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Law Council Welcomes National Consultation 
on Human Rights Charter 

In welcoming the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s announcement of a 
nationwide consultation on the protection of human rights in Australia, the Law 
Council says it will use the opportunity to call for enhanced preservation of 
individual rights at the federal level.  

Law Council President-elect John Corcoran said, “Despite the existence of limited 
constitutional, statutory and common law protections, there is a significant gap in 
human rights protection in Australia at the federal level.”   

“The fact that our Government can make laws authorising the detention of people 
for weeks without charge, detain asylum seekers indefinitely and suspend the Racial 
Discrimination Act without full parliamentary debate, highlights the need for greater 
protection for basic individual rights. A Charter of Rights would require the 
Government to justify any departure from human rights principles to the Parliament 
and the community.” 

Working closely with law societies and bar associations around Australia, the Law 
Council has developed a policy in support of a federal charter or bill of human 
rights.   

“The Law Council’s policy outlines the nature of the human rights that should be 
protected, the type of protection that should be afforded to those rights and the 
respective roles of the courts and the parliament,” Mr Corcoran said. 

“The policy is aimed at ensuring that decision-makers take human rights into 
account when making and administering the law,” he said. 

“Today’s announcement means that all Australians will have the opportunity to let 
the Government know what it can do to better protect and promote basic individual 
rights in this country,” Mr Corcoran concluded. 

The LCA’s policy is available at http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/library/policies-&-
guidelines/general/bill-of-rights.cfm 
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, and 
to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general improvement 
of the law. 


