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Law Council Supports Calls For Legal Aid 
Funding Boost  

The Law Council has backed calls by Victoria’s criminal lawyers for legal aid funding 
to be lifted to a fair rate. 

Supporting the lawyers’ moves, Law Council President Ross Ray QC said, 
“Governments, both state and federal, must accept their obligation to the community 
to provide appropriate funding for legal aid, part of which must be spent on 
increasing fees for the legal profession to something approaching an acceptable rate of 
payment for this work.” 

Mr Ray said the Law Council had recently developed seven policy principles aimed at 
addressing access to justice issues in Australia.  

One of these policy principles relates to an increase in fees for legal practitioners 
providing legal aid work. 

“Calling for an increase in fees for legal aid work for the legal profession is not about 
lawyers being greedy. This is about ensuring access to justice for socially and 
economically disadvantaged Australians.” 

“As the latest pro bono figures have revealed, the legal profession has generously donated 
its time and expertise to the community for many years. However, the Governments of 
Australia should not rely upon lawyers’ generosity. They must now accept responsibility 
for a failing system.” 

The remaining policy principles address a range of legal assistance sector issues, 
including breaking down the Commonwealth/state divide, incentives for lawyers to 
practice in rural, regional and remote areas, and increased funding for Commonwealth 
Legal Centres and Indigenous legal services. 

But Mr Ray stressed that the rates of pay for legal aid work was a crucial issue for the legal 
assistance sector and one which needed addressing as a matter of urgency. 

“Fees for legal aid work is the main access to justice issue affecting practitioners and, 
unless it is addressed, there will be a further decline in the number of practitioners willing 
to take legal aid cases over the next five years,” Mr Ray concluded.    
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, and 
to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general improvement 
of the law. 


