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19 August 2010  
 

PUBLIC DEFENDER APPOINTED A DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
 

Acting NSW Attorney General Verity Firth today announced the appointment of 
Deputy Senior Public Defender Andrew Haesler, SC as a District Court judge.  
 
“I congratulate Mr Haesler on his well-deserved appointment and wish him every 
success in the role of District Court judge,” Ms Firth said. 
 
“He has a depth and breadth of experience, most recently as the Deputy Senior 
Public Defender, that will serve him well on the bench.” 
 
Mr Haesler has practised as a solicitor and a barrister in private and legal aid practice 
through the conduct of many criminal and civil matters. 
 
He began his legal career as a solicitor for Redfern Legal Centre in 1982 advising on 
a wide variety of civil, administrative and criminal matters. 
 
In 1999, he was appointed Director of the Criminal Law Review Division of the NSW 
Department of Justice and Attorney General. 
 
In that role, he provided advice to government in a broad range of areas including 
sentencing and court diversionary programs. 
 
Appointed as a Public Defender in 1996, practising initially from Wollongong and later 
Sydney, Mr Haesler gained a reputation for strong advocacy skills, impartiality and a 
broad knowledge of the law.  
 
He has also demonstrated a strong commitment to legal education and law reform 
throughout his career and has given many lectures and published numerous papers 
on complex topics ranging from sentencing children to the use of DNA evidence.  
 
During his 30 years in the legal profession, Mr Haesler has held various positions of 
solicitor, barrister, public defender and deputy senior public defender.   
 
Ms Haesler will be sworn in as a District Court Judge on Monday, September 20. 
 
“I wish Mr Haesler every success in his new role.  He is a highly respected member 
of the legal profession and his elevation to the District Court bench is well deserved,” 
Ms Firth said. 
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