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AUSTRALIANS NOW PROTECTED FROM MATERIAL ADVOCATING TERRORIST ACTS 
 
Attorney-General Philip Ruddock today welcomed the passage of the Classification 
Amendment (Terrorist Material) Bill 2007 in the Senate. The Bill amends the Classification 
Act so that material that advocates terrorist acts must be refused classification. 
 
“The Government is concerned about influences that lead people into terrorism and our 
laws must deal adequately with material that encourages people to commit terrorist 
attacks,” Mr Ruddock said  
 
“I welcome the passage of the Bill through the Australian Parliament as an important 
addition to the government’s comprehensive counter-terrorism framework.”  
 
However Mr Ruddock expressed his strong disappointment that Labor moved an 
amendment in the Senate that would have weakened the measure, making it unworkable.  
The decision to pursue the amendment highlights Labor’s lack of understanding of the 
issue and its policy inexperience. 
 
Mr Ruddock said there was a clear difference between the way the Government and Labor 
approach national security. 
 
“Only two of eight Labor states and territories supported the Government’s move to 
protect Australians against material that advocates terrorism. At the federal level, Labor 
claimed to support the Bill but then moved to diminish its effect,” Mr Ruddock said. 
 
“Labor refuses to acknowledge that terrorist organisers do not respect age or mental 
capacity. In fact, it is those who are younger, impressionable and with diminished mental 
capacity who are more frequently targeted to engage in terrorist acts such as suicide 
bombings. The effect of the Labor party amendment would have meant that decision 
makers would not be able consider the impact of material on the naïve and vulnerable.” 
 
“The Government strongly believes we have the obligation to do everything we can to 
deal with potential terrorist threats. Labor’s position demonstrates it cannot be trusted to 
keep Australia safe from the terrorist threat.” 
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