
 

Law Council of Australia Executive member 
Fiona McLeod SC awarded Victorian honour 
The Law Council of Australia congratulates Executive member Fiona McLeod SC on her induction 
onto the Victorian Honour Roll for Women on International Women’s Day 2014.  

The Honour Roll recognises the contribution, leadership and achievements of exceptional women 
and celebrates the positive impact of their work in diverse areas of expertise, fields and sectors within 
the Victorian community. 

Law Council of Australia President, Mr Michael Colbran QC, said Ms McLeod was a very worthy 
recipient of this great honour.  

“Ms McLeod is a significant contributor to the legal profession in Australia not only through her work 
at the Law Council but also through her service as a leader of the Victorian Bar and with the 
Australian Bar Association. 

“Her dedication to the legal profession and the broader community is an inspiration to those who 
have the good fortune to know and work with her. 

“Ms McLeod undertakes important pro bono work particularly in the field of anti-slavery and human 
trafficking in Australia and has negotiated significant legislative change on behalf of trafficked 
persons,” Mr Colbran said.  

Ms McLeod is also highly regarded for her pro bono work in environmental and discrimination cases 
and contributes generously to mentoring others in the profession.  

Ms McLeod is the current Chair of the Law Council’s Human Rights Committee and was the former 
Chair of the Law Council’s Equal Opportunities in the Law Committee. She has been instrumental in 
the development of a National Attrition and Re-engagement Study (NARS) investigating and 
analysing the drivers for attrition of women from the legal profession in Australia and the factors 
which impede re-engagement.  

“Ms McLeod has a strong belief that addressing systemic issues, which affect both men and women, 
will serve to benefit the diversity, productivity, health and sustainability of the legal profession as a 
whole,” Mr Colbran said.  

The outcomes of the Law Council’s NARS will be released by Ms McLeod at an event at the National 
Press Club in Canberra next Friday, 14 March.  

Ms McLeod said that while there are various sources of information about the participation of women 
in the legal profession, there was a comparative lack of research into the reasons for attrition among 
women lawyers in the Australian context.  
 
“This is the first national study of its kind in Australia and the NARS Report provides a solid 
framework from which an agenda for change can be based,” Ms McLeod said. 

Further information on the NARS is available online. 

The Law Council congratulates Ms McLeod on her award and looks forward to her continued 
contribution to the Law Council and the Australian legal profession.  
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