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Record women taking silk inspiring
Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Elizabeth Broderick, has commended the New South Wales Bar Association on its record appointment of women to Senior Counsel this year.

“Twelve of the 26 barristers elevated to the senior ranks of the bar on Friday were women,” Commissioner Broderick said. “This sends a very inspiring message to young women who may be considering the law as a career choice, as well as to women in general – it says that if you have the ability, commitment and talent, you can get to the top of your profession.”

Out of the field of 117 applicants, 85 were men. The 12 new female senior counsel were chosen from a field of 32 women. Two out the 24 successful candidates in 2011 were women and 4 out of 20 in 2010.

“More and more women are choosing to study law and, in fact, the number of women now studying law is greater than the number of men,” said Commissioner Broderick. “So this is a very encouraging result that is starting to reflect the gender balance of women entering the profession.”

Commissioner Broderick said that this result indicated that, for female barristers, the glass ceiling was starting to crack.

“In many professions, regardless of the number of women on the ground, the number of women in senior leadership positions is low, which can send a message to women considering promotion that success is illusive and difficult,” Commissioner Broderick said. “For women in the legal profession, particularly at the bar, results like these show that they can achieve at the highest levels.”
Ms Broderick said that, along with all 26 successful appointees, the New South Wales Bar Association should also be congratulated.

Commissioner Broderick acknowledged that the Australian Human Rights Commission’s new President, Professor Gillian Triggs, sat on the selection committee this year.
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