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DAVID PATTEN APPOINTED CHAIR OF THE CRIME 
COMMISSION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services Michael Gallacher has today announced 
the appointment of former Judge, Mr David Patten as the new Independent 
Chairperson of the Crime Commission Management Committee. 
 
“Mr Patten is one of the sharpest legal minds in the nation and I am delighted that he 
has agreed to take on this important role,” Minister Gallacher said. 
 
Mr Patten is currently the Deputy President of the Administrative Decisions Tribunal 
and recently conducted the special inquiry into the Crime Commission.   
 
“Given that David Patten conducted the review into the Crime Commission, I can think 
of no one better qualified to fulfil such a critical role to the functioning of the Crime 
Commission,” Minister Gallacher concluded. 

“I made the commitment to reform the Commission and we are doing it. A key reform 
is to ensure the Crime Commission can seize the assets of criminals without facing 
long and expensive court cases as criminals seek to hold onto their ill-gotten gains.  
 
“The appointment of Mr Patten only adds to the impressive team we have brought 
together to take the Crime Commission into the future. 
 
“Leading QC, Mr Peter Hastings has recently commenced as the new Crime 
Commissioner, supported by Assistant Commissioner’s Mr Peter Singleton and Mr 
Bob Inkster. 
 
Mr Patten became an Associate Judge of the District Court of NSW in 1990 and a 
Judge of the Court in 1992.  
 
From 2004 to 2007 and during 2009 Mr Patten was an Acting Judge of the Supreme 
Court of NSW. 
 
In 2008-2009, Mr Patten conducted the inquiry into the conviction of Phuong Ngo for 
the murder of Cabramatta MP, Mr John Newman. 
 
“The Management Committee has an oversight role on the Commission by reviewing 
investigations, and they are also able to impose limits on the scope of an 
investigation,” Minister Gallacher said. 
 



“I have always held the belief that it wasn’t appropriate for a Minister to fulfill the role 
as Chairman of the Committee and this appointment follows a raft of reforms we have 
now implemented at the Commission. 
 
“The role of the Management Committee is an integral one to the functioning of the 
Crime Commission.  It’s the committee that makes recommendations regarding 
ongoing operations and investigations,” Minister Gallacher said. 
 
One of the significant tasks that the new Chairperson will be conducting is developing 
guidelines with respect to the negotiation by the Commission of the terms of 
agreements regarding orders made by consent under the Criminal Assets Recovery 
Act 1990. 
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