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The PILCH NSW Offshore Asylum Seeker Project comes to an end soon 

This successful Project is closing as we have assisted the asylum seekers affected 
 

PILCH NSW initiated the Offshore Asylum Seeker Project in August 2011 in response to the 
High Court’s decision in M61. The aim of the Project was to ensure that all offshore asylum 
seekers who had received a negative Independent Merits Review (IMR) or Independent 
Protection Assessment (IPA) had access to legal assistance to appeal the decision in court 
where it contained legal errors. 

When is the Project ending? 

PILCH NSW will not be accepting new referrals to the Project after 31 May 2013.  

Clients currently receiving assistance through the Project will continue to be assisted. However, 
from 1 July 2013, there will no longer be a dedicated Managing Solicitor for the Project. 

Accordingly, post-1 July 2013, PILCH NSW will no longer be able to provide ongoing legal case 
management or to act as a point of contact between advocates, caseworkers and the legal 
profession.  

Why is the Project ending? 

The Project is ending because PILCH NSW has achieved what it set out to achieve in 
establishing the Project. With co-operation from similar schemes in other states, PILCH NSW 
has made legal assistance available across the client group. 

Since 24 March 2012, offshore asylum seekers have been able to access the Refugee Review 
Tribunal (RRT). Accordingly, there are no longer clients with negative IMR and IPA decisions 
who require assistance. PILCH NSW does not assist with RRT matters; our Project was set up 
to specifically respond to the needs of the IMR/IPA group of clients. 

PILCH NSW has provided assistance to over 500 people; referring over 245 matters to 
barristers for advice on the prospects of making an application for judicial review to the Federal 
Magistrates Court (now the Federal Circuit Court). 

Of those clients, 120 people have been represented by barristers and solicitors in the Federal 
Circuit Court Some matters have also been appealed to the Federal Court and at least two 
applications have been made for special leave to the High Court of Australia. 

All of this work has been undertaken on a pro bono basis by 120 barristers and 24 law firms.  

Where are we now? 

In response to M61 (and in part, to the Project), there has been: 

 an improvement in the quality of decision making at the independent review level; and 

 access to the RRT granted to offshore asylum seekers since 24 March 2012. 

Although this particular Project is ending, PILCH NSW is continuing to provide assistance to 
refugee clients who have received adverse security assessments and our new project MOSAIC 
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is commencing soon. MOSAIC has been developed to provide legal assistance with civil law 
matters to recently arrived migrants and their communities.  

PILCH NSW will continue to look at where pro bono resources may best be utilised to assist 
vulnerable asylum seeker and refugee clients. 
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Queries? 

PILCH NSW will be circulating further information in relation to the closing of the Project in the 
coming weeks. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact the Offshore Asylum Seeker Project 
Managing Solicitor, Nicola Cannon. Nicola can be contacted by email on oasp@pilchnsw.org.au 
or by telephone on (02) 9114 1793. 
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