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NEW JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS TO COPYRIGHT TRIBUNAL 
 

Attorney-General Philip Ruddock today announced the appointment of two Federal 
Court judges to the Copyright Tribunal of Australia – Justice Robert Arthur Emmett 
as the President and Justice James Leslie Bain Allsop as a Deputy President. Both 
appointments begin on 11 October and run for three years.    
 
“As Justice Emmett has been a Deputy President to the Tribunal for the past six 
years, his appointment as the President maintains continuity and experience,” Mr 
Ruddock said.  
 

• Justice Emmett has been a Deputy President of the Tribunal since 2001 and 
Judge of the Federal Court of Australia since 1997. Formerly a barrister and 
solicitor practicing in commercial and appellate jurisdictions, including all 
areas of intellectual property, he was appointed a Queen’s Counsel in 1985.  
Justice Emmett holds a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Laws and a Master of 
Laws from the University of Sydney. 

• Justice Allsop has been a Judge of the Federal Court of Australia since 2001.  
Formerly a barrister practicing in commercial and public law in a range of 
areas including trade practices and intellectual property, he was appointed as 
Senior Counsel in 1994. Justice Allsop holds a Bachelor of Arts degree and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree, with first class honours, from the University of 
Sydney.  

 
“These appointments ensure that the tribunal’s expertise is balanced across the areas 
of business, law and economics,” Mr Ruddock said. 
 
The Copyright Tribunal is established under the Copyright Act 1968, and principally 
arbitrates disputes between copyright collecting societies and their licensees over 
copyright licence fees. It is an important feature of Australia’s copyright system.   
 
The Attorney-General also acknowledged the contribution of the outgoing President, 
Justice Lindgren, who over a seven year period, has presided over a number of 
important matters.   
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