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REFEREES TO PROVIDE EXPERT ASSISTANCE TO FEDERAL COURT 

Attorney-General Robert McClelland today introduced legislation to assist judges to 
reduce the cost and length of trials for litigants.   
 
The Federal Justice System Amendment (Efficiency Measures) Bill (No. 1) 2008 contains a 
range of reforms to improve the efficient operation of the federal courts and 
tribunals. 
 
One key measure gives the Federal Court the power to refer questions arising in 
proceedings to a referee for inquiry and report. 
 
“This will enable the Court to more effectively manage large litigation. Such 
efficiency is important if we are to ensure that the cost of justice remains 
proportionate to the relief being sought,” Mr McClelland said.   
 
“In difficult economic times, it is also important that commercial disputes be 
resolved as expeditiously and economically as possible. Expert referees will be useful 
in many cases, particularly those that involve complex technical issues or where 
detailed examination of financial records is necessary to assess damages.” 
 
The measure will allow Federal Court judges to refer all, or part, of a proceeding in 
the Court to an appropriately qualified person for inquiry. That person would then 
provide a report to the Court on the matter. 
 
This will assist in many cases, including where technical expertise is required and it 
is neither a cost effective nor an appropriate use of a judge’s time to gain the 
necessary in-depth expertise in a particular science or trade. 
 
“It will allow a referee to quickly get to the core of technical issues and reduce the 
cost and length of trials for litigants.” 
 
The Bill also amends the Federal Court Act to allow a single judge of the Court to 
make interlocutory orders in proceedings that would otherwise be required to be 
heard by the Full Court.  This will allow the Court to more efficiently manage cases 
and avoid unnecessary delay for litigants.   
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