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REES GOVT PLAYS WITH VICTIMS HOPES BUT 
IGNORES WORTHWHILE REFORM 

 
It is misleading for the embattled Rees Labor Government to promote the proposed 
review of the Charter of Victims Rights as providing new rights for victims of crime, 
Shadow Attorney General Greg Smith SC said today. 
 
“False hopes have been raised that somehow victims will have the final say in 
whether cases proceed to trial, notwithstanding insufficient evidence or other crucial 
factors which require either accepting a plea of guilty to a lesser charge or dropping 
the case,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“The DPP Office carries the responsibility and ethical duty to make decisions based 
on principle rather than emotion. Prosecutors are acutely conscious of, and never 
disregard, the suffering and hurt experienced by victims of crime and their family and 
friends,” he said. 
 
“To suggest however, that victims could have the final say in whether a prosecution 
proceeds or not, is a suggestion which is misleading and irresponsible. It would 
simply be unworkable in our criminal justice system. 
 
“What is needed is for the Rees Labor Government to properly fund the Office of the 
DPP so that prosecutions can proceed without financial pressure being placed on 
the prosecuting authority. 
 
“Rees Labor Government negotiated pay rises and forced ‘efficiency cuts’ on the 
DPP. This means that DPP staffing numbers continue to tumble, making it more 
difficult for the remaining experienced Crown Prosecutors and other DPP lawyers to 
prepare for trial in a timely manner. 
 
“Changing the Charter of Victims Rights will do nothing to remedy the inadequate 
staffing of an essential service in the fight against crime. 
 
“Victims of crime, their family and friends, as well as other witnesses are likely to 
experience greater inconvenience and frustration due to the growing shortage of 
experienced prosecutors. 
 
“Attorney General Hatzistergos could help reduce this suffering, specifically for family 
members of homicide victims, by changing sentencing laws to allow judges to take 
into account the extra trauma some suffer as an aggravating circumstance leading to 
a harsher sentence for a person convicted of murder,” Mr Smith said. 


