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LOOKING  AT  FACES  -  WHAT  MACHINES  DON’T  SEE

By Dr Robin J. Watt,  R.J.Watt & Associates,  Forensic & Evidence Management Consultants.

Time: Tuesday 30 March at 6:00pm      Drinks & nibbles provided

Place: e.law Asia Pacific, Level 3, 9 Castlereagh Street Sydney NSW 2000

RSVP: Email Allan Watt - a.watt@elaw.com.au by Thursday 25 March

Increasing developments in visual capture technology 
and the efficiency of computer data bases have 
meant that there has been a corresponding increase 
in the development of facial recognition systems. 
This has been the inevitable outcome aimed at 
attempting to cope with the increasing volume of 
fraudulent identities. But while facial recognition 
systems are, as yet, the best way of checking large 
numbers of people en mass the process is flawed 
because machines do not see the same way as the 
human eye does. And because machines do not see 
the same way as the human eye does, the only other 
method to identify identity fraud when comparing 
faces is to undertake a manual comparison of 
photographs. Robin will discuss his method of photo-
comparison with reference to cases he has been 
involved with and will offer suggestions about how 
one can look at facial features on two or more faces 
to determine whether or not the faces are of the same 
person. Robin will also discuss the limitations of the 
manual method as well.

Robin is New Zealand’s first and so far only forensic 
anthropologist. He has been in private practice, based 
in Wellington, for nearly 20 years.

He pioneered face mapping in New Zealand and 
Australia.He has worked with a number of New 
Zealand jurisdictions as well as the Australian Federal 
Police and Australian Immigration. He also undertakes 
civil cases. He took a masters degree in Biological 
Anthropology at Auckland University before moving 
to Britain to work at the British Museum of Natural 
History. Later while working at the Hunterian Museum 
of the Royal College of Surgeons Robin undertook 
forensic work which formed the basis of his practice 
today. His PhD at Victoria University extended his 
forensic work. As well as face mapping Robin also 
undertakes evidence management, blood spatter 
analysis, DNA reviews, ballistics and other forms of 
image analysis. He was a founder executive member 
of the Independent Forensic Practitioners Institute Inc. 
<ifpi.org.nz>. He appears for defence and prosecution.

FREE CONSULTATION!  While Robin is in Sydney he 
will give an hour’s free consultation for those who 
may like to discuss their evidence with an 
independent expert.


