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     Media release 
                                 From the Deputy Premier and Attorney-General 

  
Wednesday, 29 July, 2009 
 
Report proposes new law on criminal jury directions 
 
The Brumby Labor Government will consider a report on how to improve laws around jury 
directions in criminal trials to avoid unnecessary retrials and appeals.   
 
Deputy Premier and Attorney-General Rob Hulls said the Government was committed to 
ensuring that accused persons receive a fair trial and that complex jury directions do not delay 
the justice system. 
 
He said the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s (VLRC) final report, which would be tabled in 
Parliament today, looked at changes to jury directions that could reduce court delays and the 
number of appeals. 
 
“Importantly, victims of crime can be further traumatised by court retrials and it is important we 
reduce court delays and appeals to reduce unnecessary hardship for victims.” 
 
While launching the VLRC report, Mr Hulls also announced the Government would release a 
discussion paper before the end of the year on broadening the jury pool. 
 
“At the moment, a range of occupations are excluded from serving on juries, including judges, 
police officers, lawyers, bail justices, court reporters, office holders such as the Auditor-General 
and Ombudsman and Members of Parliament,” Mr Hulls said. 
 
“There is an argument that some of these professions could be considered eligible for jury duty 
to ensure our juries are as broadly representative as possible.” 
 
Mr Hulls said the VLRC’s report found that both judges and lawyers recognised the need for an 
overhaul of jury directions law. “A jury’s understanding of the law applicable to the criminal case 
before them rests solely on the directions of the presiding trial judge,” he said. 
 
“These directions are crucial for juries in reaching fair and just verdicts, but it’s clear that jury 
directions in Victoria are too complex and lengthy. Charges to juries can sometimes last days, 
and jurors are less likely to reach fair outcomes if they cannot follow judges’ directions. 
 
“Having developed in a piecemeal fashion over time, the law governing jury directions now has 
too many technical requirements which judges must comply with, making the job of both the 
judges and the juries very difficult.” 
 
The VLRC’s report recommends the law concerning jury directions be simplified and 
consolidated in one piece of legislation, which sets out that jury directions must be as brief as 
possible and require judges to give any direction necessary for a fair trial. 
 
It calls for new measures to assist juries in criminal trials, including an outline of charges to 
clarify the issues and a jury guide setting out questions of fact to assist a jury in reaching its 
verdict. It also recommends more judicial education of trial judges on directing juries. 
 
Mr Hulls said the VLRC recommendations would be considered as part of the Government’s 
review of Victoria’s principal criminal laws. 

 


