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Course Outline

The course involves a combination of lectures, 
demonstrations, performances by participants, group 
reviews and individual coaching sessions. Participants 
prepare in depth a Federal Court brief and opening the 
case, examine and cross-examine witnesses and give a 
closing address. Considerable emphasis is placed upon 
case analysis and thoughtful preparation. 

Pre Course Preparation

Each barrister will be briefed for the Applicant or 
Respondent to appear in the Federal Court. The 
case is detailed and requires a good deal of close 
examination and thought. Barristers are expected to 
be ready to deliver an opening address on the first 
full day of the course, and as such it is essential that 
extensive preparation is undertaken before the course 
commences. 

Past experience suggests that at least three full days 
may be required. 

As part of that preparation, it is expected that 
each barrister will have prepared and submitted a 
chronology, an outline of opening address, an outline 
of the examination in chief for each witness, cross-
examination points and an outline for the closing 
address prior to the course commencing. 

These documents will be refined as the course 
proceeds.

Course Format

The general format of the course is to discuss the 
requirements of each performance in group sessions 
then senior advocates will demonstrate. The strengths 
and weaknesses of that performance are discussed 
and participants have the opportunity overnight to 
reconsider and refine their preparation for their own 
performances.

Welcome
Welcome from course director  
Phil Greenwood and course 
coordinator David Boddice S.C.

The Australian Bar Association’s fourth Advanced 
Advocacy Course is being held in Brisbane from  
18 – 22 January 2010. This is a course run by the 
profession for the profession. 

At least two years’ experience at the Independent 
Bar is a pre-requisite. More is beneficial. 

The Course is particularly suited to senior juniors 
who wish to hone their skills with the benefit of 
comments from coaches who include Supreme 
Court justices, Australian and International Senior 
Counsel and expert performance coaches. 

A Federal Court brief is provided for preparation. 
Performances by the barristers are video-recorded 
and analysed in small group and one-on-one 
coaching sessions. 

The emphasis is on developing each advocate’s 
strength in addressing, examining in chief and 
cross-examining.

People who have attended the course are referred 
to it as “seriously life-changing”. It is immensely 
rewarding for barristers wanting to perform at 
their best. 

• The course commences on Monday, 18 January 
2009 at 4.00pm. After a short welcome and 
introduction to the course, there will be a group 
session on case analysis, then a discussion about 
opening addresses followed by a demonstration 
opening address.

• On Tuesday (Case Analysis and Addressing Day), 
there will be intensive case analysis sessions (3 
barristers per coach) and each barrister opening 
his/her case.  Each performance will be followed 
by an in-court review and then an individual 
coaching session. In the evening there will be a 
discussion about examinations in chief followed by 
a demonstration.

• On Wednesday (Examination in Chief Day), 
each barrister will examine the three witnesses 
for the Applicant or the Respondent. Again, each 
performance will be followed by an in-court review 
and an individual coaching session. In the evening 
there will be a discussion about cross examination 
followed by a demonstration.

• On Thursday (Cross examination Day), each 
barrister will cross-examine the three witnesses for 
the Applicant or the Respondent and be reviewed. 
In the evening there will be a discussion about 
closing addresses followed by a demonstration.

• On Friday (Cross-examination and Closing Day), 
each barrister will re-cross-examine one of the 
witnesses (with review) and close the case (with 
review). 

Performances will take place in court rooms in groups 
of six. The performances will be recorded for the 
participants to review as they wish.

All coaches will be available during breaks and before 
and after sessions for consultation.

 



Coaches

The coaching faculty will comprise over 20 top 
Australian and international coaches including 
Justice Glenn Martin (SC of Queensland), Justice 
Ken Martin (SC of WA), Ian Temby QC (NSW), 
Ross Ray QC (Vic), Phil Greenwood SC (NSW), 
Charles Haddon-Cave QC (England), Tim Bruinders 
SC (South Africa), Chris Shanahan SC (WA), John 
Harris SC (ACT), Gerry Hanretty QC (Scotland), 
David Boddice SC (Qld) as well as performance 
coaches with particular expertise in voice, 
movement and impact.

2009 Coaches2009 Coaches and students

Tim Bruinders  
Admitted to the Johannesburg Bar 1989 
Appointed Silk 2004  
Acting High Court Judge (for short 
stints) since 2004  
Involved in advocacy training at the 
Johannesburg Bar since 1998 

Josephine O’Reilly 
Performance coach

Justice Glenn Martin 
Admitted 1979  
Appointed Silk 1998
President BAQ 2003-5
President ASA 2006-7
Supreme Court of Qld 2007

Ken Martin QC (WA) 
Admitted to practice 1978 
Appointed Silk 1997 
President WA Bar 2005-2007

Ian Temby QC (NSW) 
Admitted WA Bar 
Appointed Silk 1980 
Commonwealth DPPCommissioner, 
ICAC NSW

Ross Ray QC (Vic) 
Admitted Vic Bar 1976 
Appointed Silk 1996 
Chairman, Vic Bar 2004-5 
President, Law Council 2007-8

Phil Greenwood SC (NSW)  
Admitted to NSW Bar 1982  
Appointed Silk 1997  
Chairman, Australian Advocacy 
Training Council 2008

Charles Hadden-Cave QC (UK)
Admitted to UK Bar 1980 
Appointed Silk 1999 
Chairman, UK Advocacy Training 
Council since 2007

Lucy Cornell
Performance coach

Chris Shanahan SC (WA) 
Admitted to practice 1982 
Appointed Silk 2004 
Vice President, WA Bar 2006-7



Course Cost

The cost for the course is $3,300 (GST inclusive). This 
cost includes:

• All course materials and readings. 

• Course venue, equipment, transcript services and 
stationery.

• Five nights accommodation (Monday-Friday 
nights) at the Sebel Citigate Hotel King George 
Square.

• All breakfasts, lunches, pre-dinner drinks and 
dinners. 

• Final night off-site dinner including drinks. 

Please note that there are no discounts being offered 
for Brisbane residents or those barristers who wish to 
stay off-site as it is a residential course. 

Travel costs to Brisbane are additional for interstate 
barristers and are to be organised by the barristers 
individually. 

Important Payment Information 

A non-fundable deposit of $600 is payable upon 
registration. The balance of $2,700 is payable on or 
before 19 November 2009.

If you withdraw from the course after the payment of 
the course fees, the balance payment (after the non-
refundable deposit) of $2,700 will be refunded only if 
the vacant position can be filled by another barrister 
who pays the full course fee.

Course Venue

Courts Complex

The Supreme and District Court complex is located 
in George Street in the Brisbane CBD and the 
facilities have been generously made available by 
the Honourable Paul de Jersey AO, Chief Justice of 
Queensland and Her Honour Chief Judge Patsy Wolfe, 
District Court of Queensland. 

The main plenary sessions will be held in the spacious 
Banco Court. Lunches and tea breaks will be taken in 
the Court Complex and Court Terrace Restaurant on 
the Ground Floor. 

Hotel 

The Sebel Citigate Hotel is located within the heart of 
the city – corner of Ann and Roma Streets. The Hotel 
is opposite King George Square and is just a short walk 
to the Courts Complex and close to the main shopping 
precinct of the Queen Street Mall. 

During the course breakfasts, pre dinner drinks and 
most dinners will be take place at the hotel. Some 
meals may take place around the local area including 
the final dinner. 

Useful websites:

Bar Association of Queensland: www.qldbar.asn.au

Hotel: http://www.mirvachotels.com/sebel-king-george-
square-brisbane 

About Brisbane, useful information, maps, transport: 
http://www.ourbrisbane.com/

The Supreme and District Court complex

The Sebel Citigate Hotel



Full name 

Chambers 

Street address 

Suburb/City   State   P/code 

DX   DX Location 

E-mail 

Mobile 

Phone (chambers) 

Phone (home) 

Date of birth     Male   Female

Do you hold a current practising certificate    YES   NO

Date issued   Type 

State / Territory 

Date of first admission 

Jurisdiction 

Please provide a short description of the nature of your practice as a 
barrister and the extent of your trial advocacy experience.

Please specify any particular dietary requirements you may have

 

TAX INVOICE 
This document will be a tax 
invoice for GST purposes upon 
receipt of payment.

Please keep a copy for your 
records.

Barrister Services Pty Limited 
ABN 40 583 247 028

Australian Bar Association 
ABN 12 205 148 843

Level 5,Inns of Court 
107 North Quay 
Brisbane, Queensland 4000

Important information
Payment for the course is to occur in instalments: $600 upon 
registration (non-refundable) and the balance of $2,700 on or 
before Thursday 19 November 2009. Failure to pay the balance 
on or before the due date will be treated as a withdrawal from the 
course and the position will be allocated to another barrister.

If you withdraw from the course after the payment of the balance 
($2,700) that amount will be refunded only if the vacant position 
can be filled by another barrister who pays the full course fee.

The information requested in this form will be used by the 
course organisers and made available to the coaches for course 
purposes only.  Information held by The Bar  Association of 
Queensland will be collected, stored, used and disclosed in 
accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) (the Act).  The Bar 
Association of Queensland is committed to uphold the National 
Privacy Principles contained in the Act.

The course is GST inclusive.

Registration is not deemed to be valid 
until ALL the paperwork listed below has 
been returned to the Course Registrar 
and the registration fee has been 
successfully processed.

 Registration form

 Completed experience questionnaire

 Credit card payment or

 Cheque (attached), made payable to  

 ‘Barristers Services Pty Limited’

Credit card details

 Visa Card     MasterCard

 American Express

Card number

Expiry date  

Amount 

Signature

Date 

Return completed forms and payment  
to Course Registrar

Helene Breene
Bar Association of Queensland
Level 5, Inns of Court
107 North Quay 
Brisbane Queensland 4000

Contact Details: 
helene@qldbar.asn.au
Ph: 07 32385107
Fax: 07 32385123

Registration Form to attend the
Australian Bar Association 

Advanced Trial Advocacy Course 
Monday 18 January to Friday 22 January 2010


