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Cuts to Local Court will affect our quality of justice 

Sweeping  cuts to the budget of the  Local Court of NSW by the State Government will 

increase court delays and reduce access to justice, the President of the New South Wales Bar 

Association, Phillip Boulten SC, today said.

“The Government has demanded that the Chief Magistrate achieve a 4.5% cut in the Local 

Court’s  budget over the next three years. This will result in the number of full time magistrates 

in the State being cut by eight in that period” Mr Boulten said.

“The Local Court of NSW is one of the busiest jurisdictions in the common law world, and, at 

a time when police numbers are being increased substantially,  the proposed cuts will result in 

huge blowouts in court waiting times and deny the public timely access to justice” he said.  

The Chief Magistrate has stated that sittings at a number of suburban and regional courts will 

have to be suspended over the next three years, placing a greater burden on the Local Court 

system as a whole.

“As a result of these cuts, members of the public will no longer be able to attend a court in their 

local area and may be required to travel large distances, particularly in regional areas, in order to 

attend court”.

Cuts to judicial resources will also have an effect upon the State Government’s own budget, 

as fewer magistrates means that fewer fines on conviction will be issued, reducing the State’s 

revenue.

“These drastic measures will substantially reduce the capacity of the Local Court , and represent 

a shift to the inferior standard of justice experienced in some overseas jurisdictions, where cases 

can take up to forty years to resolve” Mr Boulten said.

“The New South Wales Bar Association calls upon the State Government to restore the funding 

of the Local Court before the cuts begin to erode our system of justice”. 

For further information, contact Alastair McConnachie at the Bar Association on ph: (02) 9229 

1756 or mobile: 0420314462.


