
 
 

 
Wednesday September 23rd 2009  

 
NEW POWERS TO PROTECT COMMUNITY SAFETY  

 
Premier Nathan Rees announced that legislation would be introduced to Parliament today to 
give the Government new powers to protect public safety and cancel public housing leases in 
extreme cases. 
 
The move follows the extraordinary situation created by Dennis Ferguson’s public housing 
tenancy. Last week the Premier asked key portfolios to audit policies and legislation regarding 
sex offenders. Today’s amendment is the Government’s first response to the review.  
 
“The new legislation will ensure that public safety and the protection of children are paramount,” 
said Mr Rees. 
 
“We will amend the Housing Act to relocate convicted paedophiles on the Child Protection 
Register in emergency situations. 
 
“Under the new powers, a public housing tenant can only be relocated after a recommendation 
is provided by the Police Commissioner. 
 
“The Commissioner will assess community safety issues on a case by case basis and make 
recommendations to the Director General of the Department of Human Services. 
 
“The Department can revoke leases and make alternative arrangements to protect the safety of 
the community and tenant.  
 
“The new powers will extend across all forms of public housing leases and decisions in these 
extreme cases will not be open to appeal or review. 
 
“This is a proportionate response to what we hope is a one-off situation. However we will 
continue to act whenever there is a reasonable case to do so. 
 
“We need to resolve this quickly and I welcome the Opposition’s commitment to support the bill,” 
said Mr Rees.  
 
NSW Police Commissioner Andrew Scipione said the NSW Government would continue to 
monitor every person on the register to make sure our children remain protected. 
 
“This amendment is a good outcome for the community that prevents us from seeing a hostile 
situation and potentially people taking the law into their own hands. 
 
“We will continue to work with Housing NSW to make sure all people on the Child Protection 
Register are closely monitored regardless of their location,” Mr Scipione said. 
 
Police monitor the movements and activities of people convicted of crimes against children who 
are on the NSW Child Protection Register. 
 
People on the register must provide details to Police including place of residence, work place, 
travel plans, the car they drive, mobile phone number, internet service provider, email 
addresses and any contact with children. 
 
It is also an offence to provide incorrect details. 


