
The Australian Bar Association

Advanced Trial Advocacy Course
Excellence in Advocacy

21–25 January 2013 • Brisbane, Supreme Court of Queensland

SUMMARY
• 5 days residential
• 42 positions
• Minimum 2 years’ experience  

at the private Bar

COST $3,600 (GST inclusive)

IMPORTANT DATES 
Registrations close 9 November 2012 

Full payment due 16 November 2012 

Course materials 10 December 2012 

Course 21-25 January 2013



COACHES 

The coaching faculty will include senior 
Judges, Australian and International 
counsel, as well as performance and 
voice coaches with expertise in voice, 
movement and impact.
Justice Megan Latham 
Supreme Court of New South Wales
Justice Glenn Martin 
Supreme Court of Queensland
Justice Kenneth Martin 
Supreme Court of Western Australia
Justice David Boddice 
Supreme Court of Queensland
Justice Jean Dalton 
Supreme Court of Queensland
Judge Patrick O’Neal 
District Court of Western Australia
Tim Bruinders SC 
South African Bar
Christopher Gudsell QC 
New Zealand Bar
Robert Stitt QC 
New South Wales Bar
Ian Temby AO QC 
New South Wales Bar
Stephen Estcourt QC 
Tasmanian Bar
Alastair Wyvill QC 
Northern Territory Bar
Gail Archer SC 
Western Australian Bar
Philip Greenwood SC 
New South Wales Bar
Grant Algie SC 
South Australian Bar
Michael Stewart SC 
Queensland Bar
Sandy Thompson SC 
Queensland Bar
Elizabeth Wilson SC 
Queensland Bar
Carolyn Sparke 
Victorian Bar
Lucy Cornell 
New South Wales performance coach
Tanya Gerstle 
Victorian performance coach
Shannon Dolan 
New South Wales performance coach

WELCOME
Course description and teaching philosophy
Course director Philip Greenwood S.C. is pleased to welcome you to the 
seventh Advanced Trial Advocacy Course, Excellence in Advocacy, to be 
held in Brisbane between 21 and 25 January 2013, at the Supreme Court 
of Queensland.

This is a course run by the profession for the profession. The skills of a 
barrister are best learnt in an environment that is as close to the real 
experience as possible. This involves realistic briefs, proper preparation, 
and performance in real court settings.

Groups are small and the coach-to-participant ratio is high. 
Performances are recorded in court and are then reviewed separately by 
members of the coaching faculty that includes judges, senior members 
of the Australian and International Bars, and expert performance 
coaches.

Course aim and focus
This is a residential five day course that will develop your skills as an 
experienced barrister. The course focuses on developing your strengths 
in addressing, examining-in-chief and cross-examining.

The briefs
2013 will see the introduction of a separate criminal brief, along with the 
current civil brief. 

You can elect which brief you wish to prepare. Roles for Counsel will be 
allocated.



Learning resources
Course materials will be posted to you on 10 December 2012, along 
with a password providing you access to the course’s online portal. All 
materials will be available online, along with important updates and 
other documents.

The course coordinator will stay in contact with you via announcements 
and updates posted on the online portal, and by email.

Participants
You are an experienced barrister, with at least two years’ experience at 
the private Bar, looking to take your skills as an advocate to the next 
level.

You will have studied the materials provided in detail, be familiar with 
the relevant legal principles and be well versed in your brief. Ideally, you 
will have undertaken at least three days preparation prior to the course 
commencing, and on day one you will be ready to deliver your opening 
address.

To enrol in the course you must submit the attached Registration 
Form, along with provision for payment of the deposit, at your earliest 
convenience. Valid applications will be accepted up until registrations 
close on Friday, 9 November 2012, or until all positions have been filled. 
If you meet the experience requirement your deposit will be processed 
and you will be notified by email. Payment of the balance is due on or 
before Friday, 16 November 2012.

Please note that there are only 42 positions available.

Venue
The course will be held in the Supreme Court of Queensland at the 
Queen Elizabeth II Courts of Law, 415 George Street, Brisbane.

Cost
The cost of the course is $3,600 (GST inclusive) and covers:

• All course materials and readings;
• Course venue, equipment and stationery;
• Five nights’ accommodation at the Sebel-Citigate Hotel  

(Monday-Friday);
• All breakfasts, lunches, pre-dinner drinks and dinners  

(except Wednesday night);
• Final night off-site dinner including drinks.

Please note that there are no discounts for Brisbane residents, or those 
barristers who wish to stay off-site. This is intended to be a residential 
course.

All travel costs are additional and must be organised by barristers 
individually.



Accommodation
Executive rooms at the Sebel-Citigate Hotel have been arranged for your 
accommodation during the course. Located on the corner of Ann and 
Roma Streets in Brisbane’s CBD, the Hotel is just a short walk from the 
Queen Elizabeth II Courts of Law.

All breakfasts and lunches during the course will be provided at the 
Hotel, along with Monday, Tuesday and Thursday night dinners.  
Further information about the Sebel-Citigate Hotel can be found at: 
http://www.mirvachotels.com/sebel-king-george-square-brisbane

Important payment information
A deposit of $720 must accompany your registration form. No 
registration forms will be accepted without provision for payment of the 
deposit, and your position on the course will not be guaranteed until 
you have been accepted and the deposit processed. The deposit is non-
refundable.

Registrations close on Friday, 9 November 2012.
The balance of $2,880 is payable on or before Friday, 16 November 2012. 
If you do not provide full payment by 16 November 2012 the ABA reserves 
the right to cancel your registration, in which case you will forfeit your 
deposit.

Withdrawal and transfer policy
If, for any reason, you need to withdraw from the course after you have 
been accepted, you will forfeit your deposit. The balance payment of 
$2,880 is refundable only if you arrange for your vacant position to be 
filled by another suitable barrister before the final cut-off date.

The final cut-off date is Friday, 7 December 2012. After this date, no 
monies will be refunded if you withdraw, and no transfers of your 
registration will be accepted.

Contact
Please direct all enquiries to:

Maree Griffiths  
ATC Coordinator

E: advocacy@austbar.asn.au 

T: +617 3238 5100

ABA Secretariat 
Ground Floor Inns of Court 
107 North Quay 
Brisbane Q 4000


