
 

National Conference puts focus on access to justice 
Law Council of Australia President, Mr Joseph Catanzariti, opened the National Access to 
Justice and Pro Bono Conference in Melbourne yesterday morning with an address that 
focussed on the stark reality of access to justice in Australia.  

Mr Catanzariti said while recent funding injections to legal assistance providers should be 
acknowledged, they do not go far enough. 

“Reduced funding in legal assistance means that many citizens find it difficult, if not impossible, 
to access the legal services to which they are entitled. 

“For all the statistics, economic modelling and warnings from the legal profession, the issue of 
underfunding and under resourcing in the justice system continues and the result is restricted 
access to justice and serious impacts on the enforcement and protection of legal rights. 

“Socially disadvantaged Australians are particularly at risk,” Mr Catanzariti said. 

Mr Catanzariti also acknowledged the increase in pro bono work being undertaken by the legal 
profession but warned pro bono should never be viewed as a substitute for a properly funded 
legal assistance sector.  

The recent increase in Federal Court filing fees was also noted as having a negative impact on 
the ability of Australians to access justice. 

“Increases in Court fees impact most significantly on those who have limited capacity to pay and 
seriously undermine access to justice," Mr Catanzariti said. 

Mr Catanzariti noted the recent court fee increases in New South Wales have been diverted 
back to the courts for additional judges, improving technology and infrastructure and not put into 
consolidated revenue. 

"It is regrettable that court fees are increased at all but if they are, then the revenue generated 
should be used to enhance the justice system," Mr Catanzariti said. 

The Conference will close today with a debate on access to justice policy between the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General, the Hon. Mark Dreyfus QC MP; Shadow Attorney-General, 
Senator the Hon. George Brandis SC; and Australian Greens Spokesperson on Legal Affairs, 
Senator Penny Wright. 

“In the context of the upcoming Federal Election, this debate provides an important platform for 
the Australian community to gauge the direction federal politicians will be taking in relation to 
access to justice policy development,” Mr Catanzariti said. 
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