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Your Honours, ladies and gentlemen 
 
I would like to welcome you all here this evening to what is an informal 
occasion to celebrate the work done by members of the New South Wales 
Bar for the various legal assistance schemes administered or supported by 
the NSW Bar Association. 
 
I am delighted to have the Chief Justice here, together with the Chief 
Magistrate and many judicial officers from the Local Court and other 
courts. 
 
We are also very pleased to have solicitors from Community Legal 
Centres and Legal Aid with us as well as community aid workers who do 
such wonderful work in looking after the homeless. 
 
Tonight is about acknowledging the work barristers do in support of the 
social justice objectives of the Association. We administer the Duty 
Barrister Scheme operating at the Local and District Courts at the 
Downing Centre together with the Legal Assistance Referral Scheme and 
The Law Kitchen. As part of that administrative function, LARS was also 
involved in the Sexual Assault Communication Privilege project.   
 
As this is not to be a formal evening, I will simply provide some brief 
background on each of the schemes  - 
 
The Duty Barrister Scheme 
 
The Duty Barrister Scheme has been operating at the Downing Centre for 
seventeen years. There are approximately eighty barristers who have 
volunteered their services each quarter. Two barristers are rostered on 
every day and assist approximately 4,000 members of the public every 
year. From the feedback we have received from both the judiciary and 
members of the public we have every reason to believe that duty 
barristers have provided, and continue to provide, a valuable resource for 
the fair and effective administration of justice. 



 
 
 
The Legal Assistance Referral Scheme 
 
The Legal Assistance Referral Scheme (“LARS”) has also been operating 
for seventeen years.  It is a scheme where less fortunate members of the 
public, who have been refused legal aid, can receive assistance from a 
barrister, either in the form of advice, representation or mediation.  Since 
inception, approximately 4,500 applications have been processed and 
members of the bar have provided approximately 36,000 hours of work. 
 
An analysis of the referrals made through the scheme has consistently 
shown that approximately 70% of the matters have legal merit – a statistic 
which may surprise some given the ‘last port of call’ circumstances of 
many of the clients.   This is not easy work – many of the clients deliver 
their paperwork in a form far less tidy than a crisp white folder bound in 
pink tape, but to the barristers’ credit they are not put off and regardless, 
are able to obtain some very worthwhile results. 
 
Sexual Assault Communications Privilege Project 
 
It is also appropriate to acknowledge the Sexual Assault Communications 
Privilege Pilot, which was an initiative of the Women’s Legal Service, 
partnered by representatives from the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Blake Dawson, Freehills and Clayton Utz. The Bar’s 
representative in the establishment of the pilot was Louise Goodchild, 
who is with us here tonight, with LARS providing an administrative 
platform for the training and referrals.  
 
The Project arose out of growing concern at the lack of legal services for 
sexual assault victims seeking to protect the confidentiality of their 
counselling notes. It was becoming clear that in the absence of legal 
representation, NSW laws limiting the disclosure or use of counselling 
records were not achieving their intended outcome and, as a result, 
victims’ confidential records were being unnecessarily disclosed.   
 
As a result of an enormous amount of work by all concerned, but 
particularly the barristers who agreed to appear, often at very late notice, 
the pilot arrangements have now been formalised, with Legal Aid having 
been given $4m from the State Government to fund legal representation. 
The project was recognised at the Law & Justice Foundation’s Justice 
Awards last month when it won the Pro Bono Partnership Award. 



 
 
 
 
The Law Kitchen 
 
The Law Kitchen (“TLK”) is the initiative of two Sydney barristers, Les 
Einstein, who is with us tonight, and Geoff Pulsford, who has sadly 
passed away. TLK attempts to help those people in our community who 
are not catered for by the more established avenues of assistance. TLK 
has created a high profile presence - literally on the streets - as a resource 
for those who because of homelessness, mental issues and a host of 
related problems are prevented from accessing conventional free legal 
services.  
 
From March this year, the Association has provided an administrative 
assistant, Mr Joss Separovic, to support Les and his team of barristers and 
solicitors. The future scope and form of TLK is a work in progress, 
suffice to say that Les and his team are considering some ‘out of left 
field’ options. Watch this space. 
 
I cannot conclude tonight without also acknowledging the work done by 
barristers in support of the court appointed pro bono schemes which 
include the Federal Court, Federal Magistrates Court, Supreme and 
District Courts. Every year the current President of the Association asks 
for volunteers to assist the courts in this important component of the 
administration of justice. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of the 
Bar Association’s legal assistance staff, who so smoothly administer the 
Legal Assistance Referral and Duty Barrister Schemes. 
 
Thank you to everyone for coming tonight and more importantly, thank 
you for the wonderful work done at the coalface in supporting access to 
justice for those in the community less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


