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2 August 2013 

SENIOR COUNSEL APPOINTMENT - 2013 

The President of the Australian Capital Territory Bar Association,  
Mr Greg Stretton SC today announced the appointment of Philip 
Anthony Walker and Peter John Fawckner Garrisson as Senior Counsel 
(SC) for the Australian Capital Territory. 

Mr Walker was first admitted to practice in 1988 and has practised 
continuously since that time.  Mr Walker joined the independent bar in                  
1998.  His main areas of practice include Commercial Law and 
Administrative Law. 

In addition to his legal practice, Mr Walker was the ACT Bar Association’s 
President from 2010 until 2012.  He has served on the ACT Law Reform 
Commission and as President was actively involved in opposing the changes 
to personal injury legislation, reduction in rights to trial by jury and reduction 
of the right to self defence in assault cases.  He assisted in amendments to 
Supreme Court procedures and the introduction of the “Blitz”.   
Mr Walker has also been a member of the Australian Bar Association Council 
and was appointed its Hon Secretary in October 2012.  He is also a Legal 
Officer in the Royal Australian Navy Reserve (since 2004).  

Mr Garrisson was first admitted to legal practice in 1981 in Victoria.  He was 
appointed as Solicitor-General for the Australian Capital Territory on  
31 August 2011, and for several years prior to that appointment, he served 
as Chief Solicitor of the ACT Government Solicitor.	  
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Mr Garrisson has a strong legal background and extremely broad experience 
in the provision of legal services in both the private and public sector.   His 
time in private practice was in Melbourne at the firms of Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth and later Home Wilkinson & Lowry, where in both firms he was a 
partner. He also served as a Regional Commissioner for the Australian 
Securities and Investments Commission before moving to Canberra and 
joining the ACT Government Solicitor in 1999.  

“The selection process this year was a rigorous one.  It involved extensive 
consultation of both local and interstate judiciary and senior barristers.  The 
support for the appointment of both Mr Walker and Mr Garrisson was very 
strong. “We are fortunate to have both of these eminent members joining the 
ranks of Senior Counsel.  They can both truly be seen as a leaders of the 
Bar.” the President, Mr Greg Stretton SC concluded. 
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