
All Barristers practising certificates expire on 30 June 2010 
Important information on the practising certificate renewals process and 

compulsory professional indemnity insurance 
 

All barristers intending to continue practising after 30 June 2010 must renew their 
practising certificate.  It is an offence under the Legal Profession Act 2004 to practise 
without a current practising certificate.  'Practise' includes advice work, chambers work, 
conferences and the like, as well as appearing in court. 
 
In Brief circulars will be published regularly during the renewals period (May-July) to 
provide up to date information on the renewals process. 
 
Timetable 
By mid May 
• Receive confirmation from the NSW Attorney General of those professional 

indemnity policies which have been approved for NSW barristers pursuant to s 403(2) 
of the Legal Profession Act 2004. 

• Renewal documentation posted to all NSW barristers.   
7 June 
• All renewal documentation must be completed and returned with payment to the Bar 

Association by 5pm Monday 7 June (clause 12 of the Legal Profession Regulation 
2005).   

• A late fee of $30 or 10% of the relevant practising certificate fee, whichever is the 
highest, applies where the practising certificate renewal form and/or fee is received 
after 7 June 2010 and before 1 July 2010. 

• If you experience a delay in obtaining a copy of your professional indemnity 
insurance certificate of currency from your broker/insurer, do not delay completing 
and returning your renewal form and payment by 7 June.  We can start 
preliminary processing of your practising certificate; however, your practising 
certificate cannot be issued until proof of professional indemnity insurance 
coverage has been received.   

30 June 
• Your practising certificate should have been issued.  If your practising certificate has 

not been issued to you by 30 June, but you believe the Association has received all 
documentation, payment and evidence of professional indemnity insurance, contact 
the Association immediately. 

1 July 
• Unless you have been issued with your practising certificate, you will be unable to 

practise on and from 1 July 2010. 
 
Professional Indemnity Insurance 
Four policies have been referred to the Attorney General for consideration.  So far only 
two of those policies have been approved by the Attorney General pursuant to s.403 (2) 
of the Legal Profession Act 2004.  The approved policies are those provided by Suncorp 
Metway Insurance Limited and Marsh Pty Ltd.  The Attorney General is still considering 
the policies submitted by Aon Risk Services (CGU) and Willis Australia Limited 
(Allianz) and members will be advised when/if those policies are approved. 



 
Copies of the approved policies, contact details for the brokers/insurers and a table 
comparing the policies will be made available on the Association’s website by mid May.  
All inquiries about the policies, including premium information, should be addressed 
directly to the brokers/insurers.  The Bar Association is unable to provide any advice 
about the merits of the policies or an individual’s premium.   
 
Barristers are reminded that a practising certificate cannot be issued until the Bar 
Association has confirmation of insurance.  Please ensure to arrange your insurance in 
plenty of time so that if you experience difficulty you leave yourself sufficient time to 
organise cover.  The Association can only assist those experiencing difficulty in 
obtaining cover if it is requested to do so directly and if given sufficient time in which to 
do so.   
 
When applying for your insurance, please ensure that you complete the 
application/proposal form in full and disclose all matters as required as failure to do so 
could be grounds for an insurer, and other insurers if they are aware of non-disclosure to 
another provider, to deny cover.  Contact your insurer if you have any doubts as to what 
is required to be disclosed.   
 
Minimum level of insurance 
Please note that the minimum level of insurance required to be taken out by all NSW 
barristers before a new practising certificate will be issued is now $1.5million.  This is 
the limit required by the Professional Standards Council for the Association’s new 
professional standards scheme due to commence on 1 July 2010.  This is the first time the 
minimum level of insurance has increased since July 1995. 
 
Barristers’ PII proposal forms have been issued by Aon in error 
The Association has become aware that Aon has already issued PII proposal forms to its 
clients despite the fact that it does not yet have an approved policy pursuant to s.403 (2) 
of the Legal Profession Act 2004.  Those forms also give clients the option of taking out 
$1 million cover, despite the fact that Aon is well aware that the minimum level of 
insurance to be taken out by NSW barristers is $1.5 million. 
 
The Association has contacted Aon requesting that it contact each of their clients to 
advise that those forms were sent out in error as it does not yet have a policy approved by 
the Attorney General.   
 
Not intending to renew your practising certificate? 
If you have decided not to renew your practising certificate this year, would you please 
advise us in writing that this is your intention so we can note our records. 
   
Should you have any queries regarding the renewal of your practising certificate or 
membership, please contact the Association’s Certification Officer, Barrie Anthony, on 
ph 9232 4055, fax 9221 1149, or e-mail certification@nswbar.asn.au.  


