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Law Council Calls for AFP to Answer on Haneef 
 
The Law Council is calling for answers as to whether or not AFP officers 
lawfully discharged their functions under the Commonwealth Crimes Act   
in relation to the Mohamed Haneef case. 
 
On 2 November the Law Council wrote to AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty  
asking nine pertinent questions about the conduct of the AFP in the 
Haneef case.  The letter is now being publicly released.  The Law 
Council’s questions have not yet been answered. 
 
Law Council President Ross Ray QC said, “Although the AFP has 
indicated an intention to reply, thus far the only responses the Law Council 
has received from the AFP have been directed at delaying the publication 
of the Law Council’s letter.” 

 
“Australians deserve answers to the questions posed by the Law Council, 
and many more beyond”. 

 
“It has become clear that our anti-terror laws, while draconian in certain 
respects, are only part of the problem. The source of the danger is not only 
what those laws say but what people, including AFP officers, think they say 
- we need to learn from the Haneef and ul-Haque cases”, Mr Ray said.  
 
The Law Council feels that law enforcement agencies, like the AFP, have 
been encouraged by sweeping anti-terror laws and the enthusiastic and 
uncritical support of the Federal Government to use their authority and 
resources inappropriately in a ‘win at all costs’ way. 
 
The actual details of the law are ignored and calamitous results for 
ordinary people are only too apparent. 
 
“It has become increasingly important to hold an independent, transparent 
and broad ranging inquiry into these matters and law enforcement culture.” 
Mr Ray concluded. 
 
The Law Council’s letter to the AFP Commissioner is available at: 

www.lawcouncil.asn.au/ltr_LCA_AFP_Nov07.pdf  

 
Media Contact: Elenore Eriksson, 
Director Public Affairs - 02 6246 3716/0419 269 855 
  
The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, 
and to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general 
improvement of the law. 


