
ACT Government 
Media Statement 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF MAGISTRATE 

Published: October 13, 2011, 1:28 pm 
Section: Simon Corbell, MLA | Media Releases  

Attorney General, Simon Corbell, has today announced the appointment of 
Magistrate Lorraine Walker as the new Chief Magistrate for the ACT.  

"I am very pleased to announce Magistrate Lorraine Walker's appointment to the role 
of Chief Magistrate and I am confident she will make an excellent Chief Magistrate," 
Mr Corbell said.  

Magistrate Walker was appointed to the ACT Magistrates Court in April 2010. She is 
highly respected in this role and by the local profession.  

The Government undertook a selection process that included a request for 
nominations from a wide range of stakeholders and a public notice seeking 
expressions of interest and nominations to attract a wide range of candidates for the 
position.  

Expressions of interest and nominations were considered by a Selection Advisory 
Committee consisting of Kathy Leigh, Director-General of Justice and Community 
Safety Directorate, Judge Graeme Henson the Chief Magistrate of NSW and Mr 
Michael Peedom, President of the Legal Aid Commission of the ACT.  

The panel conducted interviews with a number of candidates including candidates 
nominated by persons, professional groups and legal bodies and provided advice to 
the Government.  

"I have been impressed by Ms Walker's skill and effectiveness since joining the 
Magistrates Court early last year, and I am convinced she will bring these skills into 
her new role," Mr Corbell said.  

Prior to her appointment as a Magistrate she had over 20 years experience in the 
legal profession working as a barrister in the ACT for the 10 years prior to her court 
appointment.  

Magistrate Walker has extensive experience prior to her appointment as a Magistrate 
including as a partner of a law firm, a crown prosecutor, a solicitor and a legal officer 
in the Royal Australian Air Force. She also tutored at the Australian National 
University and mentored junior practitioners.  

"I congratulate Magistrate Walker on her appointment, and look forward to working 
with her into the future."  

The Government will immediately commence a selection process to fill the vacancy 
in the office of Magistrate.  
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