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NSW District Court Chief Judge pays tribute to Judge 
Ralph Coolahan on his passing 

 
The Chief Judge of the NSW District Court, Justice Reg Blanch, today paid 
tribute to Judge Ralph Coolahan, who passed away in hospital in the early hours 
of this morning. 
 
Justice Blanch said Judge Coolahan, the long-time resident criminal judge at the 
Newcastle District Court, would be missed in his much-loved regional home. 
 
“Judge Coolahan spent his entire working life in Newcastle, starting as an 
Article Clerk in the then Public Solicitor’s Office back in the 1960s,” Justice 
Blanch said. 
 
“He also practised at the Bar there, prior to being appointed to the bench in July 
1999.” 
 
Despite extensive legal experience in civil law, especially personal injury, Judge 
Coolahan presided exclusively over criminal cases throughout his 12-year 
judicial career, developing considerable expertise. 
 
Justice Blanch described him as a thoughtful and compassionate judge, who 
agonised over sentencing because he was keen to balance justice with mercy, in 
line with community expectation. 
 
He will also be remembered as an agitator and outspoken defender of the legal 
profession and court resources within the local community. 
 
The Chief Judge also praised Judge Coolahan’s tenacity to continue on the bench 
in recent years, despite significant health challenges that ultimately led to his 
passing. 
 
Judge Coolahan had been on sick and extended leave since late September 2011. 
He was however, expected to return prior to his planned retirement around 
February next year. 
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Justice Blanch will sit in Newcastle District Court from 23 January 2012 in an 
attempt to finalise Judge Coolahan’s 12 part-heard matters, without the need for 
them to be recommenced. 
 
Judge Coolahan was 62. 
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