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TWO SILKS APPOINTED AS DISTRICT COURT JUDGES  

 
Attorney General Greg Smith SC today announced the appointments of Sharron 
Norton SC and Mark Williams SC as judges of the District Court of NSW. 
 
“Ms Norton and Mr Williams are highly respected silks who have been practising as 
barristers since 1979,” Mr Smith said. 
 
Ms Norton has practised primarily in common law and appellate law and has appeared 
in dozens of Court of Appeal matters relating to personal injury and medical and 
professional negligence. 
 
She was appointed as Senior Counsel in 2001 and has been a Director of Frederick 
Jordan Chambers in Sydney for the past three years. 
 
Mr Smith said Ms Norton also had experience in hearing and determining cases and 
writing judgements. 
 
“In the late 1990s Ms Norton served as an Acting Judge of the District Court and for 
the past 15 years she has been a part-time judicial member of the Administrative 
Decisions Tribunal,” Mr Smith said. 
 
Mr Smith said Mr Williams’ wide range of experience in the law would serve him well 
on the bench of the District Court. 
 
“Since being appointed Senior Counsel in 1999, Mr Williams has practised extensively 
in commercial, insurance, appellate, professional discipline, professional liability and 
common law, while as a junior barrister he also practised in other areas including 
criminal law,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“He has appeared in a number of significant civil matters, including for the successful 
plaintiffs in the long running Bestcare Foods v Origin Energy litigation, one of the 
largest commercial cases conducted in the Supreme Court in recent years." 
 
Mr Williams has participated in the Supreme Court’s pro bono scheme, accepting 
referrals to appear and provide advice in relation to many cases before the state’s 
highest courts.   
 
Mr Williams, who is a keen sportsman, has also performed a large amount of pro bono 
work for athletes and sporting bodies, including the Australian Olympic Committee. He 
has chaired several appeals tribunals in relation to disputes over Olympic selection. 
 
 



Since 2011, Mr Williams has been a NSW Bar Association-accredited Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Arbitrator. 
 
Ms Norton will be sworn in as a District Court judge on 16 September 2013, while Mr 
Williams’ swearing in will take place on 23 September 2013. 
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