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NEW COMMISSIONER TO CARRY OUT LAW REFORM 

 
Sydney University Law Professor, Hilary Astor, has been appointed as full-time 
Commissioner of the New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Attorney General John 
Hatzistergos announced today. 
 
“The NSW Law Reform Commissions plays a vital role in ensuring that the laws in this 
state meet community standards and expectations,” he said. 
 
“Professor Astor has dedicated her career to legal research and policy development and 
her appointment will contribute to the quality of law reform projects carried out by the 
Commission.” 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said Professor Astor is more than familiar with the demands and work of 
the NSW Law Reform Commission having served as a part-time Commissioner from 2000-
2006. 
 
“During this time she displayed formidable project skills and a commitment to community 
consultation and engagement, contributing greatly to the quality of advice given by the 
Commission since its establishment in 1966,” he said. 
 
During her career, Professor Astor served as Associate Professor of Law at the University 
of Sydney (1994-1997) and since 1997 has held the position of Professor of Dispute 
Resolution at the same university. 
 
She also has extensive experience in teaching and research at universities in Australia 
and abroad including Brunel University, the University of British Columbia, the London 
School of Economics and Cardiff University. 
 
Professor Astor is extensively published in the areas of dispute resolution and mediation 
and was the inaugural Chair of National Alternative Dispute Resolution Advisory Council 
(NADRAC). 
 
Throughout her career she has worked on projects with state and federal governments, 
judicial officers and members of the legal profession, including the Australian Law Reform 
Commission. 
 
Professor Astor today welcomed news of her three-year appointment. 
 
“Law reform commissions give citizens a voice in law reform and the opportunity to help 
shape the laws that affect them,” she said. 
 
“The NSW Law Reform Commission has a strong reputation for the high quality of its 
advice and I look forward very much indeed to contributing to its work.” 
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