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NATIONAL LEGAL PROFESSION REFORM CONSULTATION

Attorney-General, Robert McClelland, today announced consultation on the National Legal
Profession Reform Project will commence on 14 May 2010.

“The Project aims to not only create a single national market for legal services, but also to simplify
and increase the effectiveness of regulation of the legal profession,” Mr McClelland said.

Today’s announcement follows the recent decision by the Council of Australian Governments
(COAG) to release these materials for a period of consultation and discussion by the Standing
Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG) in Melbourne.

The National Legal Profession Reform consultation package will include a draft Bill, accompanying
National Rules, a Consultation Report from the Legal Profession Reform Taskforce, a Regulation
Impact Statement, and independent economic analysis conducted by ACIL Tasman.

To facilitate the consultation process, stakeholder meetings will be held in all States and Territories
throughout May and June with dates as follows:

• Sydney – 19 May 2010 • Canberra – 20 May 2010
• Melbourne – 20 and 21 May 2010 • Hobart – 24 May 2010
• Adelaide – 27 and 28 May 2010 • Brisbane – 1 June 2010
• Darwin – 2 and 3 June 2010, and • Perth – 4 June 2010.

In addition, the Commonwealth will invite consumer representatives to a one day workshop on the
proposed reforms during the consultation period in order to specifically engage and receive input
from the perspective of legal service consumers.

“Comments on all aspects of the proposals will be closely considered as public scrutiny and robust
debate will be critical to ensuring we achieve a national system that serves us well in the coming
decades.”

Independent economic analysis suggests that the proposed reforms will save more than $130
million over 10 years in cost and duplication and will actually grow the economy by more than $25
million.

The National Legal Profession Reform Consultative Group, which has advised the Taskforce in the
development of its proposals, will receive the consultation package today.

Submissions may be made until 13 August 2010. Details on how to make a submission and the
consultation package will be available at www.ag.gov.au/legalprofession.
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