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10 February 2014 
 
 

Members of the Australian Bar 
 

Invitation to World Bar Conference: Queenstown, New Zealand: 4-6 September 2014 
 
We are writing to you on behalf of the New Zealand Bar Association (NZBA) to promote the World Bar 
Conference that will be hosted by NZBA on behalf of the International Council of Advocates and 
Barristers (ICAB), at Queenstown, New Zealand from 4-6 September 2014.  

 
We very much hope that you will be able to attend and we can assure you of a warm welcome to a 
conference of special quality in our part of the world. We invite you to put the conference in your 
calendar for 2014 now. 
 
ICAB and NZBA are confident that the conference will be a leading event on the world legal conference 
calendar in 2014. An extraordinary programme and exceptional array of speakers are coming to 
Queenstown for what will be an exciting three days.  
 
The theme for the conference is “Advocates as Protectors of the Rule of Law” and comprises the 
following sessions:  
 

 Barbarians at the gate: challenges of globalisation to the rule of law 

 The role of the advocate in protecting human rights and the rule of law 

 The rule of law and sovereign borders: wither human rights 

 War is not the answer: the ever present threat to the rule of law 

 International investment treaties: balancing national sovereignty and investor protection 

 Surveillance versus privacy: the balance between the State, the Fourth Estate, the citizen, 
and the rule of law 

 Advocacy challenges in the era of globalisation 
 
The essential importance of independent advocates to the rule of law and a just society is one of the 
pillars of our profession that we all hold as critical to every case we are privileged to handle, large or 
small. The conference seeks to reinforce this critical role and inspire all advocates to promote the rule 
of law in all jurisdictions. 
 
The keynote speakers are Lord Dyson, Master of the Rolls (UK), The Chief Justice of Singapore Sundaresh 
Menon, and His Excellency Sir Christopher Greenwood CMG QC, Judge of the International Court of 
Justice. Eminent speakers at the sessions include Mr Justice Robert Jay (UK), Joe Smouha QC (present 
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Chairman of the UK Commercial Bar Association and well-known commercial and arbitration silk), Chief 
Judge Alex Kozinsky, US Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit (USA), Beatrice Mtetwa (the leading 
Zimbabwean Human Rights lawyer), Russell Coleman SC (Hong Kong), Julian Burnside QC and Justice 
Glenn Martin (Australia). From New Zealand, confirmed speakers include Chief Justice Elias, Justice Joe 
Williams, Sir David Carruthers and the Attorney-General Christopher Finlayson QC.  
 
Queenstown is one of the World’s premier destinations. Its spectacular alpine setting and recreational 
opportunities provide a wonderful background to the conference. If you have not been to Queenstown 
before, this is an ideal opportunity; if you have, you will need no persuasion to visit again. In this regard, 
the conference travel agent, Mandy Bester from Corporate Travel 
(mandy.bester@corporatetraveller.co.nz) is available to assist you with travel to Queenstown and 
accommodation and activities elsewhere in New Zealand. 
 
Further conference programme and accommodation information, together with online registration is 
available at http://www.nzbar.org.nz/Event?Action=View&Event_id=228 and early-bird rates apply until 
30 April 2014.  Places are limited to 230 registrants. We are confident of a strong turnout from the New 
Zealand, Australian and UK bar as well as attendees from the United States, South Africa, Singapore and 
Malaysia, India, Ireland and Hong Kong, so we encourage early registration.  
 
We look forward to the opportunity to welcome you at the World Bar Conference in Queenstown. If you 
have any questions please email NZBA Executive Director, Melissa Perkin (melissa.perkin@nzbar.org.nz) 
or Chair and Deputy Chair of the Organising Committee Kate Davenport QC 
(kate@katedavenportqc.co.nz) and Simon Foote (swbf@simonfoote.co.nz) respectively. 
  
Finally, in addition to the World Bar Conference, the International Advocacy Training Council and NZBA 
are holding a 2-day advocacy training course at the same venue on 7 and 8 September 2014. This course 
will be limited to no more than 24 advocates with more than 10 years advocacy experience. Further 
details as to how to apply for this course will be made available shortly on the NZBA website 
(www.nzbar.org.nz). 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

     
Stephen Mills QC      Kate Davenport QC 
President | New Zealand Bar Association  Chair | World Bar Conference Organising Committee 

 

 
Simon Foote 
Deputy Chair | World Bar Conference Organising Committee 
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