
 

 

Law Council welcomes Reconciliation Week 
The Law Council of Australia today welcomed the start of National Reconciliation Week and 
reiterated its support for the recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 
Australian Constitution. 

Law Council of Australia President, Mr Alexander Ward said National Reconciliation Week (27 
May-3 June) provided an ideal opportunity to promote the reconciliation process, to learn about 
the history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and to promote equality, respect and 
understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.  

“Constitutional recognition of Indigenous Australians is a key priority for the Law Council and is 
about recognising the special place Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders occupy in our nation’s 
history and future. 

“Reform is long overdue; today, our Constitution still contains provisions that were designed to 
discriminate against people on the basis of race. 

“Historically, those provisions have been used to discriminate against Aboriginal peoples and 
Torres Strait Islanders.   

“These provisions are outdated and do not reflect modern Australian values,” Mr Ward said.  

At the 2010 Federal Election, the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the 
Australian Greens and the Independents all committed to holding a referendum in the current 
term of government, or at the next election, so the Australian people could vote on constitutional 
recognition of Indigenous Australians. 

The Law Council has prepared a discussion paper, outlining possible options for reform, which is 
designed to assist the government-appointed Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of 
Indigenous Australians. 

The Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition has been given until December 2011 to present 
options for reform to the Commonwealth Government. 

Mr Ward said it was important to take a measured and diligent approach to the issue of 
Constitutional recognition.  

“Constitutional change would be an enormous step forward in the reconciliation process and will 
modernise the founding principles of our democracy so it is important that as a nation we take 
the time to get it right,” Mr Ward concluded.   
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