
  
 

 
 

MAJOR REVIEW OF STATE’S DNA FORENSICS PROCEDURES 
 

Tuesday 6 April, 2010 
 
The State Government will launch a major review of its laws governing DNA and related 
forensic procedures. 
 
NSW has collected more than 42,750 DNA samples, the vast majority of which are collected 
from inmates incarcerated for a serious indictable offence - carrying a maximum penalty of 
five years or more.  
 
Since 2001, DNA evidence has produced more than 23,000 cold leads in NSW, leading 
to more than 7,000 charges and almost 4,600 convictions for offences ranging from 
stealing to murder. 
 
Premier Kristina Keneally, NSW Attorney-General, John Hatzistergos, Police Minister, 
Michael Daley and Member for Smithfield, Ninos Khoshaba, today toured the state-of-the-art 
$13 million Forensic Sciences Services Laboratory in Pemulwuy. 
 
They announced the NSW Government will set up a Forensic Working Party, headed by 
Supreme Court Justice Graham Barr to review the Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 2000.  
 
The working group will include a Crown Prosecutor, a Public Defender, representatives from 
the Department of Justice and Attorney General, the NSW Police Force, the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet and the Department of Health. 
 
“DNA evidence has revolutionised criminal investigations since laws governing forensic 
practices were introduced in NSW almost a decade ago, helping police crack ‘cold cases’ 
and bring criminals to justice,” Ms Keneally said. 
 
“We are responding to the needs of police, by cutting red tape and allowing police to get on 
with their jobs – solving crimes and taking criminals off our streets.  
 
“These changes will keep NSW at the cutting edge of new technology and the needs of 
modern policing.  
 
“Smarter policing involving the use of forensic technology is forging ahead, as we continue 
to see clear evidence that forensic science assists in helping police solve crime. 
 
“We are giving our police access to some of our top scientists working together in world 
class facilities such as the Forensic Sciences Services Laboratory, with the best forensic 
equipment at their fingertips.” 
 
The Forensic Working Party review will include: 
 

• Ensuring protections and safeguards are in place for the rights of individuals 
whose DNA samples have been taken; 

• Reviewing who DNA can be collected from including offenders, former 
offenders, suspects, victims and police; 

• Regulation of the use of DNA as forensic evidence by police in investigating 
crimes, past and present; 

• Aiding police to efficiently collect DNA and use forensic evidence; and  
• Ensuring laws are easy to understand and comply with. 

 



The working party will be set up immediately and take public submissions over the next six 
months before reporting back. The rewrite of the legislation is expected to be introduced into 
Parliament before the end of this year. 
 
The specialist services available at the Pemulwuy facility include forensic counter terrorism 
analysis, disaster victim identification, forensic biology, chemical criminalistics, specialist 
fingerprint technology, and forensic document examination. 
 
“We are also investing more than $25 million over four years to undertake more DNA tests, 
speed up testing and purchase new modern forensic technology for police - including $4 
million for state-of-the-art equipment including robotic technology that will speed up DNA 
analysis,” Ms Keneally said. 
 
“This is about supporting our frontline police officers, giving them access to the best possible 
forensic resources to keep our community safe.” 
 
It will take into consideration the needs of police in efficient and effective law enforcement 
while balancing the rights of individuals to privacy, and the expectations of the community. 

 


