
 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
SENIOR COUNSEL - 2010 

 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE OUTER BAR 

 
I invite applications for appointment as Senior Counsel for 2010.  The principles governing 
selection and appointment of Senior Counsel are set out in the Senior Counsel Protocol, a 
copy of which is available on the Bar Association’s website: 
 
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/silks/SCProt030708.pdf 
 
Senior Counsel will be selected by a committee comprising the President and the Senior 
Vice-President (both ex-officio), Christine Adamson SC, Peter Hamill SC and Ross 
Letherbarrow SC and The Hon Keith Mason  AC QC.  Once the Selection Committee has 
settled on the most suitable candidates, I will consult the Chief Justice and then announce 
the appointments. 
 
Applications should be made as follows: 
 
1. On or after 1 July 2010, but before 5pm on 31 July 2010 (or the first working day 

thereafter if it is not a working day), applicants should inform me, in writing, of their 
intention to seek appointment.  The letter must include the completed Senior 
Counsel Application Cover Sheet which is available at the Bar Association’s website 
http://www.nswbar.asn.au.   Applicants may also provide any particulars they wish 
the Selection Committee to take into account.   

 
Applicants should include in their application notice of any matter or circumstances, 
either past or anticipated, which may adversely affect their fitness and propriety to 
hold appointment as Senior Counsel. Applicants are required to give their consent to 
the Selection Committee making inquiries of the Legal Services Commissioner or any 
other regulatory body about such matter or circumstances.  They are also required to 
be bound to the Senior Counsel Protocol.  
 
Applications should be sent to the New South Wales Bar Association, Selborne 
Chambers, 174 Philip Street, Sydney, NSW, 2000 or DX 1204 Sydney. 
 
Any application received by the Bar Association after 5.00pm on Friday 31 July 
2010 (or the first working day thereafter if it is not a working day) will not be 
considered. 

2. Limited information from each application will be distributed to a consultation 
group during the selection process.  It will therefore be impossible to keep 
confidential the fact or the basic details of applications that are sent out in the 
consultation process.  The Consultation Group does not receive the full application 
lodged by each applicant.  That information is only available to the Selection 
Committee. 

 
3. I shall retain a list of applicants.  This list is not available for general circulation. 



 
 
4. An e-mail acknowledging the receipt of applications will be sent to each candidate.  

Any applicant who has not received an e-mail acknowledging his or her application 
by Tuesday 3 August 2010, should contact Ms Corinne Brown at The New South 
Wales Bar Association   (9229 1735) or cbrown@nswbar.asn.au. 

 
5. Some additional guidance about the selection process is provided on the Bar 

Association’s website (www.nswbar.asn.au) for the information of prospective 
applicants and interested members of the public.  If, after consulting the website, a 
prospective applicant has a difficulty with any aspect of the application process he or 
she should contact me or Corinne Brown at the Association on 9229 1736 before 
applications close on 31 July 2010. 

 
6. On receipt of the list of applicants the Selection Committee will consult with 

members of the Bar, the Bench and solicitors in accordance with the Senior Counsel 
Protocol. 

 
7. The names of successful applicants will be announced on or before Friday 1 October 

2010. 
 
 
 
 
Tom Bathurst QC 
President 
 
1 July 2010 
 
 



 
 
 

COVER SHEET  
FOR  

SENIOR COUNSEL APPLICATION - 2010 
 
Please complete all pages of this form and attach your application.  Your application must be 
lodged at The New South Wales Bar Association by 5.00pm on Friday 30 July 2010.  In 
addition to the information required by this form you may attach any particulars you wish the 
Selection Committee to take into account. 
 
Please print details: 
 
1. Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________  
 
2. Chambers : ____________________________________________________________________  
 
3. Date of Admission: _____________________________________________________________  
 
4. Mailing Address : _______________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
 

DX : ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone: ______________________    Fax: ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________  

 
5. In respect of all cases, including contested interlocutory applications (but excluding 

directions hearings), in which you have appeared in the last 12 months, please supply:  
 

(a) the name of the case and, if available, its citation;  

(b) the name of the judicial officer, tribunal, arbitrator or CARS assessor before whom 
you  appeared;  

(c) the name of any counsel who led you or who you led;  

(d) the name of opposing counsel; and  

(e) the name of your instructing solicitor.  

 
6. State the reasons you hold the view you are an appropriate candidate for the office of 

Senior Counsel including but without being exhaustive why you believe that you 
comply with the conditions of the protocol, in particular, paragraph 6(g).  If you do not 
feel that item 5 reflects the nature of your practice, please set out the details here.   

 
 
 
 



 
7. Areas of Practice:   Please indicate in the boxes provided those areas which fairly 

characterise your work and which would therefore provide the focus for assessment of 
your application. 

 
 Administrative  Defamation  Medical Negligence 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution           
(Arbitration/Mediation/Expert 
Determination) 

 Disciplinary Proceedings  Migration 

 Appellate  Dust Diseases  Motor Accidents 
 Banking  Environment & Planning  Native title 

 Bankruptcy  Equity   OHS Prosecution 
 Building and Construction  Family Law  Personal Injury 

 Civil & Human 
Rights/Discrimination 

 Industrial/Employment  Professional Negligence 

 Commercial  Inquests and Commissions of 
Inquiry 

 Property 

 Communications/Media  Insurance  Revenue 

 Conflict of Laws  Intellectual Property  Sports Law 

 Constitutional  International  Statutory tribunals 

 Corporations Law  Liquor Licensing  Trade Practices and Competition 

    Criminal  Local Government  Transportation Law 
 (Aviation/Maritime) 

 Customs       Local Courts  Wills and Probate 

   Workers Compensation 
Other:   

   

Courts: please indicate in the boxes provided the courts and/or tribunals in which you 
predominantly practise. 

 
   Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

        
   High Court    Migration Review Tribunal 

   Australian Competition Tribunal     HREOC    National Native Title Tribunal 

   Administrative Decisions Tribunal 
       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

   ICAC    NSW Crime Commission 

   Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission 

       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

   Industrial Magistrates Court    Police Integrity Commission 

   Consumer Trade and Tenancy   
       Tribunal 

   Industrial Relations Commission 
       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

   Sporting Tribunals 

   Children’s Court    International courts and tribunals    Supreme Court 
       Trial/first instance  Appeal 

   Coroner’s Court    Interstate Courts    Refugee Review Tribunal 

   District Court    Land and Environment Court    Victims Compensation Tribunal 

   Dust Diseases Tribunal    Local Court    Workers Compensation Commission 
       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

   Family Court 
       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

   Medical Tribunal     Other, please specify -  

   Federal Court 
       Trial/first instance   Appeal 

  

   Federal Magistrates Court   



 
 
I certify that the information provided in this application is correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief  
 
I acknowledge that the Selection Committee may make enquiries of the persons referred to in 
paragraph 5 and such other persons as it thinks fit in relation to my application.  I authorise 
such enquiries to be made and acknowledged that it will be done on a confidential basis.  
 
I agree to inquiries being made of the Legal Services Commissioner or any other regulatory 
body about any matter or circumstances either past or anticipated that may adversely affect 
my fitness or propriety to hold an appointment as Senior Counsel. I also agree to abide by the 
Senior Counsel Protocol.  
 
Signature:  
 
Date: 
 
 

 
Application: 

 
Please attach any particulars you wish the Selection Committee to take into account. 

 


