
Federal Court of Australia 
 

Australian Capital Territory District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice ACT 1 
 

Administrative Arrangements 
 

Introduction 
1. The following administrative arrangements will apply to the listing and case 

management of matters in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) Registry of the 
Federal Court of Australia.   

 
ACT List Judge and Panel Judges 
2. The Court has a panel of Judges to whose dockets matters filed in the ACT Registry of 

the Court are allocated.  The ACT Panel Judges are: Bennett, Buchanan, Emmett, Flick, 
Graham, Moore, Rares, Perram and Stone JJ.  Other Judges will also sit as required.  
Justice Stone is also the ACT List Judge.  

 
Judge Listing Arrangements  
3. The ACT List Judge will conduct a regular Directions List. (The list dates are available 

from the ACT District Registry). Generally, matters filed in the ACT Registry will 
initially be made returnable in the ACT Directions List.  Depending on the nature of the 
application, the ACT List Judge may also deal with notices of motion, further directions 
and such other applications as are appropriate in the ACT Directions List.  

 
4. The final hearing of cases, the hearing of lengthy Notices of Motion or of other 

interlocutory applications will be by special fixture. 
 
Registrar’s List 
5. A Registrar’s Bankruptcy, Corporations, Subpoena and Directions list is held monthly, 

however, matters can be listed by videoconference or phone at other times as required.    
A schedule of Registrar’s list dates is issued by the Registry each year and is available 
through the Court’s website – www.fedcourt.gov.au  

 
6. All listing or other enquiries in regard to any hearing in a proceeding or proposed 

proceeding should be directed to the staff of the ACT Registry on (02) 6267 0566. 
 
Urgent and Out of Hours Applications 
7. Special arrangements will be made on an individual basis to deal with any application 

that is so urgent that it cannot be satisfactorily accommodated within the ordinary 
system of filing and listing of cases in the ACT Registry.  Such applications could 
include relief for: 
• abridgment of time for service of originating process 

http://www.fedcourt.gov.au/


• interlocutory injunctions to operate pending the final hearing and determination 
of a proceedings 

• freeze order 
• search orders 
• urgent applications under a provision of the Corporations Act 2001 and the 

Australian Securities and Investment Commission Act 2001. 
 
8. During business hours enquiries in relation to urgent matters should be directed to the 

ACT Registry on (02) 6267 0566.  Outside business hours (including on weekends and 
public holidays), inquirers with urgent matters should contact the Security Desk of the 
Law Courts Building in Sydney on telephone number (02) 9230 8025.  The Security 
Desk will refer any inquirer to the Duty Registrar who will then make arrangements to 
communicate with a Judge and liaise with the applicant for urgent orders. 

 
eSearch, eFiling and eCourt 
9. Details about matters filed in the Court including information about hearing dates and 

orders made are available online through the Court’s website – www.fedcourt.gov.au  
under the headings “eCourt” and then “Federal Law Search (eSearch)”. Alternatively, 
such information may be accessed directly through the Commonwealth Courts Portal – 
www.comcourts.gov.au – under “Federal Law Search”. 

 
10. The Court also has facilities for electronic filing of documents (eFiling) and for the 

conduct of appropriate matters by eCourt.  Further information on these facilities can 
also be found on the Court’s website. 

 
Issuing of entered and sealed Court orders 
11. The Court’s online Federal Law Search database includes the text of many Court 

orders.  Rather than submitting hardcopy orders for settlement and entry, parties are 
encouraged to check Federal Law Search for the relevant order and then request a 
sealed and entered order by contacting the ACT Registry in person or by phone on 6267 
0566, by fax on 6267 0625 or by email to actman@fedcourt.gov.au specifying the file 
number and name as well as the date of the required order. 

 
 
 
 

 Michael Wall 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
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Federal Court of Australia 
 

Australian Capital Territory District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice ACT 2 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions  

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Australian Capital Territory 

Registry for proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No 
CM 8 – Fast Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Australian Capital Territory 
Registry is Justice Stone. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Michael Wall 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 
 



 

Federal Court of Australia 
 

New South Wales District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice NSW 1 
 

Duty Judge Matters 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements relating to the handling of Duty 

Judge matters within the New South Wales District Registry of the Federal Court.  
 
Role of Duty Judge 
2.  The Duty Judge’s role is to deal with those applications that are so urgent that they 

cannot be satisfactorily accommodated within the ordinary system of filing in the 
Registry and random allocation to a Docket Judge. Some examples of such applications 
include:  

• abridgment of time for service of originating process;  

• interlocutory injunctions to operate pending the final hearing and determination 
of a proceeding;  

• Freezing Orders 

• Search Orders 

 

Identity of Duty Judge 

3. The duty period of the Duty Judge is one week at a time from Monday to Sunday. The 
identity of the Duty Judge is determined by roster and is available online at the top of 
the daily Court list and also on the notice boards on Level 3 of the Law Courts 
Building. 

 

Approaching the Duty Judge: General 

4. Contact details for the associate to the Duty Judge are published in the daily court list 
(online).  During business hours, members of the profession may approach the Duty 
Judge through his or her associate.  Applications may also be made to the Duty Judge 
while he or she is in court. If an inquirer who is a member of the profession, telephones 
chambers while the Duty Judge is in court, the Duty Judge’s executive assistant will 
refer the inquirer to the court-room where the inquirer can, through the court officer, 
establish contact with the Duty Judge’s associate. If the inquirer is a litigant in person, 
the associate will refer him or her to the Registry – see (8) below. 

 

Out of hours applications 

5.  Outside business hours (including on weekends and public holidays), inquirers in 
relation to urgent matters should contact the Law Courts Building’s Security Desk (tel: 
(02) 9230 8025). The telephone number for the Security Desk is also published daily. 

 



 

The Security Desk will refer any inquirer to a Registrar who will then make 
arrangements to communicate with the Duty Judge. 

 

Urgent applications in Docketed matters 

6.  Where an urgent application is to be made in a proceeding already allocated to a 
particular judge’s docket, the Docket Judge should be approached in the first instance. 
The Docket Judge will be approached first even if the matter arises through the Duty 
Registrar outside business hours. Only if the Docket Judge is not available to deal with 
the matter should an approach be made to the Duty Judge. 

 

Approaching the Duty Judge: Litigants in Person 

7. A litigant in person who telephones the Duty Judge’s associate or wishes to approach 
the Duty Judge in court may need preliminary assistance, for instance in relation to the 
nature of the application and the appropriateness of the documentation. For this reason 
the associate will direct the litigant in person to the Registry in the first instance. Court 
officers are trained to take litigants in person who seek to approach the Duty Judge in 
court, to the Registry for the same purpose. 

 

Handling of Urgent Applications 

8. A proceeding is not normally allocated to the docket of the Duty Judge who deals with 
an urgent application in the proceeding, but in the usual way is allocated randomly to 
the next Docket Judge.  The matter will be stood over before that Docket Judge or, 
where that judge is unable to deal with the any urgent issues in the matter, then only by 
arrangement might an urgent issue be listed before a future duty judge. 

9. Sometimes it is desirable, instead of giving interlocutory relief, to give an early final 
hearing. This can be achieved in either of two ways. First, the Duty Judge may find it 
possible and appropriate to give an early final hearing himself or herself. Alternatively, 
the Duty Judge may ascertain from the Docket Judge for the proceeding the earliest 
dates that Judge has available, and, with the consent of that Judge, fix the proceeding 
for final hearing before him or her. 

10. Where an urgent application is made in relation to a matter in a Specialist Panel and the 
Duty Judge is not a member of that Panel, it is possible that the urgent application will 
raise difficult issues of a specialist nature which the Duty Judge may think would be 
better determined by a member of the Panel. In such a case, the Duty Judge may make 
arrangements to that end. 

11. If an application is made to the Duty Judge in a new proceeding and the hearing before 
a Duty Judge ends during business hours, the applicant will be required to file 
documents in the Registry in the usual way. The proceeding will then be allocated to a 
Docket Judge in accordance with the normal procedure for the random allocation of 
new matters.  

12. Where the application or notice of motion by which an urgent application is made has 
not previously been filed the document should normally be filed in the Registry before 
approaching the Duty Judge. In cases of extreme urgency leave may be given for a 

 



 

document to be filed in court upon an undertaking being given by the moving party’s 
legal representative (by name) to pay the relevant filing fee. 

13. When a Duty Judge’s orders call for immediate Registry action, such as the sealing and 
entering of orders made, the papers are sent to the Registry immediately following the 
hearing. Where the application is not concluded within business hours, the associate 
makes appropriate arrangements with the Duty Registrar. These include advising the 
Duty Registrar before 5.30 pm of the likelihood that the application will not be 
concluded until after that time. 

 
Corporations 
14. Urgent applications involving Corporations Law matters should be made to the 

Corporations Judge in accordance with the Administrative Notice NSW 2 
“Corporations Matters”. 

 
Admiralty 
15. Urgent applications in Admiralty should be made to the NSW Admiralty Procedure 

Judge or another member of the Admiralty panel in accordance with Practice Note 
ADM1 “Admiralty and Maritime Work in the Federal Court of Australia”. 

 
Arrangements outside the Law Term 
16. The role of a Duty Judge whose period of duty is outside the Law Term is to deal with 

all applications made during the non-sitting period of the Court from the last Friday 
before Christmas to the first Monday in February that would fall to be dealt with by the 
Duty Judge and the Corporations Judge if made at any other time. An initial question 
for the Duty Judge who is sitting outside the Law Term will be whether the application 
should be entertained at all during the non sitting period.  Parties are required to prepare 
an affidavit to allow the Duty Judge sitting outside the law term to assess the necessity 
for the matter to be heard during that period. 

 
 
 

 Michael Wall 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 

 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

New South Wales District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice NSW 2 
 

Corporations Matters 
1.  This notice advises of the administrative arrangements for the handling of Corporations 

matters (being matters under the Corporations Act 2001, the Australian Securities and 
Investment Commission Act 2001 and the Cross Border Insolvency Act 2008) in the New 
South Wales District Registry of the Court. Corporate insolvency (not personal bankruptcy) 
is included. 

Urgent Corporations Matters  

2.  All urgent Corporations applications, including ex parte applications, are heard by a 
Corporations Duty Judge.  
 
There are four Corporations Duty Judges in NSW. They and their Associates’ telephone 
numbers are: 

 Lindgren J  02 9230 8454 
Emmett J  02 9230 8410 

 Stone J 02 9230 8404 
Jacobson J  02 9230 8492 

 Details of the Corporations Duty Judge rostered on duty are available daily in the published 
Court List or on Level 3 of the Law Courts Building. 
 
Urgent applications may be made on any Court sitting day directly to the relevant 
Corporations Duty Judge by contacting that Judge's Associate. 
 
For urgent Corporation matters out of business hours or on days other than Court sitting 
days, the standard after-hours arrangements for the Federal Court apply under which parties 
may contact the Law Courts Security desk on (02) 9230 8025.  

Non urgent Corporations Matters  

3.  General Corporations matters are initially made returnable before a Registrar on Fridays at 
9.15 am. The Registrar deals with matters within the Registrar's delegation which the 
Registrar considers appropriate to be dealt with by a Registrar.  

 Matters that are not within the Registrar's delegation or which the Registrar does not 
consider appropriate to be dealt with by a Registrar are referred to the Corporations Duty 
Judge or allocated to a Corporations Panel Judge's docket in the usual way.  



4.  The Corporations Duty Judge rostered on duty (see (2) above) sits on Fridays at 9.30 am to 
deal with matters referred from the Registrar's 9.15am list and such other matters as are 
appropriate to be dealt with by the Corporations Duty Judge.  

Corporations Panel  

5.  All Corporations matters that are not dealt with by the Corporations Duty Judge or by a 
Registrar will be allocated to the docket of a Judge who is a member of the Corporations 
Panel in NSW. The Corporations Panel in NSW consists of the following Judges:  

 Lindgren J (Panel Co-ordinator), Emmett J, Stone J, Jacobson J, Edmonds J, Graham J, 
Rares J, Perram J, Jagot J and Foster J. 

  
 

 Michael Wall 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

New South Wales District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice NSW 3 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions  

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the New South Wales Registry 

for proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – 
Fast Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judges for fast track proceedings in the New South Wales Registry 
are Justice Emmett and Justice Jacobson. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 
 Michael Wall 

 District Registrar 
25 September 2009 

 
 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

Northern Territory District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice NT 1 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions 

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Northern Territory Registry 

for proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – 
Fast Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Northern Territory Registry is 
Justice Mansfield. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Patricia Christie 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 



Federal Court of Australia 

Queensland District Registry 

Administrative Notice QLD 1 

Corporations Matters 

 
1. This notice advises the profession of the administrative arrangements for the handling 

of Corporations matters (being matters under the Corporations Act 2001, the Australian 
Securities and Investment Commission Act 2001 and the Cross Border Insolvency Act 
2008) in the Queensland District Registry of the Court.  Corporate insolvency (not 
personal bankruptcy) is included.  In order to facilitate the Corporations jurisdiction, 
the Court has established special listing arrangements to facilitate ease of access to the 
Court and Corporations Panel Judges in the hearing and determination of matters.   

Urgent Corporations Matters 
2. All urgent Corporations applications, including ex parte applications, will be heard by 

the rostered Corporations Duty Judge.  There are four Corporations Duty Judges in 
Queensland.  They and their Associates’ telephone numbers are: 

  Dowsett J 
  Associate:  (07) 3248 1131 
  Greenwood J 
  Associate:  (07) 3248 1151 
  Logan J 
  Associate:  (07) 3248 1121 
  Reeves J 
  Associate:  (07) 3248 1171 
3. The identity of the rostered Corporations Duty Judge may be ascertained by reference 

to the published Court List on the Court’s website (www.fedcourt.gov.au) or by 
telephoning the Registry (07 3248 1100).  Urgent applications may be arranged on any 
Court sitting day by contacting the associate to the rostered Corporations Duty Judge.   

 
4. For urgent Corporations matters out of business hours or on days other than Court 

sitting days, a party may contact the Duty Registrar by 0407 469 171.  Practitioners 
should identify Corporations matters as such.  The Registrar will immediately liaise 
with the rostered Corporations Duty Judge.   

Delegated Jurisdiction 
5. Registrars have power to deal with the matters set out in Schedule 2 of the Federal 

Court (Corporations) Rules 2000.     
6. Corporations matters within the delegated jurisdiction of a Registrar are initially made 

returnable before a Registrar on Fridays at 9.30 am.  The Registrar deals with matters 
within his or her delegation provided that he or she considers it appropriate to do so.   

http://www.fedcourt.gov.au/


7. The Registrar may adjourn to the rostered Corporations Duty Judge, or allocate to the 
docket of a Corporations Panel Judge, matters which he or she considers inappropriate 
to be dealt with under delegation.   

Other Matters 
8. Matters which are neither urgent nor within the delegated jurisdiction (but including all 

applications to review decisions of Registrars exercising delegated jurisdiction) are, in 
the first instance, made returnable before the rostered Corporations Duty Judge.  The 
party commencing a matter is to nominate the return date at the time of filing the 
relevant process, such date being a Friday not more than 21 days after such filing.   

Corporations Panel 
9. All Corporations matters which are not dealt with by the rostered Corporations Duty 

Judge or by a Registrar will be allocated to the docket of a Corporations Panel Judge.  
The Corporations Panel in Queensland consists of the following Judges: 

  Dowsett J 
  Greenwood J (Panel Co-ordinator) 
  Logan J 
  Reeves J 
10. After allocation, all arrangements in relation to any interlocutory application should be 

made by contacting the Associate to the docket Judge.  Notices of motion or other 
applications may then be filed with return dates inserted.  In general, a party who 
proposes to contact the docket Judge should first discuss suitable dates with other 
parties.  Should the docket Judge be unavailable, a party may approach the rostered 
Corporations Duty Judge. 

Corporations List 
11. The rostered Corporations Duty Judge sits on Fridays from 9.30 am to deal with matters 

referred from the Registrar’s list and such other matters as are returnable or fixed for 
hearing on those days.  

 
 
 

Graham Ramsey 
District Registrar 

25 September 2009 



Federal Court of Australia 

Queensland District Registry 

Administrative Notice QLD 2 

Enforcement of Federal Court Orders or Judgments 

1. A judgment creditor in the Federal Court, by reason of section 53 of the Federal Court 
of Australia Act 1976 and Order 37 rule 7 of the Federal Court Rules, has the same 
remedies for enforcement of a Federal Court judgment or order as exist in the State 
Supreme Court. The modes of procedure and forms of the Supreme Court of the state in 
which the judgment or order is sought to be enforced shall be available and followed in 
the Court, so far as is practicable mutatis mutandis for the enforcement of orders of the 
Court.  

2. Enforcement proceedings in the Supreme Court of Queensland are contained in the 
Uniform Civil Procedure Rules 1999 Qld (UCPR), in particular:  

• Chapter 19 Enforcement of money orders; and  

• Chapter 20 Enforcement of non-money orders.  

Documents to be filed
3. To file an application in the Federal Court for enforcement of a Federal Court judgment 

or order, the following documents should be filed:  

• Application. The application shall be in Form 9 UCPR, modified for the Federal 
Court.  

• Any other documents as required by the relevant provision of the UCPR eg 
affidavits or statements in support.  

• Warrant in triplicate in a form prescribed by the UCPR.  

Claim for interest and costs
4. Refer to Order 35 rule 8 of the Federal Court Rules for interest in respect of Federal 

Court judgments. Costs payable to the Sheriff for execution of process are contained in 
items 17 and 18 of Schedule 1 to the Federal Court of Australia Regulations 2004. 
Solicitor's costs for work performed for the enforcement application are calculated on 
an individual item basis having regard to the fees contained in the Second Schedule to 
the Federal Court Rules.  

Filing fee

5. There is no filing fee for an application to a registrar for an enforcement order. 

Security for Sheriff's costs
6. Depending on the nature of the enforcement application, security for costs may be 

required from the applicant in anticipation of the Sheriff's enforcement costs. 

Processing of application 
7. Registrars have been given delegation to deal with enforcement applications consistent 

with the powers of the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Queensland as contained in 



chapters 19 and 20 UCPR. When an enforcement warrant issues it is referred to the 
Sheriff of the Court and the procedure contained in the UCPR will apply.  

8. Any information that enforcement creditors can provide to the Sheriff to assist the 
enforcement proceedings should be included in a letter accompanying the application 
eg the nature and location of assets.  

Urgent matters
9. If the application is urgent, a letter outlining the reason for the urgency must be 

provided to the registry at the time the application is lodged.  

 

 Graham Ramsey 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 

 



Federal Court of Australia 

Queensland District Registry 

Administrative Notice QLD 3 

Listing of matters under the Bankruptcy Act 1966 

1. Creditors petitions  

1.1 Creditors’ petitions filed in the Federal Court and Federal Magistrates Court are listed 
at 9.30 am on either Wednesdays or Thursdays.  

1.2 Ordinarily, a hearing date for a creditor's petition will be allocated about 3 weeks from 
the date of filing the petition. If an earlier or later date is sought, the documents must be 
accompanied by a letter that sets out the reason for the request.  

1.3 If a petition has not been served prior to the first return date, a later hearing date may be 
obtained without the need for an appearance before the Registrar on that return date. In 
that case, a request for an adjournment on the papers must be made in writing (no later 
than 24 hours before the return date) and set out the reasons for the request. Such a 
request may be made only once. An appearance will be required on the second or 
subsequent allocated hearing date. The applicant's solicitor must return the sealed 
service copies of the petition to the Registry immediately to enable a new return date to 
be inserted on the documents.  

1.4 If a petition has been served prior to the first return date, a later hearing date may be 
obtained without the need for an appearance before the Registrar on that return date. In 
that case a consent order signed by both parties needs to be filed no later than 24 hours 
before the first return date. Such a request may be made only once. An appearance will 
be required on the second or subsequent allocated hearing date.  

1.5 Notes of File Review will continue to be prepared by a Registrar and made available to 
parties.  

1.6 An affidavit of service of a creditor's petition should be filed as soon as possible after 
service and preferably at least 5 working days before the hearing date. Presentation of 
and request for leave to file the affidavit of service to the Registrar on the date for 
hearing should be avoided.  

1.7 All applications for an adjournment of the hearing of a petition after the first 
appearance before the Court must be supported by an affidavit that sets out the facts 
and grounds relied upon for the adjournment.  

1.8 An affidavit will be required whether or not the application for the adjournment is 
opposed. When the petition has been served and an adjournment has been granted in the 
absence of a respondent or his/her solicitor, the "usual order" for notification to the 
respondent will be made. The usual order requires the following steps to be taken -  

 (a)  When the respondent is not legally represented, the solicitor for the 
applicant will send a letter to the respondent by pre-paid ordinary post at 



his or her last known address, which letter must inform the respondent of 
the order and of the adjourned date, time and place of hearing; 

 (b)  When the respondent is represented by a solicitor and that solicitor is not 
present in Court, the solicitor for the applicant will notify the respondent's 
solicitor of the order and of the adjourned date, time and place of the 
hearing; 

 (c)  The solicitor for the applicant will file an affidavit of posting/notification 
on or before the new hearing date. 

1.9 If an applicant does not wish to proceed with a creditor's petition, then an order may be 
sought that the petition be dismissed or that leave be granted to withdraw the petition. 
Section 31 of the Bankruptcy Act 1966 states that in exercising jurisdiction under the 
Act the Court shall hear and determine a creditor's petition in open court. An order for 
dismissal of a petition needs to be made in open court. It is not appropriate for a notice 
of discontinuance to be filed in a creditor's petition proceeding.  

2. Applications under the Bankruptcy Act 1966  

2.1 The arrangements for listing applications under the Bankruptcy Act 1966 will be the 
same as those for creditors' petitions.  

2.2 Matters that fall outside a Registrar's delegation will be listed only for directions on the 
first occasion to enable directions to be given for the future conduct of the application. 
The matter will then be adjourned for hearing before a Federal Court Judge or a Federal 
Magistrate as the case may be when all directions orders have been complied with.  

3. Right of Audience  

3.1 Practitioners are reminded that only those solicitors and barristers whose names have 
been entered on the Register of Practitioners kept by the High Court are entitled to 
practise in the Federal Court of Australia or Federal Magistrates Court. Appearances 
may not be by articled clerks or other persons having no right of appearance under the 
Judiciary Act 1903 (Cth).  

 
 Graham Ramsey 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 

 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

Queensland District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice QLD 4 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions 

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Queensland Registry for 

proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – Fast 
Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Queensland Registry is Justice 
Greenwood. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Graham Ramsey 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

South Australian District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice SA 1 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions  

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the South Australian Registry 

for proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – 
Fast Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judges for fast track proceedings in the South Australian Registry are 
Justice Mansfield and Justice Lander. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Patricia Christie 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 
 
 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

Tasmanian District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice TAS 1 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions  

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Tasmanian Registry for 

proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – Fast 
Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Tasmanian Registry is Justice 
Middleton. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Sia Lagos 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 



Federal Court of Australia 

Victorian District Registry 

Administrative Notice VIC 1 

Ex parte applications in bankruptcy proceedings  
and applications for examination summonses  

under sections 596A & 596B Corporations Act 2001 
 

1. The Victoria District Registry of the Federal Court has commenced a trial of 
using eCourtroom for the purpose of hearing certain ex parte applications in 
insolvency related matters.  eCourtroom is a virtual courtroom that assists in the 
management of pre-trial matters by allowing directions and other orders to be 
made online. 

2. These matters are applications for orders for substituted service of bankruptcy 
notices or creditor’s petitions, or for issue of examination summonses under s81 
Bankruptcy Act 1966 or ss596A & 596B Corporations Act 2001.  They have 
until now been heard by Registrars in chambers on Fridays. 

3. Applications should be filed as usual.  Practitioners should ensure that when an 
application is lodged, the full name of the practitioner who has the conduct of 
the file is provided at the foot of the first page of the application as well as his or 
her email address.  More than one practitioner’s name and email address may be 
provided. 

4. Each practitioner will receive an email containing a unique user name and 
password that will enable the practitioner to log on to eCourtroom.  This 
notification will only occur the first time that a practitioner’s details are entered 
in the eCourtroom database. 

5. A further email will be sent advising that the matter has been set up in 
eCourtroom.  The Registrar allocated to deal with the matter will then 
communicate with each practitioner via eCourtroom. 

6. It is anticipated that these matters will be initially considered within 10 business 
days of filing. 

7. eCourtroom, and further information on how it works, can be found here:  
https://ecourt.fedcourt.gov.au/

 

Sia Lagos 
District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 

https://ecourt.fedcourt.gov.au/


Federal Court of Australia 
 

Victorian District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice VIC 2 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions  

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Victorian Registry for 

proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – Fast 
Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Victorian Registry is Justice 
Finkelstein. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 Sia Lagos 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
 
 



 
 
 

Federal Court of Australia 

Western Australian District Registry 

Administrative Notice WA 1 

Corporations Matters 
 
1. The Federal Court (Corporations) Rules 2000 apply to proceedings under the 

Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), Australian Securities and Investments Commission Act 2001 
(Cth) and associated legislation. 

 
2. Corporations matters will ordinarily be listed for a return date before a Registrar at 10.15 

am in Hearing Room 6.1, Level 6, Commonwealth Law Courts Building, 1 Victoria 
Avenue, Perth on the first and third Tuesday and on the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month (“Corporations Days”).  Alternative initial return dates in urgent or other cases 
may be arranged with the Registry. 

 
3. If one of the parties desires a matter to go before a Judge in the first instance, or if that is 

appropriate in any event, it may be so listed initially or referred to a Judge by a Registrar. 
 
4. The presiding Registrar will deal with the matters on Corporations Days in the order 

appearing in the list.  Any matter requiring argument or which is being opposed will 
normally be dealt with after the calling over of the list. 

 
5. Practitioners are reminded that appearance before the Federal Court (including a 

Registrar’s list) should not be by articled clerks or any other persons having no right of 
audience under the Judiciary Act 1903 unless leave of the Court is first obtained. 

 
 
 
 
 

 M Jan 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 



Federal Court of Australia 
 

Western Australian District Registry 
 

Administrative Notice WA 2 
 

Proceedings conducted in accordance with the 
Fast Track Directions 

 
 
1.  This Notice sets out the administrative arrangements in the Western Australian Registry 

for proceedings that are to be conducted in accordance with Practice Note No CM 8 – 
Fast Track (‘the Fast Track Directions’).  

2. The coordinating Judge for fast track proceedings in the Western Australian Registry is 
Justice Siopis. 

3. An applicant who wishes a proceeding to be conducted in accordance with the Fast 
Track Directions must comply with Order 4 rule 6 of the Federal Court Rules by filing 
and serving with the application an affidavit verifying the relevant parts of the Fast 
Track Statement. The affidavit may be incorporated into the Fast Track Statement.  If 
the affidavit is not incorporated into the Statement, a copy of the Statement must be 
annexed to the affidavit. 

4. At the Scheduling Conference, unless it is or has been ordered that the proceeding no 
longer be conducted in accordance with the Fast Track Directions, an order will be 
made that “Compliance with the requirements of the Federal Court Rules is dispensed 
with to the extent that they are inconsistent with the Fast Track Directions as they apply 
to this proceeding”. 

5. The introduction of the Fast Track regime does not limit the right of a party to seek an 
expedited hearing of a proceeding that is not the subject of the Fast Track Directions 
from the Judge in whose docket the proceeding is listed. 

 

 M Jan 
 District Registrar 

25 September 2009 
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