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KEYNOTE SPEAKER – Judge Joseph Thomas Flies-Away, J.D., M.P.A 
Associate Justice of the Hualapai Court of Appeals 

Judge Joseph Thomas Flies Away describes himself as a community and 
nation building consultant/facilitator.  As a consultant, Flies-Away facilitates 
tribal community & nation building projects in planning, evaluation, technical 
assistance, research, and training. Focusing on developing justice systems, including Healing to 
Wellness Courts, Flies-Away is interested in how courts and other governmental institutions 
contribute to affective governance and ‘living together well’.  Justice Flies-Away’s experience 
includes serving as a Hualapai Tribal Council Member, Director of the Tribe’s Department of Planning 
& Community Vision, promoter and Chairman of the Board of the tribal corporation, HBE, Inc., and 
Chief Judge and Associate Judge of the Hualapai Tribal Court (trial court).  Justice Flies-Away has 
also taught students from Junior High to University, including Lecturer in Law at Stanford University 
School of Law and in Native American Studies in the Stanford School of Humanities & Sciences, 
Arizona State, and UCLA. 

In his first term as Chief Judge, Flies-Away helped to plan, implement, then preside over the Hualapai 
Wellness Court, which later became a Mentor Court.  It was one of the first wellness courts to offer 
both an adult and juvenile docket.  On his own and as a consultant for the Tribal Law and Policy 
Institute (TLPI) Flies-Away assists tribes and Alaskan villages to plan, develop, and refine Tribal 
Healing to Wellness Courts.  Working with TLPI, Judge Flies-Away helped produce the Overview 
Healing to Wellness Courts; Healing to Wellness Courts: The 10 key Components; and the Wellness 
Court Judge’s Bench Book (draft), which he is currently helping to update.  In his own writing, Judge 
Flies-Away describes Wellness Courts as Therapeutic Jurisprudence +, ‘the plus’ being a spiritual 
element added to the psychological and emotional impact concerns of Tribal Justice (TJ).  Spiritual in 
this context connotes how individuals and groups feel connected, linked, and tied together, a bonding 
that strengthens the spirit and soul. Flies-Away believes that many addicts seek and rely on 



substances to help them feel connected and apart.  Healing to Wellness Courts, for Flies-Away, 
provides a format for participants to find alternate ways to feel connected, related, empowered, and 
restored. 

Through his experience and education as a judge, council member, planner, and teacher, Judge Flies-
Away is familiar and experienced with a broad spectrum of issues and concerns Indigenous peoples 
face in their endeavours to re-build strong communities, governments, and nations.  Flies-Away 
commits to comprehensive strategies and facilitations in the areas of human capital development, 
organizational development, community infrastructure development environmental support, and 
economic development (what he refers to as People, Policy, Place, & Pecuniary Possibilities; How 
People Gather Ground & Grow).  Flies-Away offers holistic workshops and concepts that embrace 
Indigenous processes, including the Spirituality of Law and Warrior of Law; and speaks to various 
audiences on Indigenous governance, law, and leadership.  Judge Flies-Away holds a Juris doctor 
Degree from the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, a Masters Degree in Public Administration 
from the Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, and is a graduate of Stanford in English 
Literature. 
 
 
Dominic Perrottet, Member for Castle Hill 
 
Dominic Perrottet grew up in the Hills District and was educated at Redfield 
College and Oakhill College before graduating from Sydney University with a 
Commerce/Law degree.  Before entering parliament, Dominic worked as a 
Solicitor at Henry Davis York Lawyers in the areas of banking restructuring and 
insolvency law.  In March 2011 Dominic was elected as the State Member for 
Castle Hill and is currently the Chair of the NSW Legislative Assembly Legal Affairs Committee.  He is 
also Joint-Chair of the Sri Lankan Ministerial Consultative Committee. 
 
 
Paul Gerard Lynch, Shadow Attorney-General, BA (Hons) LLB 
 
Paul Lynch has represented the seat of Liverpool in the NSW Legislative 
Assembly since his election in 1995.  Paul Lynch was on the executive of NSW 
Young Labor from 1981-82, and was its Secretary from 1982-83.  Previously, Paul 
was a Councillor on the Liverpool City Council, a post he held from 1987 to 1995.  
In 2007, Paul Lynch was made Minister for Local Government, Minister  
for Aboriginal Affairs, and Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Mental Health). 
In the Keneally Labor Government, Paul was Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for Commerce, 
Minister for Energy, Minister for Public Sector Reform and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.  Paul is now 
the Shadow Attorney General and the Shadow Minister for Justice in the Robertson Labor Shadow 
Cabinet. 
  



Judge Roger Dive, Senior Judge, Drug Court of NSW 
 
Judge Dive has been a Judge of the District Court of NSW, and the Senior Judge of 
the Drug Court, since July 2004.  Before those appointments Judge Dive had been 
a Local Court Magistrate since 1989, sitting in both city and country courts.  He 
held the roles of Senior Civil Magistrate and Senior Children’s Magistrate during 15 
years on that bench.  In the Children's Court, Judge Dive sat in the Care and 
Criminal jurisdictions, taking a particular interest in the chronic issues of the far 
West of this State.  Judge Dive was awarded the 2011 Prime Minister’s Award for outstanding 
contribution to Drug and Alcohol endeavors. 
 

Dr Don Weatherburn, Director NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 
PSM, FASSA. 
In 1983 Dr Weatherburn was appointed Senior Research Officer at the NSW 
Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research and four years later he was appointed 
Foundation Director of Research at the NSW Judicial Commission.  He has held his 
current position since 1988.  He was awarded a Public Service Medal in January 
1998 and made a fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia in 2006.  Dr Weatherburn is 
the author of two books and more than 180 articles, book chapters and reports on crime and criminal 
justice. 
 
 
Amanda Clarke, Drug Court Prosecutor, Parramatta and Downing Centre,  
(Bpolicing, MLshipMgt (Policing), MA(CrimIntel) 

Amanda Clarke is a Sergeant within the New South Wales Police force with more 
than 17 years service.  For the past 12 years she has been affiliated with the Drug 
Court of NSW, primarily as a Drug Court Police Prosecutor attached to Police 
Prosecutions Command.  Before her appointment to the Drug Court in 2001 she 
had been an operational police officer, performing duties at Central, Parramatta, 
Wentworthville and Holroyd Local Area Commands.  She is active in the establishment and 
development of procedures in the Drug Court, having in-depth knowledge of therapeutic 
jurisprudence.  Her understanding of both Drug Court and law enforcement best practices is utilised 
in her role as Police Prosecutions Command, New South Wales Police Force Subject Matter Expert 
for ‘Drug Courts’. 

She has represented the New South Wales Police Force on numerous specialist criminal jurisdictions 
committees, including the Implementation Group for both the Hunter and Sydney Drug Courts. 
Internationally, she is a current active member of the National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals.  She has a Masters Degree in Leadership and Management (Policing) and a research 
Masters Degree in Criminal Intelligence from the Charles Sturt University, New South Wales.  She is 
currently enrolled in a Doctoral Program at Charles Sturt University looking at capturing ‘success’ of 
the second generation of Drug Courts in Australia. 
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Gail Wallace, Nowra Circle Court and Care Circle Co-ordinator 

Gail Wallace is a descendant from the Wemba Wemba clan in Victoria and the 
Durag clan in NSW.  She grew up on an Aboriginal Mission in the 1950s and ‘60s.  
She claims her childhood was ideal due to the enriched culture in which she grew 
up.  She was surrounded by the sharing and caring aspect of her culture and by 
her Elders who filled her with wisdom, dignity and pride for her Aboriginality 
heritage.  She claims to have had a communal up-bringing mainly because of the kinship system and 
the extended family who helped raise her.  The Aboriginal Missions in which she grew up had 25 
different Aboriginal families living there.  Her parents were seasonal workers and did not expect their 
nine children would go on to better things within the broader community.  Her father witnessed her 
graduation from the University of Wollongong in 1996 as the first Aboriginal person to graduate with a 
Law Degree.  Over the past 36 years Gail has gone onto use her community and cultural knowledge 
and her tertiary education working in various roles with the Aboriginal Legal Service, the NSW 
Department of Education, the Department of Social Security (now Centrelink), the NSW Department 
of Attorney-General and Justice, the NSW Aboriginal Justice Advisory Council and the NSW Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions.  She has been working in her current role as Project Officer of 
Circle Sentencing in Nowra for 11 and a half years and during that time helped established the first 
Circle Court and Care Circle in Australia. 

 

 

This event is sponsored by the Faculty of Law, Humanities and The Arts, the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, the Legal Intersections Research Centre and the Wollongong & District Law Society. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


