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Law Council Laments Leadership 
Vacuum on the Death Penalty  
 
The Law Council of Australia has described Labor’s hasty backflip on 
the death penalty as disappointing.   

Yesterday, Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister Robert McClelland 
signalled that, if elected, Labor would adopt a principled and 
consistent approach to opposing death sentences – wherever and 
whenever imposed. The Law Council would unreservedly support 
such an approach. 

However, Mr Rudd has today distanced himself from that 
commitment, citing a desire not to offend the families of those killed 
or injured in the Bali bombings.  

Law Council President Ross Ray QC said, “It is disappointing that 
Kevin Rudd has retreated from his Shadow Minister’s statement.” 

 “This is matter of principle. Adopting a position of vocal and absolute 
opposition to the death penalty should not be regarded as offensive 
to anyone,” Mr Ray said. “Opposition to the death penalty is based 
on a belief in the sanctity of human life – who better to understand 
that than those who have seen the lives of friends and family cut 
short by the violent acts of others.” 

“Consistent, public opposition to the death penalty is desperately 
needed in this region. The hypocrisy of the current Government’s 
silent consent to the impending execution of the Bali bombers is not 
lost on our Asian neighbours. The Australian Government can hardly 
expect that last minute rallying to save the lives of Australians will 
succeed, when other executions are met with tacit approval.” 

“At the moment we have leaders who will sign treaties and make 
polite statements but only if it doesn’t upset or incite anyone.  Lives 
are at stake – surely that should elevate this issue above the political 
ruck,” Mr Ray concluded. 
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at 
the national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on 
national issues, and to promote the administration of justice, access to 
justice and general improvement of the law. 

 


