
 

Law Council congratulates 2012 recipients of 
Indigenous Lawyer of the Year and Indigenous 
Law Student of the Year  
Law Council of Australia President, Ms Catherine Gale, today congratulated the 2012 
Indigenous Lawyer of the Year, Ms Terri Janke, and the Indigenous Law Student of the Year, Mr 
Peter Dawson.  

“Ms Janke and Mr Dawson are outstanding role models and are deserving winners of this year's 
awards,” Ms Gale said. 

Ms Janke is the first female recipient of the prestigious award and was recognised for her wide-
ranging accomplishments in the legal profession. 

“Ms Janke is a leading international authority on Indigenous intellectual and cultural property 
rights and has been involved in several landmark cases on Indigenous copyright and traditional 
knowledge rights,” Ms Gale said.    

“She is also the Principal and Director of her own award-winning law firm, Terri Janke and Co—a 
firm she founded in 2000. 

 “Ms Jankie has prepared several authoritative reports for government and the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation on protection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural and 
intellectual property rights.   

“She serves on the Boards of several organisations, she is a PhD candidate at the Australian 
National University, an accomplished novelist and singer, and a proud mother.”  

Mr Dawson, a law student from the University of Western Australia, was named the Indigenous 
Law Student of the Year in recognition of his outstanding academic and other achievements. 

“Mr Dawson has proved himself to be a law student of tremendous talent and has also made 
significant contributions, outside of the classroom, to the advancement of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples in Western Australia and nationally,” Ms Gale said.  

“Most notably, Mr Dawson has contributed to projects undertaken by the National Aboriginal and 
Islander Day Observance Committee, Generation One and the Australian Human Rights 
Commission” 

Ms Gale said the awards highlighted the valuable contributions Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander lawyers make to the Australian legal profession. 

“The Law Council is a proud supporter of these awards, which celebrate the achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lawyers and law students,” Ms Gale concluded. 
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