
 

Law Council of Australia President outlines 
agenda for 2013 
The new Law Council of Australia President, Mr Joseph Catanzariti, has today outlined his vision 
for 2013 which includes a commitment to demonstrate the Law Council’s relevance to all legal 
practitioners in Australia. 

Mr Catanzariti, a past President of the Law Society of New South Wales and a partner of one of 
Australia’s leading Law Firms, Clayton Utz, is the Law Council’s 61st President and succeeded 
Ms Catherine Gale on 1 January this year.  

Mr Catanzariti will preside over the Law Council during its 80th anniversary year and said it was 
with immense pride that he assumes the Presidency of Australia’s peak legal body.  

Over the next 12 months, Mr Catanzariti will strive to ensure the Law Council demonstrates its 
relevance to all legal practitioners, irrespective of where they practise or the type of practice in 
which they operate.   

“Through a range of mechanisms, I will seek to ensure the profile of the Law Council is 
enhanced to better identify its relevance to practitioners throughout Australia and internationally. 

“The Law Council will speak with one voice for the common good of the profession and the 
broader Australian community. 

 “The role of President is also about being a ‘thought leader’—to present new ideas and 
challenge the way in which we think about the law, its role in and impact on society against a 
backdrop of strong rule of law principles,” Mr Catanzariti said.  

Mr Catanzariti identified five key priorities for the Law Council in 2013 including access to justice, 
human rights advocacy, international engagement, strengthening the position of the Law Council 
Sections, and addressing the high attrition rates of women lawyers. 

“An important initiative for the Law Council in 2013 is the National Attrition and Re-engagement 
Study. 

“Why women leave the legal profession and do not re-engage is an important issue for the 
national profession and one the Law Council will explore and address through the Study. 

“The objective of the Study is to produce a report, including recommendations for legal 
associations and law practices, outlining practical measures which can be implemented to 
address the causes of high attrition rates among women lawyers, and re-engage women lawyers 
who have left the profession,” Mr Catanzariti said.  

With the upcoming federal election, Mr Catazariti said the Law Council will be active in raising 
key policy issues of concern to the legal profession and the Australian community.  

“There is a real problem of working Australians not having an appropriate understanding of the 
Australian legal system or how to access it. 
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“I will continue to support the Law Council’s Access to Justice Committee and Family Law 
Section in their work in this area and will continue to advocate strongly for improved funding for 
the legal assistance sector in Australia. 

“The federal election also presents an excellent platform on which to explore some of the legal 
impediments to doing business in Australia.” 

Mr Catanzariti added that he will continue to build on the Law Council’s long standing advocacy 
in the area of human rights, with a particular emphasis on human trafficking and the treatment of 
asylum seekers. 

Mr Catanzariti will also continue to work on the implementation of the Law Council’s International 
Strategy.  

“In line with the Strategy, I will be focusing on our region and will be building on the established 
relationships with key law associations.  

“This work will involve continuing to promote Australia as a hub for international arbitration,” Mr 
Catanzariti said.  

In 2013 Mr Catanzariti will seek to strengthen and encourage the important position of the five 
specialist Sections of the Law Council of Australia.  

“The Business Law, Family Law, Federal Litigation, International Law and Legal Practice 
Sections administer a range of activities on behalf of the Law Council. 

“The Sections are the lifeblood of the Law Council and are absolutely vital to its ongoing success 
in the area of policy development and advocacy.” 

Mr Catazariti said he is confident 2013 will be a challenging and rewarding year. 

“For me the law is a giving profession and one in which I am very proud to be a part – I look 
forward to working with the Law Council Executive and to serving the Australian legal profession 
this year.”  

At the December Annual General Meeting of the Law Council, the following Directors were 
elected as Members of the Law Council Executive for 2013: 
 

• Mr Michael Colbran QC, President-elect 
• Mr Duncan McConnel, Treasurer 
• Ms Fiona McLeod SC, Member 
• Mr Justin Dowd, Member 
• Ms Leanne Topfer, Member 

 

Attached: Biographical Profile of Mr Joseph Catanzariti 
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The President of the  
Law Council of Australia

Joseph Catanzariti, President
Joseph Catanzariti (Joe) is a past President of the 
Law Society of New South Wales and a partner of 
one of Australia’s leading Law Firms, Clayton Utz.

Now in his thirty-first year of practice, Mr 
Catanzariti is a commercial litigator who has 
expertise in workplace relations and employment 
law and has extensive experience in advising 
major corporate and public sector clients on 
strategic workplace relations matters. 

He has worked on a number of landmark matters 
such as Jana Wendt vs. Channel 7 and  
SRA vs. earthline. He also has extensive experience 
in the review and development of legal practice 
and policy. 

Mr Catanzariti is the Law Council representative 
on the Law Admissions Consultative Committee 
and is involved in the Law Council’s Legal 
Education Committee, Recruitment and 
Retention of Lawyers Committee, Corporate 
Governance Committee and Strategic Initiatives Committee. 

Mr Catanzariti is also an Adjunct Professor, Work and Organisational Studies, Business School of 
University of Sydney.

Mr Catanzariti is the Chair of the College of Law, the Chair of the Law Society of New South 
Wales Employment Law Committee and a past Secretary for the Australian Labour and 
Employment Relations Association (1997 to 2011).

In 2011, Mr Catanzariti was awarded Life Time Recognition of the Industrial Relations Society of 
Australia/Australian Labour and Employment Relations Association
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