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Cloak and Dagger Process Puts Our 
Fundamental Rights At Risk 
  
The Law Council has criticized the Federal Government for allowing 
a political judgement about what is in the national interest to 
overwhelm important matters of principle in its dealings with Dr 
Mohamed Haneef. 
 
The nation’s peak legal body has been especially critical of the 
Immigration Minister’s decision to revoke Dr Haneef’s work visa just 
hours after a Brisbane court granted the doctor bail. This, coupled 
with Government indications that it intends to review bail laws, 
strongly suggests the government’s motives are not politically 
disinterested. 
 
Law Council President Tim Bugg said, “The Immigration Minister’s 
decision has effectively undermined Australia’s judicial system. 
There’s more than a whiff of political opportunism about the decision 
which infringes on the principle that every citizen is innocent until 
proven guilty.”  
 
“The procedure the Minister followed was cloaked in secrecy. It 
meant Dr Haneef had no chance to represent his position, and it 
reduces, and might be seen to calculatedly reduce, his chances in 
the future of receiving a fair trial.” 
 
Mr Bugg said the latest developments re-ignited the debate over the 
Government’s controversial anti-terror laws; laws that he said were 
being used by governments to interfere with people’s basic rights. 
Very heavy penalties are provided for behaviour which lacks a real 
connection between innocent actions and a knowing intention to 
assist terrorism. 
 
“When the laws were first introduced we expressed great concern 
about a number of aspects which had the very real potential to 
infringe on the rights of citizens that have been built up over 
centuries. It's time these laws were reviewed,” Mr Bugg concluded. 
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