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THREE NEW MAGISTRATES FOR NSW LOCAL COURT 
 
NSW Attorney General John Hatzistergos today announced the appointments of David 
Degnan, Alexander Mijovich and Harriet Grahame to the bench of the Local Court of NSW. 
 
“These experienced practitioners will bolster the ranks of the Local Court – a jurisdiction 
which is responsible for more than 90 per cent of court cases in NSW,” Mr Hatzistergos 
said. 
 
David Degnan was a crown prosecutor based at Campbelltown and is currently based at 
Wollongong, reviewing matters from the Local Court, finding bills of indictment and 
conducting trials. 
 
Mr Degnan has worked in the criminal justice system for more than 30 years.  The first 11 
years were spent with the NSW Police Force, where he served as a prosecutor, legal 
educator and legal advisor.   
 
He became a barrister in 1989 and was admitted as a solicitor in 1990.  In the same year, 
he began working for the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions where he remained 
until his appointment as a crown prosecutor in 2001. 
 
Solicitor Alexander Mijovich is a sole partner in the law firm, Alex Mijovich & Associates 
and has appeared extensively as a defence advocate in criminal matters before the Local, 
Children’s and District Courts.   
 
Prior to being admitted as a solicitor, Mr Mijovich spent 17 years in the administration of 
the Local Court, working at more than 70 courts across NSW.  
 
Barrister Harriet Grahame has practised primarily in criminal law in all levels from the Local 
Court to the Court of Criminal Appeal, and in a variety of specialist jurisdictions, such as 
the NSW Parole Authority. 
 
During her 17 years as a legal practitioner she has worked for Legal Aid NSW, the 
Western Aboriginal Legal Service in Walgett and the Redfern Legal Centre. She has also 
lectured in criminal law at the University of NSW. 
 
Ms Grahame and Mr Mijovich will be sworn in as magistrates on April 9.  Mr Degnan will 
be sworn in on April 19.   
 
Mr Mijovich and Mr Degnan will serve as full-time magistrates, while Ms Grahame has 
been appointed as a part-time magistrate. 
 
“The NSW Government introduced legislation to allow for the appointment of part-time 
magistrates to make it easier for men and women with family responsibilities to undertake 
this important role,” Mr Hatzistergos said. 
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