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NEW LAWS INCREASE PENALTIES FOR KNIFE CRIME 
 
NSW Attorney General John Hatzistergos today announced that the NSW 
Government will support new laws to increase penalties for knife crime including 
offences for possessing knifes in schools and public places. 
 
“Using a knife to attack someone is gutless and potentially deadly”, said Mr 
Hatzistergos. 
 
“By supporting these new laws, the New South Wales Government sends a clear 
message that it takes a zero tolerance approach to knife crime”.    
 
The Crimes Legislation Amendment (Possession of Knives in Public) Bill 2009,  
introduced into Parliamentl by the Hon Reverend Fred Nile MLC, increases penalties 
for possession of a non-prohibited knife in public.   
 
“I commend the Hon. Reverend Fred Nile for bringing this legislation forward,” Mr 
Hatzistergos said. 
 
“While New South Wales currently has the highest maximum penalty for this offence 
in Australia, it is presently reserved for offenders with at least two prior knife-related 
offences. 
 
“Under existing laws, the penalty for a first offence is punishable by a fine only - 
these changes will mean that even first time offenders face the prospect of jail.” 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said the laws would also increase the maximum fine for refusing a 
police knife search in a public place or school to $5500. 
 
“These new laws will build on the significant reforms the Government has made to 
drive down knife-related crime in NSW,” he said. 
 
“In 1998, we introduced new prohibitions on carrying knives in public and boosted 
police powers to search people suspected of carrying knives. 
 
“We also brought in laws that ban outright combat-style weapons like flick knives, 
ballistic knives, sheath knives, push daggers, butterfly knives, and star knives. 
 
“The maximum penalty for possession or use of any of these prohibited weapons is 
14 years imprisonment.   
 
“Since we introduced these laws, we have seen knife crime decline, with a significant 
drop in offences where knives were used as a weapon.” 
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