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DNA LAWS STRENGTHENED TO SNARE CHILD SEX OFFENDERS 
 
New laws to strengthen the ability of police to take DNA samples from convicted 
child sex offenders have been introduced to NSW Parliament, announced Attorney 
General John Hatzistergos.  
 
Under current legislation, police have the power to take DNA from a person on the 
Child Protection Register – a list of people who have committed serious crimes 
against children. 
 
However, Police Commissioner Andrew Scipione has advised that a small number of 
offenders on the register have refused to cooperate. 
 
“Offenders who come into regular contact with police are adept at skirting around the 
law as a way of frustrating authorities and avoiding detection,” said Mr Hatzistergos. 
 
“These new laws will strengthen the process for taking DNA from offenders who 
have a history of harming children and continue to pose a risk to the community.” 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said under the new law police will be able to detain people on the 
register who don’t cooperate, and if necessary, take a DNA sample by force. 
 
He said if people refuse to present themselves at a police station to provide a DNA 
sample, police will be able to obtain a warrant for their arrest. 
 
“To give parents peace of mind, it is important that we take a DNA sample from 
everyone who has ever committed a serious crime against a child.” 
 
Offenders who go to prison for indictable offences automatically have their DNA 
taken under laws introduced in the year 2000. 
 
These new powers will assist police in taking DNA from offenders on the register 
who have not already provided a sample. 
 
NSW was the first state to introduce a Child Protection Register. In 2008 the 
Government also made it a requirement for people on the register to provide a DNA 
sample that police could use to investigate unsolved crimes. 
 
People on the register already have to let police know where they live, where they 
work – even what car they drive. This information allows police to keep tabs on 
registered persons and gives police an important way of targeting repeat offenders. 
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