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Restore Permit System and Don’t Suspend 
Racial Discrimination Act 

The Law Council has called on the Government to reject a push to suspend the 
Racial Discrimination Act in the Northern Territory and urged it to honour its 
commitment to restore the permit system. 

Law Council President-elect John Corcoran said, “The Federal Government 
should not pass a law which will result in further discrimination against Aboriginal 
people and prevent the restoration of the permit system in the Northern 
Territory.” 

In March 2008, the Federal Government introduced a Bill to restore the permit 
system and enable the Minister to ban broadcasts of subscription television 
services with high levels of adult programming in Aboriginal communities.  The 
Bill did not suspend the operation of the Racial Discrimination Act. 

Amendments to the Bill now proposed by the Opposition in the Senate, if 
accepted when considered by Parliament in February, will remove any requirement 
to consult with Aboriginal people and suspend operation of racial discrimination 
laws. The proposed amendments will also scrap provisions restoring the permit 
system. 

“This is despite the fact that the 12-month review of the NT intervention 
recommended conformity with racial discrimination laws and restoration of the 
permit system,” Mr Corcoran said. 

“In a 2007 review of the permit system, over 80 Indigenous communities and 
organisations that were consulted unanimously opposed any changes to the permit 
system, but were ignored once the NT intervention commenced,” he said.   

“If the amendments proposed by the Senate are accepted, the Bill will be a 
retrograde step in the recognition and protection of Indigenous rights. The 
Senate’s changes will only result in further discrimination and the continuation of 
policies opposed by Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory and should be 
rejected,” Mr Corcoran concluded.  
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, and 
to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general improvement 
of the law. 


