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Law Council Project to Encourage Family 
Law Dispute Resolution 
A new Law Council initiative is encouraging parties involved in family 
law disputes to consider arbitration and mediation as an alternative 
method of resolving conflict. 
The Law Council’s Family Law Section recently launched the 
Melbourne Project, which has been designed to assist the Family Court 
in dealing with the back-log of cases.  

Law Council President Ross Ray QC said, “Family law arbitration is a 
viable, inexpensive and less complex alternative to Court proceedings 
in the majority of property and spousal maintenance cases.”   

“The ability to remove matters from the court system and to have 
decisions made by an independent qualified arbitrator is an attractive 
and effective option, and is consistent with the Government’s policy of 
keeping parties out of court,” Mr Ray said. 

The Melbourne Project is an initiative of the Family Law Section of the 
Law Council together with the Australian Institute of Family Law 
Arbitrators and Mediators, with the support of the Family Court.  

The project has been designed to assist the Court in dealing with the 
backlog of cases in the lead-up to the introduction of its new docket 
listing system in 2008.   

Launching the project, Family Law Section Chair Ian Kennedy said 
family law arbitrators would use innovative techniques, including a 
combination of mediation and arbitration, to cut down the costs, time 
and emotional strain associated with resolving disputes. Arbitrators 
don’t get paid until they decide the case and deliver the award. 

Mr Ray said, “Parties and the arbitrator design a process which suits 
their needs, and the parties control the timetable – avoiding the delays 
and cost inherent in the formal court processes.” 

“Court processes can be expensive and time consuming because of 
the formalities which have to be complied with. Arbitration offers a 
simpler, more flexible process which gets at the heart of the issues in 
dispute and provides a speedy decision,” Mr Ray concluded. 
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at 
the national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on 
national issues, and to promote the administration of justice, access to 
justice and general improvement of the law. 


