drive and it is exciting to have him help guide the future of this publication.”
 
The new Editor in Chief will work with the encyclopaedia’s existing team of respected authors and 
editors to steer the development of the service through 2009 and beyond.  He will focus on helping 
commission additional authors for the work, and in identifying priority areas for updating as the 
encyclopaedia adopts an expanded publishing program commencing in the latter part of this year. He 
will also assist in the expansion of the program which has seen a number of key subtitles republished 
in standalone book format.  
 
Australia’s well-known former judge is looking forward to this new challenge: 
 
"It is very exciting to be associated with The Laws of Australia. The contributors are at the top of their 
game. The editorial staff have an infectious enthusiasm. We are all determined to make this 
superlative service even better! Every day new social and technical developments present fresh 
challenges to the law that must find their place in The Laws of Australia. Even Twitter presents legal 
challenges that we must cover. The Laws of Australia is going to get even better." 
 
Michael Kirby has previously been associated with Thomson Reuters as an advisor on the Criminal 
Law Journal and Australian Criminal Reports.   
 
Thomson Reuters recently published Appealing to the Future: Michael Kirby and His Legacy, a 
collection of essays reflecting on his contribution to the law.  
 
 
About The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG
 
Michael Kirby served as a Justice of the High Court of Australia for 13 years before his retirement in 
February 2009. He previously served for 12 years as President of the New South Wales Court of 
Appeal. He also held a commission as Judge of the Federal Court of Australia during 1983 and 1984, 
and as Deputy President of the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission from 1975 to 
1983.  
 
In 1991, Michael Kirby received Australia’s highest civil honour, Companion of the Order of Australia (AC). 
In the same year, he was awarded the Human Rights Medal by the Australian Human Rights Commission. 
Michael Kirby had previously been a Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George (CMG) in 1982, 
for his services to law. 
 
Michael Kirby is now President of the Institute of Arbitrators & Mediators Australia and a Board 
member of the Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration. He holds honorary positions 

http://www.michaelkirby.com.au/


at ANU, Deakin University, Southern Cross University, University of Tasmania and UNSW. His 
international posts include as member of the Reference Panel of UNAIDS on HIV/AIDS and human 
rights and member of the Judicial Reference Group of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
 
The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG official website: www.michaelkirby.com.au
Appealing to the Future: Michael Kirby and His Legacy 

http://www.thomsonreuters.com.au/catalogue/ProductDetails.asp?ID=9789  
 
 
About The Laws of Australia 
 
First published in 1994, The Laws of Australia encyclopaedia uses over 38,000 legal statements to 
summarise virtually all areas of Australian law.  
 
The Laws of Australia has more than 400 specialist authors and is overseen by an Editor in Chief and 
board of subject-area experts. It provides the principles of law and discusses their context in all 
Australian jurisdictions.  
 
The encyclopaedia covers 36 broad subject areas over 53 looseleaf volumes. Online is now the 
preferred medium for The Laws of Australia subscribers, and in this format it is one of Thomson 
Reuters’ most successful publications. It is fully integrated with other leading Thomson Reuters’ online 
services including FirstPoint, the Commonwealth Law Reports and Federal Court Reports. 
 
 
About Thomson Reuters  
 
Thomson Reuters is the publisher of The Laws of Australia and Appealing to the Future: Michael 
Kirby and His Legacy.  
 
Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent information for businesses and 
professionals. In 2008 Thomson Reuters celebrated 110 years of legal publishing in Australia. 
 
For more information visit: www.thomsonreuters.com.au  
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