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2012 Justice Awards winners announced 
 
Winners of the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW’s2012 Justice Awards were announced at a formal dinner on  
Wednesday 31 October at Parliament House, Sydney. Around 340 guests and nominees from across New South Wales 
gathered to honour the work of individuals and organisations who have demonstrated extraordinary commitment and had 
significant impact on improving access to justice, particularly for socially and economically disadvantaged people.  
 
The Foundation congratulates all the nominees and is pleased to announce the winners are: 
 
The Justice Medalwas presented by The Hon. Paul Stein QC AM, Chair of the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW, to 
Theodora Ahilas, Principal of Asbestos/Dust Diseases Department at Maurice Blackburn. Ms Ahilas was recognised for 
her achievements in improving access to justice for victims of asbestos/dust disease and their families. Ms Ahilas is a 
specialist in this area of law, and she is known for her extraordinary compassion and commitment to supporting the 
families of clients as they deal with the psychological scars of sudden and dreadful diagnosis and death. This Award is 
sponsored by the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW. 
 
The Aboriginal Justice Award was presented by The Hon. Greg Smith SC, Attorney General of NSW, to Linden 
McGradyfrom the Clontarf Foundation in Moree. In dealing with at-risk youth, Linden has been described as ‘an 
ambassador for intervention and support’. He was recognised for his commitment to diverting vulnerable youth away from 
the juvenile justice system by mentoring them and engaging them in sporting programs. This Award is sponsored by the 
NSW Department of Attorney General and Justice. 
 
ThePro Bono Partnership Awardwas presented to the 20 year partnership between Kingsford Legal Centre and 
Freehills Foundation (part of Herbert SmithFreehills). This partnership has modelled pro bono services to future 
generations of lawyers, delivered long term benefits to Kingsford Legal Centre in their provision of clinical legal education 
and services to disadvantaged clients, and set a benchmark for the evolution of pro bono work over the past twenty 
years.This Award is sponsored by the National Pro Bono Resource Centre. 
 
TheLaw and Justice Volunteer Awardwas presented to Elizabeth Gilmore, who has volunteered at Penrith Court for 
11 years as part of the Community Restorative Centre’s court support program. Each month Elizabeth assists hundreds 
of people to Penrith Court, helping them to navigate what can be a complex and intimidating environment. This Award is 
sponsored by the NSW Bar Association. 
 
There were also three other awards presented on the evening: 
 
• The Law Society President's Award was awarded to Manny Conditsis for his contribution to the Law Society's Pro 

Bono Scheme.  
 

• The Community Legal Centres NSW Award was presented to the Central Coast Community Legal Centre for 
their ‘Central Coast Domestic Violence Legal Outreach Project’.  
 

• The Legal Information Access Centre ‘Centre of Excellence’ Award was jointly awarded to Port Stephens 
Library and Tamworth City Library for their innovative Law Week programs. 

 
For information on all the nominees visit www.lawfoundation.net.au/justice_awards to download the 2012 Justice 
Awards Program. 
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