
 

Law Council welcomes introduction of NDIS 
legislation 
The Law Council has welcomed the introduction of legislation to implement the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. 

Law Council of Australia President, Ms Catherine Gale, said it is a positive move for people with 
serious disabilities.   

“If enacted, the NDIS legislation should give severely disabled people access to consistent and 
high standards of care, regardless of how they acquired their disability. 

 “Catastrophically injured people will not have to wait for no-fault arrangements to be established 
by state and territory governments before accessing necessary care and support.  

“The scheme proposed by the Bill will act as a safety net for all Australians,” Ms Gale said.   

Under the proposed Bill, participants with severe disabilities arising from an accident will retain 
their existing compensation rights under common law, while also gaining immediate access to 
funded care and support.   

The proposed scheme will also require liability and indemnity insurers and other compensation 
providers to contribute to the scheme, which will ensure longer-term sustainability.   

“Allowing access to common law compensation rights is essential to ensure severely disabled 
people enjoy the same rights as other people who do not qualify for funded support under the 
scheme.   

Ms Gale said the proposed provision of full review rights for scheme participants was another 
positive aspect of the NDIS Bill.   

“Ensuring that decisions of the proposed NDIS Authority are reviewable in the Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal represents best-practice.   

“This is important for promoting better primary decision-making by the Authority and for ensuring 
scheme participants get a fair go,” Ms Gale said. 

Ms Gale added that there would, however, need to be provision of funding under the scheme for 
legal assistance, particularly in the early stages, to ensure people wishing to exercise review 
rights can access appropriate advice and representation.  

 “Legal assistance providers are already struggling to maintain basic services and it is important 
the government ensure there is additional funding for legal assistance to ensure review rights 
can be properly exercised.  
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“The Law Council will be carefully considering the legislation with a view to providing 
constructive feedback to Parliament.   

“In the course of developing its response, the Law Council will consult with other stakeholders to 
gain an understanding of a range of different views”, Ms Gale concluded. 
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