
 

Law Council to join LAWASIA in sending an 
observer to the sentencing of Karpal Singh 
The President of the Law Council of Australia, Mr Michael Colbran QC, has today announced 
that the Law Council will join with LAWASIA in sending an observer,  Mr Mark Trowell QC, to the 
sentencing hearing of Karpal Singh. 

Karpal Singh, an internationally renowned Malaysian barrister and Member of Parliament, was 
charged with an act of sedition in 2009.  

Mr Singh faced charges under the Sedition Act 1948 for a statement made by him to the media 
during a constitutional crisis in Perak in 2009 where he indicated his view as a lawyer that the 
Sultan of Perak’s actions in removing the Chief Minister of the Perak government would be 
justiciable.  

In 2010 these charges were dismissed by the High Court on the basis that prosecution had 
failed to prove a prima facie case. This decision was overturned on appeal in 2012 and Karpal 
Singh was convicted of the charge on 20 February 2014.   

The Law Council has a history of working with LAWASIA to protect human rights and uphold the 
rule of law.  

“When in 2009 Mr Karpal Singh originally stood trial in the High Court of Malaysia on these 
charges the Law Council, joined with LAWASIA and others to engage the Hon. Jeffrey Miles AO 
as an observer. 

“The Law Council again feels it is important to send an observer to the sentencing hearing of 
Karpal Singh,” Mr Colbran said.  

Mr Colbran said that while the Law Council appreciates the conviction is a matter for the Courts, 
concern arises because the Malaysian Government had, in 2011, indicated its intention to repeal 
the Sedition Act.  

“The Law Council notes the view of the Malaysian Bar that ‘the decision to proceed with the 
prosecution of YB Karpal Singh under a law that the government has slated for repeal is 
inexplicable and raises the spectre of selective prosecution’,” Mr Colbran said.  

The Council also notes that the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers indicate 
at Article 23 that lawyers "have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning 
the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights…" 
 
The Law Council shares the concerns of LAWASIA and others in the international legal 
community that the continued prosecution of Karpal Singh may indicate a disregard for 
fundamental constitutional rights of freedom of expression.  
 
Karpal Singh will be sentenced on 11 March 2014. 
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