
 

Law Council of Australia calls for bipartisan 
commitment to constitutional recognition 
The Law Council has welcomed the Government’s announcement that it will introduce an Act of 
Recognition in Parliament to acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, but 
says firm, bipartisan commitment to hold a referendum to amend the Constitution should remain 
a priority.   

Law Council of Australia President, Ms Catherine Gale, said the postponement of a referendum 
on Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples was disappointing 
and called for bipartisan commitment to hold a referendum within the next term of Parliament.  

“The Act of Recognition announced by the Indigenous Affairs Minister, the Hon. Jenny Macklin, 
is a positive development in progressing Indigenous Constitutional Recognition, but it is vital the 
Act does not merely become a substitute for a referendum on this important issue,” Ms Gale 
said. 

“The Act of Recognition, if enacted by Parliament, will include a statement of recognition, with a 
sunset clause that will expire within the next term of Parliament.  

“This sunset clause provides a timeframe for consultation and education in relation to this issue 
and the Law Council will continue to advocate strongly throughout this period to ensure 
constitutional recognition remains on the Australian political and social agenda.” 

Ms Gale said the Law Council is also concerned neither of the major political parties has 
responded to the report of the ‘Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition’, which was released 
in January 2012. 

In January 2012, the government-appointed ‘Expert Panel’ delivered its report to the Prime 
Minister, recommending several changes to the Australian Constitution, which included a new 
head of power to make laws for Indigenous Australians, accompanied by a preambular  
statement of recognition. 

The Panel also recommended removal of outdated, discriminatory provisions, a new clause to 
protect all Australians from racial discrimination and recognition of Aboriginal languages as the 
original languages of Australia. 

 “This is a significant issue for all Australians and it is integral that work continues to ensure a 
successful referendum on constitutional recognition. 

 “All parties should commit to a comprehensive campaign to improve the community’s 
understanding of Australia’s Constitution prior to holding a referendum on the issue of 
Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
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“Community education and bi-partisan support are critical to ensuring the success of a 
referendum. 

“The Law Council urges the Government and Opposition to re-affirm their commitment to 
Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians and commit to a 
comprehensive community education campaign over the next 2 years,” Ms Gale concluded.  
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