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NEW CODE OF CONDUCT FOR REPRESENTING CHILDREN IN COURT 
 

Attorney General John Hatzistergos has launched a code of conduct to govern the role of 
representatives of children and other vulnerable people in legal proceedings. 
 
The code sets out the role of Guardians ad Litem who are special representatives 
appointed by a court or a tribunal to act in the best interests of children or vulnerable 
persons. 
 
“Guardians provide a highly valuable service by protecting the interests of children and 
parents who are incapable of giving proper instructions to their legal counsel,” Mr 
Hatzistergos said. 
 
The Attorney General yesterday launched the: 
 

• Guardian ad Litem Code of Conduct:  The code establishes standards of conduct 
expected of all Guardians and stipulates relevant training requirements 

 

• Guardian ad Litem Professional Advisory Committee:  The purpose of the 
Committee is to provide guidance, support and assistance to Guardians.  The 
Committee includes representatives of the Children’s Court, the Supreme Court and 
the Administrative Decisions Tribunal (ADT) 
 

• Guardian ad Litem Website:  The website provides information to the panel, courts 
and tribunals, solicitors and the public  www.gal.nsw.gov.au  

 
The NSW Government established a panel of suitably qualified persons to be appointed by 
the Children’s Court as Guardians ad Litem in 2002.  Since then, Guardians have provided 
a valuable service in the Children’s Court, the Supreme Court and the ADT. 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said the GAL Panel is operating effectively but was in need of formal 
structures to support its operation.  The Special Commission of Inquiry into Child 
Protection in 2008 recommended establishing a code of conduct, a system of monitoring 
compliance and a forum for providing training. 
 
“The NSW State Plan places priority on providing support to the most vulnerable in 
society, including those with a disability or mental health issue,” he said. 
 
“There are real challenges for Government, the judiciary and the legal profession to ensure 
that there is equality in access to justice for persons with either an intellectual disability or 
mental health issues.” 
 
“The GAL panel is playing an important role in addressing some of these challenges.” 
 
The Attorney also expressed his gratitude to all those who had undertaken the role of 
Guardians ad Litem, noting their important contribution to equity in the justice system. 
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