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NSW Libs & Nats police policy: making our streets 
safe again 

  
NSW Opposition Leader Barry O’Farrell and Shadow Minister for Police Mike 
Gallacher launched the NSW Liberals & Nationals ‘Making Our Streets Safe Again’ 
policy, including the return of drunk and disorderly conduct to the Summary Offences 
Act, at the NSW Police Association Biennial conference on the Central Coast today.  
  
“We have to change the culture of alcohol related anti-social behaviour in NSW, and 
that change starts with making people personally responsible for their own actions,” 
Mr O'Farrell said.  
  
“The Police are sick of being punching bags on a Friday and Saturday night in our 
major entertainment districts,” he said. 
  
Mr Gallacher said whilst the Keneally Labor Government cherry picks crime statistics 
to emphasis that crime in many categories is trending down, they're blind to the fact 
that Friday and Saturday nights in our entertainment districts are becoming 
increasingly unsafe.  
  
If elected, the NSW Liberals & Nationals will: 

• Strengthen existing ‘Move On Powers’ so they can be used for individuals. 
Currently, they can only be used for groups of three or more. 

• Introduce the new offence of ‘drunk and disorderly conduct’ under the Summary 
Offences Act with a maximum penalty of 6 penalty units ($660) or a $200 on-
the-spot fine; and, 

• Pilot ‘sobering-up centres’ in two metropolitan and one regional entertainment 
districts across NSW.  

  
Mr Gallacher said the vast majority of people confronted with a Police Officer will 
comply with these lawful directions and take themselves home.  
  
"We need these laws for the small percentage of people who go out to be 
confrontational and anti-social.  
  
"We’ve listened to the community, and they’ve been saying for years we need drunk 
and disorderly conduct to be made an offence again. We’ve listened, and we’re 
committed to delivering,” Mike Gallacher concluded.   
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